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Chamber. We are also told that a con-
solidating law in connection with the sale
of intoxicating liguor will be submitted.
If the Government will solve this ques-
tion then it will be a very great achieve-
ment indeed. As the Speech favther says,
“As my advisers consider that these im-
portant matters ean only receive due con-
sideration at the hands of a Parliament
coming to its work with a renewed wan-
date from the people,” T think there is no
need to discuss mafters which we will bhe
ahle to discuss wuch more satistfactorily
when the actual measures come hefore us
for our consideration. 1 would only say,
I join with the propoeser and seconder of
the wotion, =ubmitted so ably by my
triends, Mr. Kirwan and Mr. Siubbs, 1
juin with them in congratulating the
leader of the Government in achieving
such a splendid vietory during the recent
campaign, and 1 am pleased to see so
many of our old friends returned to this
House. T have much pleasure in sup-
porting the Address-in-Reply.

No other member rising to speak, the
question was put and passed, the Address
was adopted and ordered to be presented.

ADJOURNMENT.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY, in
moving the adjonrnment, said: As mem-
hers know this will be a very-short ses-
sion—it may terminate next week or prob-
ably the week after-—there will be nothing
but formal business to be transacted, but
I will ask the House to neet again to-
morrow when I may be in a position to
say to what day we should adjonra. There
is a Supply Bill to be passed, and I want
to see how business progresses in another
place to-day, and then I will be able to
state when the Supply Bill will be hrought
down. ,

The House adjourned at five minutes to
3 o'elock. until the next afternoan.
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Pravers.

QUESTION-—WOOD (UTTERS
LICENSE FEE.

Mr. COLLIER asked the Premier:
What amount has been received for wood
cutters licensed each month during the
half-vear ending 30th June last from—
{a) The Kalgoorlie and Boulder Fire-
woud Company. (b) The West Aus-
fralian Goldfields Firewood Company,
Limited. (¢) The Westralia Timber and
Firewood Supply Company?

The PREMIER replied: {a) The Kal-
goorlie and Boulder Firewood Company :
Jamnary, £7 8s.: February, £6 10s.;
March, £5 11s.: April, £6 3s.; May, £9;
Juue, £9 1s. (&) The West Australian
Goldfields Firewood Company. Limited:
January, £14 10s.: February, £16 3s.;
Mareh, £17 18s.: April, €19 17s.; May,
£20 1s.; June, £20. (c¢) The Westralia
Timber and Firewood Supply Company:
Nil. Note.—This Company does not em-
ploy any woodeutters of its own, but does
the work through subeontractors.

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVICE
CLASSIFICATION.

Mr. DAGLISH asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that considerable inconveni-

ence and dissatisfaction prevail in the
General Division of the Public Service

owing to the delay in publication of the
classifieation of that Division? 2, Will
he take steps to have the said classifieation
published without farther delay?
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The PREMIER replied: 1, I have not
heen so advised. 2, The Commissioner
proposes to publish the classifieation next
month.

QUESTION--*PRINTING- BY PRISON
LABOUR.

Mr. DAGLISH asked the Treasurer:
1, Is he aware that whilst the number of
employees at the Government Printing
Ofice has been reduced owing to searcity
of work, a large amount of prioting has
been doue at Fremantle Gaol by prison
labour? 2, Does he regard it as desivable
to discharge old employees of good char-
acter and long service in order that the
work may be done by prisoners? 3, If
not. will he take suitable action to obviate
that course for the future?

The TREASURER replied:” 1, I am
not aware that the number of employees
at the Government Printing Office has
heen veduced owing to searcity of work;
but, owing to reorganisation, the pnumber
has been reduced by abount 50 during the
past two years, although the work exe-
cuted has increased by 50 per cent. dur-
ing the same period. Printing has been
done at the Fremantle Gaol since 1904,
and the Governmenl, in providing employ-
ment for prisoners in this way, has simply
continued the policy of its predecessors.
The total amount of printing and book-
binding done at the Gaol during the past
vear was only £820, exclusive of material.
3. No. 3, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—BAIL MONEY
ESTREATED.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Attorney
General: 1, Has the bail in the case of
Stewart, of Kalgoorlie, been esireated?
2, If so, has the amount heen reccived
from Messrs. McAunliffe and Boileaun, the
bondsmen? 3, Has the whole or any per-
tion of the money been refunded? 4, If
s0, why 2

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1. If the case of Rex versus Simpson is
intended, Yes, it was formally estreated
on the non-appearance of accused. 2,
No. 3, Answered by No. 2. 4, The pay-
ment bas not heen enforced as the bonds-
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men have wade, and are making, every
effort to bring the aceunsed to trial.

QUESTION—LAND AND
TAX COLLECTION.
AMr. H. BROWY asked the Treasurer:
1, What amount was received on aceount
of Land and Income Tax to 30th June
last? 2, What are the expenses ineurred

in connection therewith to same date?
The TREASURER replied: 1, £17,073
to the end of the financial year, 2, The
total expenses jn counection with the
Taxation Department to the 30th June
last were £3,911, Of this amount it is
estimated that fully £1,700 represents
preliminary expenses and expenditure in-
cwrred in establishing a new Department
and compiling data from official sourees,

INCOME

QUESTION—RAILWAY REGRAD-
ING, PERTH-FREMANTLE,

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it the intention of the
Railway Department to regrade the rail-
way Detween Perth and Fremantle 2,
If s0, what is the estimated cost of same?
3, Would the Minister take into eonsidera-
tion the advisahility of eonstructing a
railway on the south side of the river, as
recommended by the Railway Commis-
sioner, before conmmnencing any sueh re-
erading 9

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, The matter has not yet been
seriously considered. 2, No reliable es-
timate has yet been prepared. 3, Any re-
grading that may be found necessary in’
connection- with the existing line has no
bearing on the question of any proposi-
tion for the comstruetion of a railway on
the south side of the river, the desirability
of which, up to the present, has not been
considered by the Government,

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS,
The PREMIER moved:—

- That the House, unless otherwise or-
dered, shall meet for the despateh of
business on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays at 4.30 p.m., and shall sit
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until 6.15 pon. if necessary and, if re-

quisite, from 7.30 p.m. onwards.

Mr. T. H. BATH {Brown Hill) asked:
Does the Premier think it would be neces-
sary, before the termination of the ses-
sion, te make any alteration in this ses-
sional order?

The PREMIER replied: That depends
on the length of the debates.

Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, PRE-
CEDENCE.

On wmotion by the Premier, ordered:
That on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and alter-
nate Wednesdays, Government business
shall take precedence of all Motions and
Orders of the Day:

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motions by the Premier, Sessional
Committees were appointed as follow:—

Standing Orders  Commiltee — Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Foulkes, Mr. Keenan, Mr.
Walker, and the Chairman of Committees,
with leave to sit during any adjournment,
and with authority to confer upon sub-
jeets of mutval ceoncernment with any
committee appeinted for similar purposes
by the Legislative Council.

Printing Commitiee—dr. Speaker, Mr.
Brown, and Mr. Bath; to assist Mr. Spea-
ker in all matters which relate to the
printing executed by order of the House,
and for the purpose of selecting and
arranging for printing ., Returns and
Papers presented in pursnance of motions
made by members, and all papers laid
upon the table whether in answer to
addresses or otherwise.

Library Commitiee—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Male, and Mr. Walker, with leave to sit
during any adjournment and during the
recess, and with anthority to aet jointly
with the Library Committee of the Legis-
lative Council.

House Commitiee—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Gregory, Mr. Gordon, Mr. A. J. Wilson,
and Mr. Taylor; with leave to sit during
any adjournment and during the recess,
and with authority to aet jointly with
the House Committee of the Legislative
Couneil.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address-in-Reply.

DEBATE—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Motion to adopt.
Debate resumed from the 23rd July.

Leader of the Opposition.

Mr, T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): The
Government, in placing this Speech in
the mouth of His Excellency the Gover-
nor, have gone one better than that
famons or notorious Speech submitted
by the Reid Government during the short
time they occupied the Ministerial ben-
ches in the Federal Parliament; for on
that vecasion lhey did include one pro-
posal, which was for the amendment of
the Standing Orders; but so far as this
Speech is concerned, apart perhaps from
the Bill providing for the rededieating
of a reserve at York, which as a formal
mweasure had to be sobmitted in order fto
preserve our privileges, there is no busi-
ness other than a distinctly electioneering
appeal to the people of this State. In
my experience as a member of this Par-
liameni—possibly it may be regarded as
a comparatively hrief one—I have not
yet seen a Speech by His Exeellency the
Governor at the closing session of a Par-
liament used for the purpose of outlining
what the proposals of the Government
were for another Parliament. It is usually
left to the people themselves to express
their verdiet as to what legislation they
desire, and there is usually that amount
of what I may term political decency
to avoid making an appeal to the electors
through the medium of the Governor’s
Speech. We are told it is inadvisable to
introduee any legislation other than of a
formal character during this session of
Parliament beeause the Government feel
the necessity for seeking a new and fresh
mandate from the people of this State.
T am inclined to agree with their opinion
that a fresh mandate is required. I do
not know that the present Government
ever had a mandate from the country,
unless we aecept them as the direet sue-
cessors of the Rason Administration, but
no action taken by the present Govern-
ment, no effort put forward by them so
far as administration is concerned, ean
be regarded as any attempt whatever to
carry out the mandate given to the Rason
Administration at the general elections of
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1905. We wme given as an exeuse for
these shorteowings that the Government

have been unable to deal with eertain im-
portant matters awaiting legislative ae-
tion owing to the exigencies of the finan-
cial position of ,the State, and the
lengthy consideration given to devise the
best means ftor providing the revenue
neeessary for its wants; in faet, to sum
up. beeanse of the necessity for dealing
with the finaneial position in which the
State had heen landed. This is certainly
an admission from the Government, be-
canse I think even their ardent suppor-
ters, those 'with whom they have been
hobnobbing during every recess we have
had, at funections such as shows, banquets
and dinmers—[The Premier: Hobnobbing
for ten dawvs with you]—and trips
throughout the country, will be astonished
to learn that during the term in
which the Ministerial party have oceupied
those henches the whole of their energies
have heen deveted lo squaring the finan-
ces of the State. [t iz news to learn that
the Ministerial hens have been trying to
mcubate the finaneial ege. [Mr. Walker:
All the hens al cne time?] No, taking
it in turns; I gather from the Governor's
Speech, one at a time. Although we have
that well known illustration as to the
mountain labouring and bringing forth
a mouse, in this ease it appears (o me
that the Ministry have done nothing but
addle that financial egg. I do not know
that any political mountebank 1 have
ever come in contact with has made a
more impudent assertion or has actually
shown more lmpudent assurance than was
contained in the remarks of the Trea-
surer in a recent speech he delivered at
Busselton. The speech was made of
course after the Treasurer had been dined
and wined. and possibly this may ae-
eount somewhat for the extraordinary
nature of the statements made by him;
but he assured his andience that at the
time the Government took office the
finances were not in a sound condition,
but he was glad to know he had been
able to balance the finances of the State.
That is the most extraordinary statement
that any gentleman holding Ministerial
office has ever made in the political his-
tory of Western Australia. As a matter
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of faet other financiers outside the realms
of Parbament who have balanced their
finances and have financed their affairs
as the Treasurer has those of the State,
have landed in places mueb less eon-
genial than the House of Parliament.
Let us see in what way the Treasurer
has balanced the finances. He told that
andienee that when the Government fook
oflice the finances were not in a sound
condition. At the end of the finaneial
vear 1004-53 the deticit was roundly
£46,000; in 1905-6 it was £120,000; in
1906-7, £208,000: in 1907-8, £211,000.
The Treasurer balanced the finances by
inereasing the defieit from £46,000 to
£211,000. 1 am quite satisfied that if he
lias the assurance to make sueh a state-
ment as that at Busselton he would if the
State were handed over to the official
receiver, go to those people and say what
a great finanecial genius he was and how
well he had managed affairs. The Gov-
ernment have been unable year after year
to do what they prowised at the elections
of 1905, namely to balanee the finances
of the State and wipe out the deficit.

The Treasurer: You could go on in-
creasing it when you werve in power,

Mr. BATH: I am telling yon what the
deficit was when we left office, namely
£46,000, and am also telling you what it
is now. It has increased fivefold during
the administration of the Treasurer and
his colieagues. Notwithstanding this, the
Treasurer has the presnmption to say he
has balanced the ledger. It is news to
me that a deficit can he wiped oul in this
fashion,

The Premier : 1t can be funded, as
in the other States,

Mr. BATH: We do nut want fo wesort
to sneh means as that here, hui the mere
fact that mention is now made of it gives
one the impression that the Ministry have
considered the idea,

The Premier: If they bad there would
be nothing novel about it.

Mr. BATH: Not only have we had this
continued increase in the deficit, but we
have had devious methods resorted to in
order to try and balance the finances,
snch as remind us of the bad old days
of financing in New South Wales and
Victoria which brought lean years and
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bad vears in their (rain. We have had
other instances of bad old praetices which
were resorfed fo in tines when finances
were in a stringent condition, such as the
construetion  of  nonproductive works
from loan funds, The Treasurer has not
been behindhand in resorting to this
method. In 1905-G, £59,000 was spent in
this manner in roads, bridges, and publie
buildings, while in 1906-7 the sum of
£103.000 was spent. The fipures tor the
financial year just eoncluded ave not vet
available, but probably a sum represent-
ing £100,000 has heen expended in the
same Tashion. This action of the Trea-
surer, like that of Aulolyeus, has bheen
the gathering up’of unconsidered trifles,
and he has not serupled fo appropriate
trugt funds, using thew as revenue in his
frantic effort to try and halance the
tedger. For instance whai constitules—
and T have expressed this view in the
paper—* legalised embezzlement 7 wax
committed hy the sale of Government
property trust account funds to the tune
of £73,000 and wsing the proceeds as
revenne for ordinary purpeses. It was
never contemplated that the money pro-
duced by the sale of the property bought,
or constructed, from loan funds, should
he nsed as revenue. There is at the pre-
sent time an indebledness to the foreign
bondholder representing that  amount
and, if the property is sold, we have not
the asset vepresenting the amount of the
indebtedness, for it has been appro-
priated for revenue purposes. FEven if
the Treasurer had been able by these
methods to adjust the finances and to
wipe out the deficit, it would not have
been justified by any aunthority on sound
tinance. It is true the Treasurer, when
the illezal nature of the action was
pointed out to him, legalised it by pass-
ing a Bill through Parliament to authorise
the use of the monev; but the faect that
it was legalised did not make it right from
a moral point of view. The Treasurer
stands condemned in the eves of the fi-
nanecial journals for using this money in
sueh a fashion; and I told the Treasurer
here, one stormy morning last year, that
it was a dishonest practice. He resented
it then, but T repeat the statement now,
that it is a dishonest practice and not
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Justified in (he interesis of the State.
{Mr. .\ugwin: That was when the elosure
lad been used, was it not?] Then we are
told that economies have been effected,
and the Government point with pride to
the savings they bave effected in the rail-
way administration of this State. It is
true they have reduced the expenditure
on the Gevernment railways; but they
have dene it by two methods which in my
opinion are not justified and cannot he
defended. In the first place, they have
done it by sweating the railway employ-
ees, sweating them in no unmistakeable
fashiem. Despite the denial of the Pre-
mier as fo an interview [ gave to the
Press, there can be no doubt there are a
number of railway employees in this
State whe are sweated by the Govern-
nent in trying to effect a saving in the
expendifure on railways., 1 say that so
far as (tovernment employment is eon-
cerned, where we pass legislation for the
purpose of securing a fair wage, the
(iovernment should be the first to set an
example in that direction; should be the
first to say to the private employer, “We
agk vou to pay fair wages and observe
fair working condilions.”

The Premier: Did not the Government
allow Sunday time to stand alone?

Mr. BATH: Is it a fair thing, for in-
stanee, that casual hands in the carrizge-
cleaning sheds should be paid 6s. 6d. per
day? [Is it a fair thing that employees
receiving 8s. per day should be retrenched
and others taken on at 7s. per day—some
of them immigrants brought out and as-
risted by the State? Some of the old em-
ployees have been taken on again at the
reduced rate of 7s. per day. The Pre-
mier denies this, but I have seen papers
showing that applieation has been made
for the payment of 8s. per day to these
men, and it has been refused. If to-mor-
row morning the Premier will express his
willingness to pay these men a minirmum
rate of 8s. per day, he shall have supplied
to him the names of men who have been
retrenched in this fashion and put on
again at the reduced rate. Those me-
thods are undesirable in the interesis of
the Btate. If we contemplate effecting
economy in the running of our railways
and cannot do so without reserting to
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these practices, then 1 say it is not justi-
fied. I de say, however, that there is
room in the railway service for economy
in (he administrative staff, room for weed-
ing out men in receipt of high salaries.
The administrative staff has been built
up year in and year out until to-day it is
unnecessarily large, which increases the
red-tapeism through which matters bave
to go and makes it impossible for the
railways of this State to be worked as a
commereial undertaking. I do say it is

entirely wrong for any Governmeni to
effect  economies by sweating their en-
ployees.

The Minister for Railways: What
about the highly-paid officers whom your
Government appointed?

Mr. BATH: T said that the staff had
heen constantly bwilt up in years past;
and if the Minister is really anxious to
effact economy and reduce expenditure,
let him start first on the administrative
staff. The other method by which an
apparent saving has been effected is merely
that of banking on  the wise expendi-
ture in past years. The Minister for
Railways knows that in 18904-5 a eon-
siderable snm was expended from revenue
for the purpose of bringing the perman-
ent way. especially the main lines, up to
a decent condition: and the Government,
instead of wisely setting aside a fair sum
each wear to maintain that standard, arve
letting the permanent wayv fall into dis-
repair, and by thiz they claim they are
making a saving to the State. The re-
sult will be that in a few vears we shall
be in precisely the same position as they
were formerly in Vietoria. There the
Gavernment pointed to a saving in this
connection of £100,000, but in a vear or
two thev had to pav £230,000 for what
thex ealled helated “repairs.” to bring the
permanent wayv up to standard again,
and had to buy new locomotives and ve-
pair others that had been allowed to get
out of eondition. In conneetion with the
recent terrible railway aceident in  Vie-
toria. we see how unwise it is, for the pur-
pose of making an apparent saving in one
or two vears. to allow the permanent wav
to et into sneh a condition. or to sweat
the staff and work them in such a way
thrt the Government may be landed in
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enormous expenditure by having to com-
pensate those who are seriously injured in
aceidents. It is far better to make an aver-
age expenditure each year, keeping the
permanent way in good order and giving
the people a good service, rather than to
starve the railways now and have to pro-
vide twofold in a few years (o come.
Then we are told there has been a saving
in administration; buat I would ask the
Premier to turn to the Colonial Secre-
tary’s Department, or to the departments
controlled by the Attorney General, which
may be termed purely administrative de-
partments, and note if a saving has been
effected there. On the contravy there has
been an increase in the expenditure of
those departments; and it is just in those
branches of the public service that the
pruning ‘knife could have been used with
effert. T do not say we should not ask
those departments to carry out the duties
entrusted to thew; but I do say we should
appoint officers who would carry out those
duties in a much better fashion, and per--
haps with fewer officers than at the pre-
sent time. We have only to turn to the
Pulbliec Health Department as a case in
point. We see there a very considerable
staff, and the cost of administration is
mounting up at suech a rate as to be a
positive disgrace to the State. We have
the Treasurer taking the Morning Herald
to task, and talking about vindictive criti-
cism, because that paper has dared to
eritieise some of his niethods in estimating
the revenue and expenditure of this State.

The Treasurer: And for making false
statements, '

Mr. BATH: He has taken the news-
paper to task for eritieising him for not
expending money Parliament had voted.
The Treasurer stated that if Le found the
revenue was not coming in according to
the estimate, it was tlhe first and bounden
duty of a Treasurer to look about him for
means of redueing expenditure.

The Treasurer: They criticised me be-
eause [ did not get the revenue.

Mr. BATH: That was the point taken
by the Herald, and that statenent of the
Treasurer is taken from his reply to the
Herald, or rather from his speech at Bus-
selton in which he reseuted the criticism
that he had not expended moneyv which
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Parliament had voted. Let ns see what
the Treasurer and his colleagues said in
1905. Mv. Rason, speaking at Midland
Junetion in September, 1905, said:—

If they asked him to show some
cause for the existing depression, he
wonld say it was in a large measure due
to the fact that the Labour Government
had expended £180,000 less than Pax-
liament had veted.

And the Treasurer {Hon. F. Wilson)
backed up Mr. Rason’s statement on that
oceasion. Thus we find that what was a
erime on the part of the Labour Govern-
ment in 1905 becomes a virtue on the
part of the Treasurer in 1908; for when
he finds the revenue is not coming in as
anticipated, he now states it is a proper
thing to adjust the expenditure according
to the way the revenue comes in. [Mr.
Collier: And then squirms under eriti-
cism.] And then talks about vindietive
eriticism, But while at Busselton the
"Treasurer with one breath takes credit to
hirnself that the Government have squared
the finances of the State, almost with his
next breath, in order to make a ecase
against the Commonwealth Government,
be says the way in whieh the Common-
wealth has plundered this State has pre-
vented him from squaring the finances.
On the one hand he says he has squared
the finances, aud with his next breath

the Treasurer says that because the
Comunonwealth “robbed the State of
£60,000 he has been prevented from

squaring the finances. Let us see how
the Cowmonwealth has plundered the
State. That argument is nsed wmerely
to eover up the tracks of the Govern-
ment ; this talk of the Commonwealth hav-
ing robbed the State of revenue is the
redherring dJdrawn aeross the track to
divert attention from the Treasurer’s
mismanagement of the affairs of the
State. To this end he talks of the
£60,000 the Federal Government has
taken for the purpose of establishing old
age pensions. I desire to quote the
Treasurer’s remarks in 1905, and to point
out that in 1905 every Minister of the
Rason Cabinet, when asked his opinion
on the old age pensions question—with
I think the single exception of the Trea-
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surer, who said he was not in favour of
it—every other Minister said he was in
favour of old age pensious, hut that he be-
lieved they should be introduced by the
Commonwealth {fovernment and not by
the State Government. That statement was
also advanced by the present Attorney
General, who was not then in the Mini-
stry, but who when seeking election in
1905 said that while he believed in old
age pensions, he believed also that the
Commonwealth should undertake them,
and not the State,

The .lttorney General: 1Nd not I say
I believed the Commonwealth should ad-
ntinister the old age pensions schemne ?

Mr. BATH: You said that any secheme
of old age pensions should be undertaken
by the Commonwealth,

The :Attorney GGeneral: No.

Mr. BATH: What the newspapers re-
ported was that the Attorney General said
he believed in such a scheme, provided
old age pensions were undertaken by the
Commonwealth Govermment. I agree
with the Attorney General, and it was the
proposal of the Lahour Government in
connection with their scheme for old age
pensions that the State should provide
the money, but that at the first favonrable
opportunity we should hand over its ad-
ministration to the Federal Government.
For this veason. There were those who
had heen the renuisite time in the Com-
monwealth, but who through passing from
one State to another would not be eligible
under any State scheme which restricted
the payment to those resident.within the
State for a specified period, say 12 or 15
vears, The faet that suech persons had
been resident in one State for ten years,
though they might have been resident in
the Commonwealth for 30 years, would
disqualify them from pensions. We felt
that a Commonwealth scheme wonld gef
over that diffieulty and provide the ve-
quisite scheme uader which everyone en-
titled to it within the Commonwealth
would secure a pension. At the Con-
ference in Melbourne in 1906, the Trea-
sarer said:—

We would rather, I think. supposing
Western Australia indorses the old age
pension scheme, make a speeial appro-
priation for our proportion, whatever
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it might amount to, and hand it over to
the Federal Governwent. We think
that would be more equitable, because
we pay so much through the
Customs and Excise, so much more per
head of our population than the other
States, that we naturally must pay
very much more towards this scheme
than our due proportion would be.

You will note, however, the Treasurer
said “We would rather, I think, suppos-
ing Western Australia endorses the old
age pension scheme.” There were plenty
of limitations and qualifieations. What
I wish to point out is that the Common-
wealth Government was perfectly willing
in 1907, and was still willing in 1908, to
accept such a proposal as that. Mr.
Deakin on that oceasion said:—

I do not want to continue the dis-
cussion, bnt may add without hesita-
tion that if the State Governments will

undertake the responsibility of finding

us the money to pay Federal old age
pensions, no one will welcome the pro-
posal with more enthusiasm than the
Federal Government.

That statement has been repeated many
times, but the State Treasurers, whatever
may have been their protestations about
their belief in old age pensions, have
never been willing to make that provision,
thongh the Commonwealth Government
and the people of the State have been
emphatically in favour year after year,
waiting for it, and waiting for it in vain,
for the State Treasurers to undertake the
scheme.  As the people, whether they
are Weslern Australians or Queens-
landers, only have to pay the money once,
whether it is provided by the Common-
wealth or the State, thexy are prepared
to support that Government which is
sincere in its anxiety to ecay old age
pensiols into  praetieal effeet.  Then,
again, while there may be some quali-
fication in regard to their opposition to
the Commonwealth taking the money for
old age pensions, we are told there is
great objeetion to their taking any nioney
per medium of the Surplus Revenue Bili
for defence. 1In turning up the offieial
record I find the Treasurer in 1906 was
perfeetly willing that the Federal Govern-
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ment should bave money for defence, be-
cause he voted with me in support of
an amendment which was moved by Mr.
McGowan, who is Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the New South Wales Parliament.

The Treasurer: What was the amend-
ment ¥

Mr. BATH: To vestriet the money be-
ing taken over for anything else than old
age pensions and defence.

The Treasurer: That was Lbhe specific
duoties whieh we opposed, you and T both,
because of the unfairness to Western
Australia,

Mr. BATH: The hon, member did not
oppose_it, because I have the reeord here.
T will read it for the hon. member’s edifi-
cafion ;—

The Conference divided on Mr.
McGowan’s amendment—Mr. Ashton,
Mr. Bath, Mr. MeGowan, Mr. Philp,
Mr. Waddell, Mr. Wilson. (An extra
vote for Western Australia.}) Majority
against the amendment, 1.

The Treasurer: Limiting it. We counld
not get it thrown out, and we limited it.

Mr. BATH: The Treasurer was quite
willing that we should then pay the money
for old age pensions and defence. Now
the State Treasurers are objecting to the
Commonwealth doing what they have ex-
pressed their willingness to do time after
time, that the Commonwealth should have
the necessary money for this purpose.
Tt seems to me all the talk about plunder-
ing the State is so much effort to divert
publie atiention from the real issue, that
is the adwinistration of the finances of
the State. Then we also have some vain-
glorious remarks from the Premier that
Western Australia is not going to stand
any interference whatever from the
Federal Gavernment as to its State debts,
that we want to have eontrol of our own
business, that we do not want the Com-
monwealth to siep in at alk, Yet I think
in either 1906 or 1907 when there was a
proposal put forward, which would bave
enabled this (Govermment to hand over
their debts to the Commonwealth, with the
proviston for a half per eent. sinking
fund. the Treasurer and the Premier hoth
were quite willing that it shonld have
been undertaken. and they put forth
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feelers to the people of the State as to
the propriety of reducing the sinking
fund from une per cent. to half per cent,
Although we hear a great deal about pre-
serving our indebtedness, when it was a
question in which they thought of ve-
dueing the payment to the sinking fund
they were quite willing to transfer the
debts to the Commonwealth Government.
There is one thing inconnection with the
borrowing powers about which the Pre-
mier is so emphatie, that is whether the
people of this State, in view of the pre-
sent indebtedness of the population and
the way it has mounted up in recent
years, are so anxtous that we should
have absolutely free contral of burrow-
ing in Western Australia—whether that is
worth fighting for—seeing they have to
pay the piper to the extent they have {o-
day. In 1904-5, the net indebtedness per
head of the population in Western Aus-
tralia was £61 19s. 5d., that was the year
of the Labowr Covernment, and it was
then lower per liead of the population
than it had been for some years past
Without taking into eonsideration the
loan that has been raised this year, on the
30th  Decemnber, 1907, our indebtedness
per head has jucreased to £66 188 7d.,
or £3 more per head of the population
than it was in 1904-5.

The Attorney General: What would
have been the tigure in 1903, neluding
the loan raised that year?

Mr. BATH: The Premier was quoting
the rate in 1905, and the hon. mewber
asked me why I did not take the figures
from the official veturns which were in
my possession. I have the officinl ve-
turns, and the figures T have given. are
taken from the Statistical Abstvact. If
the Attorney General will tell me bow
mach the Rason Government had to their
‘eredit, of loan money, when they took
office in September, 1905, then I will
tell him the net indebtedness in 1903.

The .tttorney General: Do the figores
you gave include the loan authorised to
be raised i 1905 7

Mr. BATH: No, they do not, because
the money was not avatlable. When Mnr.
Rason stepped into office he bad a
balance of £993.000 to credit of General
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Loan Fund to carry on public works
with. The figures [ have given are the
offictal figures faken from the Statistical
Abstract. That is the indebtedness to
which we reduced it as compared with the
indebtedness at the present time, and I’
defy the Attorney General or the Trea-
surer to dispute these figures. [Interjee-
tion by the Treaswrer.] 1 will tell the
Treasurer aboul the works and the amount
expended, and show him where his vigor-
ous policy came in as eompared with
1904-5.  Despite the fact that we have
£5 per head more of the net indebtedness
of the State, and that inove than half the
total indebtedness has been expended on
the railways, we find the railways re-
turned last year £108,000 less in revenue
than in 1904-5, and £129,000 less than
in 1903-6. We aye told that the differ-
etiee in the railway receipts has been due
to the encouragement given to the pro-
dueing interests of Western Australia.
1t has been due to nothing of the sort
It has been due to the econcessions deli-
berately given to the ecombines of the
State, the concessions which were given
to the timber combine, and which enabled
thein to inerease iheir profits at the ex-
pense of the people who were ealled upon
to pay the inereased interest and sinking
fund charged on the loan indehtedness.
It was due 1o the concession given to the
flonr-milling eoinbine which Ihe Treasurer
knows something about, and it was due
to the concession given to -the eombine
connected with the meat industry of
whieh the Minister for Railways knows
something, for le hoasted abount it at
Menzies, These are the people who have
profited at the expense of the “tate.

Hon. I, [i. Piesse: What amount did
they profit hy it 2

Mr. BATH: The timber combine pro-
fited to the extent of. T think. £23.000.

Hon. F. H. Piesge: We did not make
bread out of sawdust.

Mr. BATH: All T want to =ay is that
evidently the member for Katanning
wanis to impress on us that the conees-
sion was uno geod, but T will say that
when the farming eonvnmnity pointed
ont to the Ministers when along the Great
Southern railway that the rebate was no
use to them. the members of the flour
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milling assoclation were guickly on the
heels of the Minister, telling him that the
rebate should be retained because it was
of use to them.

Hon. F. II. Piesse: It may have beeu
to a few of them, :

Mr. BATH: These ave the concessions
which have made it necesary to sweaf the
railway employees; these are the conees-
sions which have made it necessary for
the people of the State to pay an in-
creased amount in interest and sinking
fund charges in order that the exploiters
and combines shonld pocket increased
profits. Then again we are told about
the vigorous poliey in connection with
the constroction of railways. It is a re-
markable thing that although a consider-
able sum of money has been expended
in railways, with the result that the in-
terest and sinking fund bill has gone up
to the tune of £145,000 since 1903-6, the
railway vevenue, instead of inereasing,
has decreased, and it seeins to me that in
connection with some of the agricultural
railways the only result has been to put
money info the pockets of those speeu-
lators, those who have held or secured
the land along the railways, and who have
pocketed the profits as the result of the
expenditure of loan funds on these rail-
way linez. We find as to proposed new
railways that those people who get the
information, obtain the land, and the only
result of the construetion of the railways
is to enable them to net enbanced profits.

The Treasurer: Where did they get the
information from %

Mr. BATH: If the Treasurer is willing,
I wonld like to see a return of the land-
holders along the Preston Valley line, and
its proposed extension; a return of the
land-lolders along the Katanning-Kojon-
up railway; a return of the land-holders
atong the Wickepin railway, and a re-
turn of those who have taken up land
along the proposed extension of the
Goomalling line, northward and eastward,
and we would have some interesting in-
. formation. T want to point out what
the Attorney General said in this matter
in 1905, He said:—

There is one matter I shonld like to
emphasise, and that is that 1T am
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thoroughly in accord with what the
Leader of the Opposition said in re-
gard to the lands lying adjacent to our
existing lines of railway and in regard
to the necessity for having these lands
thrown open for selection before we
push on with the policy of spur lines.
It is a shame, when travelling on these
lines, to see on both sides of the rail-
ways thousands of acres tied up purely
for speculative purposes; and at the
" same time, are we justified in going
in for the construction,of railways to
make lands at the back of these avail-
able for the assistance of the people of
the State ¢ The possibility of pur-
chasing these lands along existing rail-
ways may be entirely beyond the
powers of the Treasurver, especially if
he were simply to go inte the open
market and ask for them to be sold to
him at the price the vendors ask; but
there are other means of aequiring
these lands, and they have already been
pointed ount to the Treasurer. If those
whe hold these lands for speeunlative
purposes were made the subjeet of
some taxation on unimproved values,
we would find that these estates, which
have been locked up waiting for the
expansion of the State to give them
the unearned inerement. would become
available for the settlement of the
citizens of the State, and we would not
he obliged to construet these railways
into what ave praetically the back-
blocks of our agricultural districts to
find land on ahich to place settlers.
That opinion was endorsed by the mem-
her for Gascoyne (Mr., Butcher) the
ofher night, when he said there was
room for a million of people to he settled
on existing lines of railway without con-
structing an additional mile. [ agree
with the oapinion expressed by that hon.
member, and with that expressed by the
Attorney General before he was Attorney
General. Had we adopted that policy we
eoutd have largely increased the return
from owr railways without involving one
additional penny in expenditure, with-
oul increasing interest and sinking fund
eharges, and the Treasurer would have
found that lis Budget would have been
halanced withour having wvesort to the
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many devious methods he has adopted.
Of course, while I recognise the value of
the information offered by the Attorney
General in 1905, he has strayed from the
paths of rectitude because of the attrae-
tion of the flesh-pots of Egypt. [The
Altorney General: There is not much at-
traction about them.] At any rate the
Attorney General is very anxious to
stick to office. Now we come to the
T'reasurer’s inlerjection of a short time
ago, as to the faet that no works had
heen carried out in 1904-5. 1 wish to
ive a comparison belween what was then
widely termed the “mark time” poliey
and the alleged vigorous policy of the
present Adwinistration. In 1904-5 the
expendilure from revenue and from gen-
eral loan fund on the three great labounr-
employing departments, the Railway De-
partment, the Public Works Department,
and the Mines Department, was £2,581,941,
while in 1903-6 it was £2,240,844
or £340,000 less. Again, in 1906-7 it was
£2.389,416, or nearly £200,000 jJess. I
have not the loan figures for 1907-8—1
tried to wet them yesterday—but the
Government will need to have expended
considerably over one million pounds
from general loan fund in order to eqnal
the combined expendiutre in 1904-5. So
when the Preasurer talks about no ex-
penditure on works in 1904-5 he is abso-
lutely {alking without hix hook. and has
not taken the trouble to look np the
financial returns of this State. T think
there was wore money spent then, more
men were employved, more work was
found, and more was done to develop the
resources of the State than has been done
in any year by any Government that has
beld olffice  since that date. We have
heard a great deal about the great en-
ecurarenient given to the various indus-
tries by the present Administration. I
want 1o point ont that in the mining in-
* dustry the Labour Government did more
in 1904-5 in a practical way for the en-
conragement of that induslyy than has
been done since. In 1904-5 we expended
from revenue on the erection of new
State hatteries £33,219, as eompared with
only £33,174 w 1905-6, and nothing at
all in I06-7. Again. in water supply
for mining distriets we expended £32,748
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in 1404-5; while only £18,795 was ex-
pended in 19056, and only £15,952 in
1906-7. Also in the mining development
vote, from revenne we provided £6,046
in 1904-5, while a sum of £6,641 was
provided in 1905-6, and in 1906-7 no-
thing was provided from revenue for the
purpose, Taking the eombined expendi-
ture, apart from administration, in
divect encourngement of the mining in-
dustry in 1904-3 we provded from revenue
and general loan fund the sam of
£117,353, while in 1905-6 only £94,636
was  expended, and 109,748 in 1906-7.
The loan figures not being availahle this
vear, 1 am not able to give them; but I
feel sure they will not equal our com-
hined expenditure in direct encourage-
ment of the mining indusiry in 1904-5.
Then, in the development of agriculture,
the expenditure from general loan fund
in 1904-5 was £152,665; in 1905-6 it was
£38,559, and in 1906-7 it was £150,026:
so Lhat in these two direetions when the
actnal figures are quoted it is seen that in
19N4-5 we expended i direcl encourage-
ment more than bas been done hy either
the Rason Adwinistration or the present
Government. We are also told about the
great development in land settlement that
has talken place, but in 1904-5 there was
a greater amount of land settlement than
has taken place since. In faet, the year
1904-5, althongh we had withdrawn land
from being taken up as grazing leases,
was a record year for land seftlement in
this State—not settlement in big arveas,
but for what might be termed closer set-
tlement.

Hen. F, H. Piesse: A great denl of
that settlement was under grazing lease
conditions, whieh were not so satisfactory
to the State as the present econditional
purchase conditions.

Mr. BATH : Tn that year we had with-
drawn grazing leases from selection owing
to the decision in the Lee Steere case.
That decision has since been overruled,
but at that time it held good, and we
were nol desirous of giving pastoral les-
sees any exclusive privilege to take up
that elass of land.

Hon., F. H. Piesse: My remark was
exclusive of that. I referred to the
grazing leases which were :bandoned
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after a time. Now, of course, the condi-
tions are conditional purehase.

Mr. BATH: Even with those exeluded,
compared with the years sinee, the year
1905 was a record for land settlement.

So while the present Government boast -

about these matters, it is just as well the
public should know the aciunal fignres,
and that whatever rvecord the Government
may have established in the three years
they have held office, that record was ex-
caeded by the Labour Government in the
so-called “mark-time” year of 1904-5.
To show how far the Treasurer has been
astray in all his predictions and state-
ment in vegard to what the present Gov-
ernment were going to do and what would
be the result of their poliey, I have anly
to point out his propheeies- when intro-
ducing the Loan Bill of 1906. The
Treasurer then stated: —

“The effect of this Bill will be
readily seen by members if they follow
the figures T am about to quote. The
total authorisations of Western Aus-
tralin to the 30th June, 1906, were
£18,273,253. We have redeemed of
that amount £214,700, and our accumu-
Jated sinking fond is £1,320,603.
These latter being deducted leave fhe
net indebtedness of £16,737,950, equal-
ling £64 3s. 8d. per head of our popu-
lation. If we had to go on the market
to-day to raise the sum of money men-
tioned in this Loan Bill, £2,467,000,
our net liability would be increased of
course very considerably, to the extent
of £9 6s. 8d. per head of our popaula-
tion; but I think we wmay fairly con-
sider that this lean, which it is pro-
posed shall be spread over the next
two and a-half to three years, at any
rate two years to two and a-half years
—[Interjection] —a good * portion, at
least one-half, will be raised early next
vear. T reckon we wiil have to raise
one and a-half willions next year, and

. the balance, the other million, the fol-
lowing year. T think we may fairly
estimate that the population will in-
rrease in the same or similar propor-
tion to what it has done during the
past few years; and if that takes
place, our population at the end of
June, 1908, should approximate some-
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thing like 283,000 people. I find on
turning to the statisties that our popu-
lation on the 30th June, 1904, was
238,000, and that on the 30th June,
1906, that is two years later, we had
in¢reased to 261,000; and it is esti-
mated by the statisticians that at the
end of June. 1908, at ahout the same
rate of inerease, our population will
be enual to 283,000 people. Then if
we fake into congideration—and I
think we are justified in considering
this faet in connection with the matter
—thal during the next two finaneial
vears we will have paid to our sinking
fund an annval amount of £232,5067,
in 1906-7, and £245,960 in 1907-8, we
will find that our net liability at the
end of the financial year 1907-8 will be
£18,726,423, or equal to £66 3s. 5d. per
head of our estimated population at
that date—that is provided that be-
tween now and the end of the 1907-8
financial year, we have raised the whole
of the loan we are now asking Parlia-
ment to anthorise us to raise by this
Bill. Of course if the whole of the
loan is not Hoated during that period,
that is within the next twenty months
—and [ think it will be—but if it is
not, then our indebtedness per head of
the population, providing we have this
moederate estimated increase goihg on,
will be pretty well the same as it is
to-day. 'That is the effect of the Loan
Bill so far as the total indebtedness of
the country is concerned.”
The Treasurer was reckoning that the
State would progress under the Govern-
ment’s beneficent administration at the
same ratio that it had been progressing
during the year of that Government
which they so roundly condemned in
3905, But, as a matter of fact, the popu-
lation on the 30th June, 1908, was only
269,000, as compared with the Treasur-
er's estimate of 283,000, Tn faet, during
the tennre of the |wesent Administration.
instead of the population inereasing, in-
stead of having this great impeins to
industry, this confidence restored through-
out the length and breadth of the land,
we find that population was leaving
Western Australia instead of coming te
it. Tn 1904-5. the year of the Labour
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Government, we had an inerease of
12,490 in the population, or 5.16 per
cent. TIn the next year, 1906, the increase
was only 2.73 per cent., or a total of
6,967, while in 1907, when the Treasurer
came into office, the increase was 2,100,
or 0.80 per cent, and this increase was
due to excess of births over deaths.
During the year the State lost by excess
of departures over arrivals to the nmber
of 2,687, [The Treasurer: What is the
population to-day, and the ineréase on
last year?] The population now is
269,000, The increase is only given up
to the end of the calendar year 1907.
The returns of population are given for
the calendar and not for the financial
vear, and we shall have to wait until the
end of this year before we know the
figures for 1908, The fact reinains that
the Treasurer, in making a prediction in
1906, reckoned on the population increas-
ing to 283,000. It says a great deal for
the depression which has resulted from
the methods of the present Government
that the population was practieally at a
standstill between 1905 and 1907.

The Treasurer: Fas there not been an
inerease in the last 12 months?

Mr. BATH: During the lasi six
months there has been, but we have to
balance that hy the movements of the
population at the end of each vear.

The Treasurer: Is not the inerease to
be put to our -eredit?

Mr. Walker: The people are returning
from trips to the Fast.

Mr. BATH: The Treaswrer cannot
take the six-monthly returns, for the
question must be viewed from the re-
turns at the end of the ecalendar year,
and until the end of this vear we shall
not know what the rate of inerease for
1908 has been. T am faking the complete
vear in each ecase. and have shown
that, were it not for an excess of births
over deaths, the State wounld have lost
instead of gained pépulation as the ve-
sult of the wethods of the present Gov-
ernment. We have had it said by the
Press and on the public platform. at
banquets and other funetions given to the
Minister for Mines in the course of his
motor ride through the Menzies and
North Coolgardie distriets, that the
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Mines Department is administered in
what might, be termed a superior fashion,
and we are told that the State batteries
have been placed on a proper adminis-
trative hasis. The Minister for Mines
has not been very ready in making known
the report of the State Batteries Inquiry
Board, for that report places an alto-
gether different complexion on thiz boast
of splendid administration by the Min-
ister. What is more, while the State was
involved in a considerable amount of ex-
pense to secure that report, the recom-
mendations made in it and the actual in-
formation gleaned hy memnmbers of the
Board have not heen availed of by the
Minister. We lhave had the statement
made that the Govermment intend to evect
wnil stamps eonsisting of two-head mills
i eertain nining distriets in order to en-
courage the development of mining, and
this in spite of the reports which have
been received as to the manner in which
the two-head mills have worked at Linden
and Mount Morgans. These mills have
proved absolute failures, and yel, if the
information which has been given is cor-
rect, the Govermnent intend to establish
them in other parts of the fields, and
have ordered a nuwher of them: from
makers in the Bastern Stater, Let us
turn to what the State Batteries Inquiry
Board say io regard to these mills, A
unit mill was run under their supervis-
ion in avder that it might be given a fair
trial so as to establish whether it would
be advantageous to ereet them in the
various mining distriels in Western Auns-
tralia. After giving particulars of the
various (rials the members of the Board
in their report say:—

“TWe have received particulars of
another pneumatie unit stamp uow on
the niarket and we ave of the opinion
that it has advantages that cannot be
claimed by the one now on trial. There
i no quesiion but that sach a will as
this unit appeared to be when first’
evected is mueh required for ent-back
prospecting, but by the result of the
trial it is to be regretted that the entire
unsuitableness of this partienlar mill
for the purpose in view has heen for
the present demonstrated.”

Tn spite of that fact and in spite of the
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trial, the Minister persists in establishing
this mill at Linden in order, affer all the
expenge of carting it and of erecting it
and of providing the necessary oil engine
to mn it, to have it demonstrated in &
pvactieal Fashion that it is practieally
useless for the purpose for which it is
necded.

The Mimister for Mines: It is not the
same class of mill at all as the one men-
tioned in the veport of the board, which
was a pnewmatic unit stamp mill and
different entirely.

Mr. BATH: Anyhow, from letters I
have received from those interested in
tniming properties, there is not the slight-
est doubt that the two-stamp mills are
alse failures,

The Minister for Mines: They did five
vears' 2ood work at Yalgoo and Black
Range,

Mr. BATH: Surely the Minister does
not want a better demoustration than the
protests from the people at Linden, who
have made it known throngh the Press of
the State that the wil! has been dis-
mantled at the Mount Margaret Lake
View mine, where it was given a trial.
Swrely this is sufficient to stay the hand
of the Minister and foree him to see if
he e¢an adopt seme other means of en-
couraging the mining industry without
involving the State in a loss of this des-
eription, 1 have referred previously to
the Public Health Department, and in
this connection there is no doubt that
tlhe admimstration of the Department
cails for all-round condemnation by all
interested in the health of the State—
aud more especially the health of the in-
fant popunlation of the State, We find
that in May of this year eertain state-
ments  were brought - forward by Mr.
Lander. an Tuspector for the Society for
the Preveution of Cruelty to Animals,
that cows suffering from tuberculosis
were being milked and that the milk was
heing distributed not only to consumers
in the metropolitan area buf also to the
Perth Public Hospital. There is not the
slightest doubt that he supplied sofficient
information on that oceasion to justify
the Public Health Department taking
steps immediately for the purpose of
remedying such a scandzlous eondition of
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affairs. What did they do? They prae-
tieally ignored bhis statements; and the
Colonial Secretary, when interviewed by
the Press, said the statements made by
the inspector were unreliable and there
was no truth in them. As a matter of
faet the Government removed Mr. Lander

from his position as an honorary inspee-

tor under the Central Board of Health.
After they had poob-pooked the state-
ments and Mr., Lander had taken
measures in other channels to venttlate
what he considered to be a standing dis-
grace, we find, so late as July, that the
Central Board of Health al last awaken-
ed to the necessity for making an inves-
tigation, This is the result as was pub-
lished in the Press:—

“The Central Board of Health have
during the past few days been actively
engaged in ordering the destruction of
a number of eows, which, according to
their veterinary experts, have been af-
fected with tubercnlosis. The depart-
ment resolved some time back to apply
the tubereulin test to the dairy herds
in the metropolitan area, and a veter-
inarvy  officer was entrusted with the
task. The result has preatly exceeded
the department’s antieipation, for a
large pereentnge were found to be more
or less affected, and in every case des-
truetion was ordered. A few figures
whiehh were obtained yesterday will
give an idea of the wholesale slanghter
that i8 in eowrse of progress. In one
dairy ont of 26 cows 20 were ordered
to be destroved; in another five out of
eight were declared unfit to supply
milk for human eonsmuoption, and were
consenuently  eompelled  to  share the
fate deereed by the department. In
n third dairy 12 out of 18 cows were
diseovered to be similarly affected, and
they, ton, were condemned. Altogether
m four dairies 41 cows were reporied
by the vet. to be a menace fo health,
and the department at Satarday morn-
ng’s meeting resolved on their exter-
mination.”

This in spite of the statement by fhe
Colonial Secietary a considerable period
antecedent to that date .in which he ab-
solutely scouted Mr. Lander’s statements
and practically said there was no truth
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in them. [The Minister for Mines: That
was in regard to one special case.] It
was not in regard to one case, but in re-
gard to half a dozen instances quoted by
Mr. Lander, and even now the safeguards
provided by the Central Board are not
sufficient to proteet the public of this
State, and ‘especially the consumers in
the metropolitan area, from having milk
from bheasts swifering from tuberculosis.
It is a scandalous eondition of affairs
and unless prompt action is taken—and
I cannot see how we can properly pro-
tect the people by other than a municipal
milk supply—there is not the slightest
doubt we will sow the seeds of a chronie
disease which will sertously affeet the
people 1 the near future, Tt is not only
the faet that the milk has gone into con-
sumption, but we are told that beasts
suffering from tubereulosis are bought by
butchers at a nominal price. that the had
parts are eut away and that the rest have
gone into econsumption. Owing to the
operation of the weat-ring in this State,
many butchers desiring fo start business
have bought beasts of this kind in order
to sell meat at a less price than that
charged by members of the ring. There
is no doubt that many of these beasts
have gone inte eonsumption, have been
bought up by the butechers in a small
way, and thus have become a menace to
the health of the State, This inenace ex-
ists at the present fime, and instead of
discouraging men like Mr, Lander, who
is anxious to protect the people of the
metropolitan area, the Central Board of
Healih and the Colomial Secretary should
have given bhim every encouragement.
What they did was to remove him from
the position of an honorary inspector.
Then again we have the case of the Chief
Inspector of Factories and his removal
from the Department. There is no doubt
there is something rotten in the state of
that partienlar Department when, instead
of removing those officers whe have been
a bar to the proper administration of
these measures, who have allowed their
private prejudices to creep in to defeat
legislation, they are getting rid of the
one man who was honestly trying to carry
out his duties, and was honestly desirous

of earning the salary the people paid him’
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for this purpose. Tt may be news to the
Government, but it is welt for them to
know, that the non-administration of the
Factories Aet is responsible for the fact
that there ave work-reoms in this eity
where young girls and women are em-
ployed, which are a disgrace to Western
Australia and whieh provide a menace to
the health of the workers. Tf we had the
Factories Department administered pro-
perly, this state «of affairs would he
remedied. In a new community like
Western Anstralia, where we can estab-
lish fair conditions, we should have in-
spectors to see that at least the health of
the girls and women, if not that of the
men, is protected to the fullest possible
extent. Another thing also the Treasurer
might attend to. He might take steps to
see that Fremantle and Northam, and I
believe Kalgoorlie, shall make restitution
to this State for the amount of subsidies
wrongfully received. If it is right and
proper for the Treasurer to make re-
stitntion to those municipalities of fines
wrongfully grabbed by him, it is eertainly
right for the municipalities to make re-
stitution to the Treasurer.

The .lttorney General: How dv you
know there is any money due by Kalgoor-
lie to the Treasurer ?

Mr. BATH : From the veport of the
select committee.

The .lttarney General :
never any investigation.

Mr. Stuart : There was.

Mr. BATH : The report of the select
conmittee will demonstrate what I have
said. At least I think that what is fair
from one side should be fair from the
other ; and if the Treasurer will make
application these people will pay back
these moneys, and he will be able to make
capital of the fact that revenue will be
received from them in the shape of re-
stituted subsidies. There is one point
which is seriously influencing the minds
of the public of this State, and in my
opinion it is the roek upon which the pre-
sent  Government have 10 some extent
foundered, that is that in Western Ans-
tralia, a young community with a popu-
lation of something under 270,000 people,
we are to-day building up a set of con-
ditions rivalling those of Ameriea - and

There was
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(ireat Britain. I mean that in Westemn
Australia small bodies or c¢ombines—
{Member : Or speculators]—yes, or
speculators, are permitted, in fact en-
conraged by the Government, to exploit
the people of this State, to rob them at
every twrn. I have only to point to the
operationis of the meat ecombine. I know
the member for Canning (Mr. Gordon)
will say there is no meat ring in Western
Australia ; he has said it before. But
there is indubitable proof of its exis-
tence, It is true that on different oeca-
sions outsiders have come in and com-
peted with them for a time, and we bave
had a temporary reduetion in priees,
brought about by temperary competition
between one set of suppliers and another,
but it has onlty been a matter of time for
these people to be included, with the re-
sult that they all afterwards carry on
their depredations in the same old
fashion. If we are to buwild up a pros
perous eommurity the people must be
free from the operations of trusts, It
is no use enabling the rich to,grow richer
by exploiting the poor, and making the
poor poorer. If we are to build up a
prosperous State, we must help the people
themselves, for the people make the State
powerful and prosperous; and some
means must be devised by the present Go-
vernment so that the people may be re-
lieved from the depredations of combines
of the character T have mentioned. To
show that a combine eyists in the meat
trade, T will give you particulars as to
the way it carries on its operations in
Knlgoorlie. As a matter of faet, in Kal-
goorlie, no man, no matter how much
lie is possessed of, ¢an establish a butcher-
ing business unless he gets the approval
of the combine. He might lay out
£1,000 in equipping a shop, but until he
gets the consent of the combine to supply
him with meat, he is not able to ¢arry on
his business ; and what is more, he has
te supply the meat at prices approved of
by the combine. Then, if he desires to
dispose of his business, he eannot do so
nnless he agnin secures the approval of
the combine, so that we see they have an
absolute control of the trade in that dis-
trict.  Ta give vou an instance. a man
employed in a fairly good position, as
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foreman, in a butchering business in the
wetropolitan area, throwzh some trouble
in his employvment left or was discharged.
He went to Kalgoorlie and was promised
a hillet by a butchering firm there; but
before be started work the matter was
made known to ihe other members of the
ring, and they stated that the man should
not be employved. He had then to seek
analber occupation. Thai is the way the
ring operates in Kalgoorlie. That in-
stance has been brought under my notice
by those who had to abide by the de-
cisions of that combine ; and the same
also, I am told, is the ennditicn of affairs
in the metropolitan area. We are told
that the rise in the priee of meat is ab-
solutely necessary because there is sear-
city of stoek. That seems to me absurd
in view of the figures given by the Pre-
mier with regard to the big increase in
flocks and herds of the State. Nay, we
have it on the authority of the member
for Gaseoyne {Mr. Butcher) that we have
abundant stock, and freezing works he
declares are necessary to enable us to get
rid of some of the surplus. If we have to
do lat, there should be ample to supply
eonsumers at a reasonable price. T be-
lieve there is ample ; but the operations
of this combine prevent the people of
Western Australin from getting meat at
reasonable prices. Every Minister must
recognise what a serious thing it is for
many of owr population, who under the
best of ecircumstances live from hand to
mouth, whose earnings are just safficient
to provide them with a house to live in
and clothing to wear, and who have heconie
suddenly faced with tbis question. The
price of meat has been high enough in the
past, and it is a serious blow to the con-
sumers of this State. It means that
many will have to go without ; and to a
working man dependent on his musele
it becomes a very serious problem in-
deed. We see in this State to-day not
only ostentalious but insalting evidences
of the wealth which is the result of this
meat business in Western Australia.
When they talk of no profit we need only
point to these evidences on all sides. This
is n =erions subjeet, and 1 helieve that one
solution would be in the direction of the
Governmment persevering in the movement
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of having their own steamer on the North
Waest coast to bring down supplies. That
might give a chanee to stoek-rajsers, who
in the past have been dependent on
steamers chartered by the members of the
meat ring. I hope the Government will
persevere in this direction. I think that
unless the people who have stock to sup-
ply come to a more reasonable view, the
Government, who have established abat-
toirs, should also see that wmeat is sup-
plied to the public at a fair price, even
if it should be necessary for them to
open their own shops.

Mr. Gordon : How do you know itis
not a fair price i eomparison with other
States ?

Mr. BATH : The hon. member may
make something out of the business ; but
if he has to pay the ruling prices for
meat, be will realise that they are not
fair, If they can export meat from
Western Australia, or ayy other part of
Australia, and retail it in England at from
4d. to 6d. per lb., they ought to be able
to.sell it at a very mueh cheaper rate
in Western Australia. But these people
ask the Government to give them, free of
interest, a loan to enable them to estab-
lish freezing works to send the snrplus
away, and eontinue to sell it at from Jd.
to Gd. per lb. so as to maintain the priee
to the consumer in Western Australia at
anything from 8d. to 1s. 3d. per Ib.

Mr. Gordon : Meat is as cheap here
as in any other part of Australia,

Mr. BATH: If we uave all the stock
in the North-West that is mentioned in
the returns, we should get fresh meat in
Western Australia and not frozen meat ;
and if meat were sold at a fair price in
this State, the pastoralists in the North-
West wounld find plenty of outlets for
their flocks without the necessity of going
to the markets of Soulb Africa and the
0Old Country. Then we have the position
in regard to the farmers of this State,
It is true that the State assists them to
a certain extent ; we have built railways,
and we assist the farmers through the
agricuftoral bank ; money is obtained
from the savings bank, it passes throngh
the channel of the agrieultural bank. and
s0 we give loans to the prodneers at a
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reasonable rate of interest. But we stop
there, and practieally all the Government
assistanee we render is werely with a view
to handing the farmers over to the tender
mercies of the middleman. We have had
evidences that private enterprise has
stepped in and practically xobbed all the
producers of this State of all that has
been given to them by the agrieultural
hank.

At 615, the Speaker left the Chair,
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Mr. BATH (continuing): Al the ad-
journment, I was referring to the effect
whieh the operations of combines have in
vavions direetions, and I Lad dealt with
the attitude taken up by the middlemen,
machinery agents and others of that ilk,
in praetieally robbing the pruducers, the
farmers of the State, of the advantages
which are conferred on them by the as-
sistance rendered to farmers up to a
certain stage by the Government through
tlie Agricultural Bank. The whole ques-
tion is one on which the future of
Western Australia hinges. It is early in
the stage of industrial development for
trusis of the nature of those so well-
known in America to begin their opera-
tions in places like Western Australia.
A population of 269,000 is altogether too
few to be handed over fo the tender
mereies of the combines, and we have to
recognise that the more assistance we
render them the wmore power we give
them te fileh the earnings of the wealth
procducers, the more power do we give
them to exploit them in the fufure. So
far as the meat ring, the flour milling
combing and timber c¢owbines o, we
are helping themn to build up that power
im Western Australia which will enable
them for generations to come to exploit
the whule of the State, to rob the wealth
praduced by lhe warkers of the eom-
munity and bring about that condibion
of affairs which only ends, in its ultimate
vesult, somethinyg the natnve of  which
they are experiencing in Amerieca. The
obvious remedy is for the Govermment
pledged to carry out administeation for
the benefit of the whole of the people
to step in at the earliest moment and nip
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in the bud the exploitation of the people
of the State. It has been said by the
Treasnrer, and I can only wonder at his
presmption at saying sach a thing, thet
the Government of the State have not
been going round the country making
promises and filling the Treasury with
unredeemed pledges. 1t appears to me
the Government have done little else than
travel round the country making sueh
promises. If the Treasurer said this is
true I should say exactly the ovpposite,
and that he would not willingly express
such sentiments as were uttered by him
at some funetions in and round Perth.
Let us take for instance the promise re-
peatedly made by the Government, made
by Mr. Rason in 1905 in ibe eouniry, of
local option and repeated by the Premier
and other members of the Cabinet at
every session of Parliament which we
bhave had since that date. Mr. Rason in
his policy speech in 1905 said it was the
intention of the Government to infroduce
a local option Bill. He did not propose
to introduce one that would be as satis-
factory or wo so far as that of the Labour
Governmenl—the measure actnally in-
froduced in 1905—but he did say they
were going to give the people a full mea-
suve In regard to inereases or reduetions
of licenses. Now in 1905 the member
for Claremont introduced a Bill for the
discontinuance of the granting of any
farther licenses pending the introduction
of a measure of reform so far as the
liquor trade was concerned.  On that
oecasion  various membsrs of the Mini-
sterial party opposed that measure on
the ground that the Government were
going to introduce this Bill, They pro-
mised to introduece it, therefore there was
no need to place such a measure as the
resirietion of the powers of the licensing
bench on the statite book of the State.
In 1906 AMr. Illingworth introduced a
similar measure providing that no farther
licenses should be granted for twelve
months, and on that oecasion, or prior
to that oeccasion, the Premier (Mr.
Moore) replied to a question put hy my-
self in the Assembly. 1 asked—

“Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment te introduce during the present
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session a Bill to provide for local op-
tion in regard to licenses to sell liquor¥”
The Treasurer replied—

“No. The intention of the Govern-
ment is to bring down a comprehensive
measure dealing with the whole ques-
tion, next session,”

T will give the opinion of an hon. member
on the Ministerial henehes as to the
straightforwardness of the Government
in continnally promising loeal option and
failing to bring it down. Mr. Barnet,
who opposed the Bill introduced by Mr.
Foulkes in 1905, supporied the measure
introduced by the then member for West
Perth (Mr. [lingwarth) for these
reasons, He said:—

“T intend 7o support this measure,
If the Government had carried out the
promisze made last session, there would
be no necessity for this Bill. . . . I
differ from fhe Attorney General. I
helieve the residents in the loeality of
a proposed hotel should have a right
to say whether the new license should
be granted, and not allow the licensing
henches to decide as they think fit.
It is in the best intercsts of the State
that this measurve should pass, and the
sooner it 1s left to the people to say
whether additional licenses shall be
granted or not, the better. I support
the Bill”

The mover of that Bill, in speaking in
reply to the wmotion, also pointed out
that the Government had failed to carry
out their promise in regard to local op-
tion. T have only to point out the fact
that the strongest opposition to the enact-
ment of the measure introduced by Mr.
Faoulkes and the Bill introduced by Mr.
Tingworth came from the Government
benehes. Now when it is a question of
appealing to the electors of the State,
now when it is a question of loeal option
being one of the vital issues in the coming
election campaign, the Government who
opposed {he passage of these measures
say, * We are going to intraduce a Bill
providing for noe farther issue of licenses
for a peried of twelve months or until
the local option Bill has been introduced.”
And they are going to the country with
a fine plank in their platform in favour
of local option, and attempting to gull
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the electors of the State. But if the elec-
tors have any knowledge of what has
gone before they will know that repeated
opportunities have been given to the pre-
sent Government, for three years with a
following of 32 at (heir back, to in-
troduce that measure if they had been
sincerely in favour of it. Then again
we have the question of Upper House
reform. We are told in the (Governor's
Speech—

Foremost amongst these matters are
Bills for amending the Constitution
Act, s0 as to place the franchise for
the Legislative Couneil on a wmore
liberal basis.

It is just as well to say that in 1905 a
precisely similar statement was made by
Mr. Rason in his speech at Midland June-
tion. At that time he declared he was
woing to introduce a Bill to reduce the
franchise frem £25 to £13, and he was
not a man to go back on his word. For
three years the people of this State have
waited for that measure of Legislative
Council reform and for three years the
Govermment have shelved il, in spite of
the fact that the Attorney (General before
he joined the Ministry said he wounld
support no Ministry that did not make
that proposal the first plank in their
platform. He has been a member of the
Ministry for two vears and no attempt
has been made to introduce the Bill
The Government have had ample oppor-
tunity, and they have had a strong
majority behind them; and if they
had been honest and earnest in their pro-
posals that measure would Lhave been in-
trodueed. Again it is a question of hav-
ing a good election ery to the people.
The Government were more concerned
in framing a poliey to appeal to the
electors of the State upon, than they
were concerned in carrying out the pro-
mises made to the electors in 1905. We
are told about all these legislative pro-
posals and the diseussion which has pre-
vented the Government from introduecing
these two proposals. that is local option
and Legislative Council reform, and yet
if we look at the list of Bills which has
been submitted for the consideration of
this House we shall see how many less
important proposals, matters of com-
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parative unimportance eompared to local
option and Upper House reforn, have
been submitted to this House and passed
through. We have had proposals for
making the lot of the policeman mueh
harder than it is at the present time,
in the shape of an amendment of the
Police Act. We have had a Police Of
fences Bill, a Second Hand Dealers Bill,
amendments of the Marriage Act and
Jury Aect, all sorts of measures put be-
fore the Assembly, taking up the time
of the House, but there has been no time
to deal with local option or Upper House
reform, matters to which the Ministerial
party were honourably pledged through
their promise to fthe electors in 1905.
1 say the excuse is altogether too thin;
and if the electors of this State are to be
gulled at this juneture by an attempt to
use the Governor’s Speech as an elee-
tioneering platform for the coming
elections, then they have less sense than
I give them cvedit for. 1 remember that
the Premier grew very indignant at a
social at Mount Magnet because someone
acensed the Government of failing to
carry out promises, but T bhave pointed
out their failure to ecarry out promises
in regard to these two imporiant legisla-
tive proposals. We have only to turn to
the reguest of the police to representa-
tion on the Police Benefit Fund. When
I brought that matter up under a motion
for a select eommittee, T pointed out that
these men having to contribute, as they
do, considerable sums each month out of
their seanly earnings as their share of
the upkeep of the fund, it was only fair
that they should have representation on
that board. The Premier agreed with me
and said it was a just claim, and that it
would be conceded: but as a matter of
fact, only a few months ago new regula-
tions were printed, and provision was
miade for the same old board whieck has
administered the Police Benefit Fund in
the past, and which the police force de-
gires altered. Tt is true that a somewhat
tardy attempt has been made in the shape
of a request, or rather a submission of a
baliol paper to the members of the police
forece on which they are asked to say
whether they are in favonr of the Conr
wissioner of Police retiring from the
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board or not. What chanee has a member
of the police force, over whom the Com-
missioner has eonirol, to express his true
apinion on a proposal of that kind %
Why was not the promise of the Premier
carried out straightforwardly ? That
is, to ask the Commissioner to retire and
then give the police force a chance to
nominate a man—a chanee to ballot for
the best man amongst them as their re-
presentative on the board.

The Treasurer : Was it a seeret hallot §
What sort of ballot was it?

Mr. BATH : Judging by what is said
in the Press, it was, “ Are you in favour
of the Commissioner retiring 7 "—some-
thing like that ; at any rate that was the
purport of it. If the police are entitled
to a representative, let them have their
representation as the railway. men have
representation on the appeal board. That
wonld be a straightforward method, and
there would be no possible chance of any
member of the police foree being vie-
timised as through the present method of
finding out whether they want a repre-
sentative or not. Now thers is one matter
to which 1 wish to refer, and I am sorry
that the member for North Perth (Mr.
Brebber) attempted to use it in the wman-
ner he did the other day. Tt is altogether
objectionable and undesirable that the
question of anyv intervention by a member
of this House, on whatever side he sits,
in the recent firewood dispute or in the
former timber trouble, should be used as
a means of seeuring political kudos. The
member for North Perth was altogether
incorreet in saying that the Premier had
gettled both disputes. But Iam not going
to allot the ecredit to any individual ; I
do not think it is necessary or desirable ;
and if the member for North Perth can-
not float into Parliament on any better
plank than that the Premier settled both
these strikes, he wilt be like the drowning
“ Heilan’man,” clinging to a whisky bottle
in the river Clyde. After all, let us ap-
peal to higher grounds than that. T do not
wish to detract in any way whatever from
anyone's part in that dispute ; but I do
not want to see it, in the absence of more

effective matter on which to go to the-

electors, used by the member for North
Perth or anyone as a plea to the electors,
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or as a juslification for support to the
Government. As I said before, I do not
think it is a matter that it would be wise
or decent to quarrel about; but if the
member for North Perth is desivous of
doing it, then members of the Opposition
side of the House will be able to tell the
whole truth. One other matter before I
conclude, and that is in regard to the
general attidude adopted by Ministers of
careering around the country on the eve
of an election, frantically promising all
sorts of concessions in order, apparently,
to win the approval of the electors. We
have had in the newspapers a great deal
of adulation ladled out to various Min-
isters. We have been told how the Hon-
orary Minister who controls the Agri-
cultural Department wrapped himself in
a g and went to sleep. Well, it seems
to ine from the way he has been canonised,
the Honorary Minister did not need seo
prosaic an article as a rug to keep himself
warm ; he should have wrapped himself
in the adulation given to him; his hale
should have been sufficiently warm to
keep him snug without a rug. Then the
added particular i1s given to us, that in
the morning he got up and ate some
damper. There are many tens of thousands
of unfortunates in this State—if they may
be called unforlunates—who have to eat
damper every day in their lives, but this
is not paraded in the Press. One would
think there was suffictent provided by
the Press in the way of pap for the
Honorary Minister to make it unneces-
sary for him to eat damper on any of his
trips. We have Ministers promising a
pump here, sheep there, and some other
concession somewhere else, until we have
reached that stage that a Minister is re-
garded as some king, travetling in all his
pomp, distributing largesse on every side.
That is not a method that should comnend
itself in the interests of the State. It
should be sufficient for Ministers to map
out for themselves what they think a
course in the interests of the State, with-
out making it necessary for them to rely
on these peity promises here, there, and
everywhere, while careering through the
country, in order to make themselves good
with the electors. At one time the Mini-
ster for Mines says that the sliding scale
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in our State batteries is obsolete, that we
do not want any more of it. He has a
couple of wesks’ trip throughout the
North Coolgardie and Murchison eleetor-
ates, and comes back and says that we
must again revert to the system of the
sliding scale. Where is there finality?
Where is there any definite line of action
to which this Government is committed?
1 fail to find it. It seems to me 2 frantie
seramble through the country at the
State’s expense in order to secure a few
votes for Ministers. In the present eon-
dition of Western Awustralia there are
heavy responsibilities upon those who for
the time heing occupy administrafive
offices. 1 am ot one who wishes in any
way to treat tightly the task of the pre-
sent Government, but when Ministers se-
cure office on the strength of promises
made in regard to the finances, admini-
stration, and legislation, they shonld at
least make a reasonable effort to fulfil
thoge promises and to earry out the plan
of campaign, or fulfil the mandate on
which they were elected. It is on that
seore that I condemn the present Govern-
ment, Of course it may be said that with
the assistance of a powerful Press—and
practically with few exeeptions the whole
of the Press throughout the State are
harracking for the Government—it is un-
necessary for them to be at all consistent,
or to have any regard whatever to pro-
mises they have made to the electors, T
do not think that the Attorney General
imagines that. He will have a diffienli
task enough at the eoming elections. He
recognises that a Minister or a politician
must make a reasonable attempt to ecarry
out his pledges to the electors. Apart
altogether fromn what the barrackers may
say, and from what those who may se-
cure some advantage hy the retention of
the present Ministry in offiee may say,
there surely is a code of honour on the
part of Ministers themselves that should
be their gnide—apart altogether Ffrom
what outsiders may say—and it is on that
ende of honour we chbuld rely if polities
are not to be demoralised altogether in
Western Australia. Tt will be on that
code of honour that Ministers and their
party and membhérs on these henches will
have to appeal to the eleetors in the forth-
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cowing eampaign; and there is this salis-
faction at least, that in appealing to the
electors we can speak to the electors
themselves. 1 am prepared to accept the
verdict whieh they may give at the forth-
coming elections. Tt may result in the
return of the present Administration once
again to power, bul it should at least
teach them that, if returned to power,
during the next Parliament they will at
least make a decent effort to retrieve the
past, to lift politics to a higher standard
than they have oeceupied during the term
the Government have occupied the Minis-
teraal beneh,

The Colonial Treasurer,

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank
Wilson): I am sorry that my colleague,
the Premier, iz so, unwell this evening
that he las had to leave the House and
retire to Iis room, because in the natural
order of events the Premier would have
followed the Leader of the Opposition,
and being more conversant than I ean
possibly be with the defails of the poliey
speech he delivered at Bunbury, which
has heen eommented on by the Leader of
the Qpposition, eculd have replied more
fully to the hon. member than 1 can
to-night. However, 1 purpose touching
as briefly as possible on the main points
that have oecurred to me during the de-
liverance of what has been a lengthy
oration, if not a econvineing speech, whicl
1 ean hardly, on many points. eongratu-
lale the Leader of the Opposition on
having delivered: more espeeially when
he travelled all round the ecompass to find
means for condenming the Government
Ter their actions n the past, but would
not give one iota of eredit, nor let fall
one generous sentiment or expression with
regard to those who had the responstbility
of office on their shoulders during the
past three vears. I feel sure the House
would bhe wearied if T were to traverse or
retraverse the ground which the Leader
of the Opposition has thought fit to tra-
verse in connection with his comparisons -
of the efforts of this Government with
those of a previous Administration with
which the hon. member was connected.
The hon. member found fanlt with ua
that nothing fresh is in the Governors
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Speech, that it is more in the shape of
an appeal to the electors—[ think that
was his intention, though 1 eannot ve-
member the exaet wording of his remarks
—and that we have been ecarrying on, I
think he said, without a mandate from
the people when indeed we are asking
them for a fresh mandate. The Leader
ot the Oppusition, in endeavoaring to con-
viet ng of something wrong, has over-
stepperl the mark entively. [t is true
this Government followed on an Adminis-
tration which was led by Mr. Rason, now
the Agent General, and in that vespect I
am quite prepared to take the responsi-
bility for a continnation, broadly, of the
poliey which that gentleman enunciated
at the general elections sowe three years
ago, Surely the Leader of the Opposi-
lion does not expect that every change of
Government must have an  absolutely
direct mandate from the people; surely
he must, with his knowledge nf politieal
life throughout at any rate the British
Empire, know that Governments do pass
away and are reconstructed, even as he
himself was admitted intv a Cabinet some
three months before the Premier of that
date resigned. Cabinets are recoustruc-
ted to earry on mainly, hroadly, the poliey
enunciated by those who went before

them. So it was with us; and although we-

eannot. be expected to agree in every de-
tail with the policy of our predecessors,
vet broadly there has been continuity of
policy, and I am prepared to main-
tain that we have to the best of our
ability carried out the duty we took on
our shoulders. That ability may be eir-
cumseribed in the opinion of the Leader
of the Opposition and kis colleagues; no
doubt it is. We must allow that usually
we do not aseribe to our opponents a
greater ability than we possess our-
selves, but I think that even our oppo-
nents ean give us credit for having
attempied to carry out the poliey
enunciated, more especially that ontlined
by the present Premier two years ago at
Bunbury. [Mr. Johnson: Attempted to
carry out, but have not done so.] We
have done so to a greater degree than
any Government yet has ecarried out its
policy in Western Australia. A great
deal has been said within the last few
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days on the tinancial qguoestion.  The
Leader of the Opposition in his remarks
has seen [t to use expressions towards me
which ean only be characterised as offen-
sive, and, 1 was going to say, contrary to
Parliamentary usage, for he called we a
nmountebank, and inferred——

My, Barh ;1 did not call you a mounte-
hank,

The TREASURER: Yes, vou des-
cribed me as a political mountebank.

Mr., Bath: The word was not used in
that sense,

The TREASURER: It is easy to use
expressions whieh are offensive, and then
to say afterwards they were not intended
tn that sense. Why use sueh words at
all?  TIs there any neecessity for us, in
fighting our battles in this Chamber,
fighting T hope with honesty of parpose,
to impute motives or to apply such terms?
Will it help us to settle the difficulties of
this country, or iltose of the Comwon-
wealth?  Will it make the finaneial pro-
hlem, diffieult enough as it is, as the hon.
mentber knows well, less diffienlt to
handle? Will such results as these
he achieved by casting slurs and asper-
sions on me, and by insinuating that if T
took a certain counrse in connection with
my private business, such as he alleges T
have done in connection with the public
finances, I would be dealt with in a
different way. What does he mean by
that? I think it is to be regretted that
a gentleman holding his position should
charge me in sueh a way, or insinuate
that I have done anything that cannot
bear the apen light of day. - Every action
T have taken in connection with the ad-
ministration of the Departments under
my charge is open to the searchlight of
public or parliamentary inquiry. | may
he wrong in judgment at times, I may
commit errcrs of memory or stateman-
ship, but surely that iz not sufficient
ground te apply to me terms which mean
that T am guilty of “cooking” the finan-
cial figures in order to show a result
which does not really exist. 1In that re-
spect 1 take strong exception to the in-
sinunations which were made in the conrse
of the opening remarks of the Leader
of the Opposition. In referring to the
expenditure of loan manevs, and afrer
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declaring that [ had nat been able to
balance the finanees—an aspect of the
finaneial position which I shall deal with
later—the Leader of the Opposition said
the Governnent had spent £539,000 out of
loan moneys in the year 1905-6 on non-
productive works, and £103,000 on simi-
lar works in 1906-7. He said lie eould
not get the figures for 1907-8. 1 mway
here explain that 1 heard he had inquired
for those Bgures at the Treasury, and if
they had been available he would have
been given themi. 1 have not received
them myself. however, and eannot gquote
them as they Lave not yet been put into
print, or checked by the Audit Depart-
ment or the officers of the Treasury. 1
want to point out to the Leader of the
Opposition, although it is ancient history
—but as he has taken the eourse he has
I am bound to follow him—that although
it is true we have spent loan moneys on
what may be termed noupreduetive
works, il must not be fergotten that the
Labour Government had also to take that
course. I have never found fault with the
Leader of the Opposition on that score.
[Mr. Bath: They did not spend the
money on roads, bridges, or publie build-
ings.] That does not matter. They spent
£136,000 on the rabbit-proof fence out of
loan moneys, and the present Government
have sinee had to continue the same prin-
ciple owing to the necessity of the work,
and as the revenue was rot there to spend
upon it. In addition, the Labowr Govern-
ment left a liability of £16,000 on the
same work, which also had to be pro-
vided for out of loan woneys, and this
sum helped to swell the total of £39,000
which the hon. member now quotes
against uvs. That is not a fair charge
against the Administrstion. Both Gov-
ernments were constrained by finaneial
considerations at the time to utilise loan
moneys on a work which they would
rather have carried out from revenue had
the revenue been available. Let nie go
farther, Mr. Bath has condemned me
very strongly for having failed as he
says to balanee the finances, construing a
remark I made at Busselton to that effect.
The speech may not have been reported
fully, but I referrved then to the finances
of the past vear. and what T said was
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that we had halanced the acccunts for
that perivd. Mr. Bath construes that in-
to the statement that I implied I had
wiped out the deficit as well. None can
surely imagine I would be foolish enough
to make a statement like that. The de-
ficit is with us, and no statement of mine
eould put a different eonstruction on that.
[ mamtained [ had balanced the accounts
for the year, and 1 ioaintain it still.
I have done it under extreme difficulties,
and eredit is due to my eolleagues, not fo
me, as | do not administer the details of
the expenditure and vevenue of the de-
partments. No man can control the re-
venue, but the Ministers conirol the ex-
penditure, and the net results of the
efforts of wy ecolleagues 1s that we have
been able for the last year to balance
our accounts to within a couple of thous-
and pounds. ILet me point out the posi-
tion of this Governmenit in eomparison
with Goveriments that have gone before.
In 1904-5, the year which the hon.
gentleman is so fond of quoting as being
such an excellent one for Western Aus-
tralia, the Government to which he then
belonged was in power, and the year
started with a surplus of £83,000.

Mr. <Angwin : Spent before they took
oftice. .

The TREASURER : The year finished
with a defieit of £46,000 ; so that the then
(tfovermment went to the bad to the tune
of £129,000 during the twelve months,

Mr. Taylor : Not so ; for £83,000 was
spent before we took office.

The TREASURER: The Labour
Government took office abont three
months, or not quite three months, after
the beginning of the finaneial year, and
will the member tell me that the finances
went back £83,000 in that time?

My, Bath : Yes,

The TREASURER :
shows a defieit,

Mr. Taylor :
around,

The TREASURER : If the member
knew anything about the Treasury or
finance—the member for Guildford (Mr.
Johnson} knows this well—he would
realise that July is always the month of
retrogression. Figures prove it vear
after year.

July always

Sops  were thrown
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Mr. Taylor : It is a_ bad system of
finance.

The TREASURER : You cannot con-
trol it or make it work out otherwise.
The faet remains that during the year
1904-5 the finances of the country went
astern to the tune of £129,000.

Mr. Johnson: Yes; and did they not
2o back in the previous year £148,000%

The TREASURER : Tn the finaneial
vear 1903-4 there was a surplus of
£231,000 to start with, a surplus of
£83,000 at the end of the year; so that
the finances went baek in the twelve
maonths about £150,000.

Mr. Johnson : And we
on that.

The TREASURER : I will show where
T improved upon what you did.

Mr. Johnson : We did works out of
revenue that you did out of loan.

The TREASURER : Will the member
say that his Govermment did not spend
£136,000 on the rabbit-proof fence? In
the financial year 19053-6 the deficit was
inereased, roughly, to £120,000, or (to be
accurate) £119,900. Despite all efforts
made during that year the deficit went
np in that peried £74,000. The amount
therefore, wag still about one-half the
shortage for the finanecial year 1904-3. In
the year 1908-7, when the present Pre-
wier took office and the first year I
was in the Treasury, the defieil increased
to £208,000 ; that is, we went back (o the
extent of £88,000 in the year. Members
" will remember full well that the Estimates
were based then npon getting a land tax
measure through the House ; and in the
Estimates of that year, if T remember
rightly, the sum of £80,000 appeared as
to be derived from a land tax. The tax
did not come off. Members opposite are
always clziming eredit for having done
so well during their term of office. T
admit that my friend opposite (the
Leader of the Qpposition) had not the
opportunity to do much, for he was only
in office for three or four months. [Mr.
Bath: TLess than that time.] A man
cannot do anything in that time ; but he
has to bear the sins of those who went
with him. and if he will pose as having
done something great in that term, he

improved up-
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must make himself responsible for the
actions of the Ministry to which he be-
longed. During the time to which I re-
ferred, when the hon, member was in
office the revenue weni back to a greater
extent than ever since, notwithstanding
the faet that doring the year the then

Government had about £230,000 more
revenue than 1 bave to-day to deal
with. In addition to that the then
Government had £144,000 less interest
and sinking fund to tind. So that
ithey were £374,000 better off than
we are, and yet they had to resort

to spending some loan moneys on public
works. It seems to me absurd, with such
figures as those te reply to, for hon,
members to get up and condemn this

Government for the action they have
taken in respect to loan funds. The
Leader of the Opposition quotes the

Morning Herald as his mentor with re-
gard to public finances, and says that 1
have been reckless and have played with
the finances rather than have adminis-
tered them in a proper and caveful spirit.
I perhaps may be permitted to state that
in regard to this newspaper which has
thought fit to direct its attention to me so
particularly of late, that it is not alto-
gether accurate in its statements as I
have proved already, and that when an
hon, member quotes the Morning Herald
he should bear in mind lest he follow in
the example it has set that it even can
be wmistaken in its eriticism. T want to
show the broad line of argument this
paper takes, the trifles on whieh it pro-
ceeds to condemn a Minister. I want. to
quote just briefly what it said the other
day in connection with the speech the
hon. member has taken exception to. It
says:—

In the course of a speech at Bussel-
ton on Monday night, tbe Colonial
Treasurer referred to an article in the
Herald of July 11, in which certain
comments as to the methods of publie
bookkeeping were made. There is no
such article in the Herald of that date.
The objection would be fatal in the
ordinary course of argument, but as
Mr. Wilson is an extracrdinary poli-
tician and more than that an extraord-
inary financier, the misstatement of fact
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may be passed over—what is one mis-
statement amongst so many ¥ As it
is evident from his comments that Mr.
Wilson did not read the article whiel
he eriticised (and which appeared in
the Herald of July 13)—it is repro-
duced on another page that it may be
read by all persons. Mr. Wilson is one
of the men in polities who must be al-
lowerd to speak a second time.
Then the wonderful writer of this article
wnes on to say:—
it will be remembered that on the
vecasion of the presentation of his last
annual statement of the accounts of the
country there was a mistake which he
had to explain. The mistake was a
trifle of £16,000. an under-estimate of
the deficit in the operations for the
month of June 1907.
I want to show that the mistake the editor
there refers to was not an under-estimate
of the deficit in June, but was an error on
the part of the ¢lerks in the Treasury in
giving information to the Press for the
month of May at an early hour of the
morning.  So that if 1 am to be eondem-
ned as untferly unworthy—and according
to the Leader of the Opposition I must be
so if this editor says so—nutterly unworthy
because T mentioned Saturday’s issue of
the newspaper instead of Monday's, then
how much more iz the editor unreasonable
when he talks about an under-estimate of
deficit for the month of June, when it was
absolutely a mistake of the eclerk, and
refers to the month of May?® Tt shows at
once that you eannot rely on articles
which are written in heat and with
some personal dislike or feeling towards
the person that is being criticised.
That is the sort of feeling if possible
1 want to steer elear of to-night. It
is a feeling that 1 deprecate, and hon.
wmembers opposite I hope will see that
a calm judgment is passed on the finan-
cial statement as I shall present it. Now
it has been said we made no economies,
and that has heen accentuated to a pretty
fair extent by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the course of his remarks. T
want to point out this, that without
economies we conld not possibly have
balanced our finanees for the year.
I estimated, as hon. members are aware,
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that we would inerease our
deficit by some £77,000. T ecannot
be ¢quite aeeurate about the figures
because 1 am speaking fromm memory.
1 pointed out then that if we got
our land and ineome tax measures through
in their entirety we hoped fo receive
£30,000.  That, less the eost of eollection,
would have squared the ledger as far as
the year’s operations were concerned. I
eastly realised in the early portion of the
year, indeed befove that when the measure
was passed through this House, when
T found that the whole of the ramifica-
tions of a new Department had te be
created to get in the revenue, when the
amount was eat down by one-half, and
when later the office was opened only in .
February, that we could not hope to get
much during the present finaneial year.
Therefore we were in this position, we
would arrvive at the elose of the year with
a wueh enhanced defieit, or we would have
to take every imeasure to economise and
not expend as much as we were authorised
to de. For this T am now taken to task.
T d@o not mean to sav that it took until
January or February of this year to find
all this out, but I maintain that in the
matter of the finances of the eountry, if
Ministers can see thal economies ean be
effected, it is their duty §o effect them.
uo matter whether they have anything in
hand. T am pleased that the efforts of my
colleagues represented in the few figures
I have here have been such as to enable
us to end the yesr as we did.

Mr. Johnson: You really think redue- °
tion of expenditure is economy?

The TREASURER: What does the
lwm. member think it is then.

Mr. Heilmann: Sweating!

The TREASURER: Sweating? Let
the hon. wmember prove it. No one has
been sweated in the reductions that have
been made through economy, and there is
ne one sweated excepting the poor Min-
isters who have to work night and day.
This sweating ery, I am sick and tired of
listening to it. Hon. members know full
well that our railway system was ex-
travagantly managed. They know fuli
well that the railway system could bear
considerable reductions and still be effi-
ciently run. They know also that the

last  vear
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economies that bave been effected are pro-
per econowiies earried out  without im-
pairing the efficiency and without sweat-
ing the emplovees who remained jn the
service. 1 had exactly the same trouble
with the Printing Office some twn vears
agae, and then hon. members said “Yes, go
ahead.” and uow they talk to me about
gweafing. 1 maintain hon. wembers can-
not prove that there has been sweating.
Where ir economy o take place if it is
nnt in deereasing expenditure? [If hon.
members, will glance through the figures
published they will find for instance in
the Governor’s Department. the Pre-
mier’s Office. and also in the Parlia-
mentary vote, there has been a decrease
of £944. This is an awount that has
nut been expended. Will hon. members say
that we are sweating in those depart-
ments? In our Lands and Surveys there
has heen a decrease of £2,799, yet T pre-
suime hon, members will talk about sweat-
ing in the Lands Department. Notwith-
standing that the work has inereased con-
siderably, notwithstanding the faet that
applications for selection and that the
work generally has inereased to a very
areat extent, this decrease in expenditure
has been effected through better admini-
stration, I do not think we have reached
the end of all economies even vet, and
even in the Railway Department I hope
to see farther economies. [Member: Get
away from the 7s. a day men.] Then we
have the faet that the Treasury has in-
creased its expenditure by £4,000. Hon.
.members will see at onee that the in-
crease was due to the establishment of the
. Taxation Department, which was not pro-
vided for ou the Estimates. In the Edu-
eation Department we did not expend
£4,812 .of our vote; thaf is, we were able
to carry on the edueational system and
save £4,812.
would have liked to have seen a good por.
tion of that money expended. There ave
districts where we have been absolutely
unable to get teachers to take on ihe
management of our schools, more especi-
ally the small schools in the way-back
and sparsely populated distriets. [Mem-
ber: Quite a number have left the De-
partment.] There are 900 teachers in the
Department and you will always have
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thein coming and going. I bave it from
the Inspector General that at least 10 or
12 vaeancies wounld have been FRlled if
teachers had been available. [Mr. Hud-
son: What salavies are offered?] Good
salaries, which will bear eomparison with
any State in the Commonwealth. The
next item is an increase in the Mines De-
partment of £800. Then we have a
decrease in the Railways and Tramways
Department of £34,296. Will hon. mem-
bers tell me that is not an economy. The
member for Guildford will admit it is a
dectded economy. Aud economies I um
sure will still go ou until the Railways
are on au equality with the cheapest run
railway system in the Commonwealth,
Then we have in the Attorney General’s
Department a slight decrease of £1,433.
In the Works Department we have a de-
crease of £306,000.

Mr. Johnson: Works were transferved
to Loan Fuands, ]

The TREASURER: Nothing of the
surt.  The hon. member for Guildford
shonld know it is impossible for a Mini-
ster to transfer works from Revenue to
Loan Account.

Mr. Johmson: No;
works out of loan

The TREASURER: The fact is,
£36,000 worth of work can be done with-
out this year, and the money was not spent
To show this is su, hon. members ean look
at the Loan Voie, and they will find that
not only the expenditure in connection
with revenue has been reduced, but there
has been a reduction in loan funds for
public buildings, a reduetion of .£42,000
during the past year. I realised that
economes must be effected in both loan
and revenue expenditure. This applies to
buildings that could be done without,
that eonld stand over, and that I contend
is the proper position to take up. It is
unfortunate, perhaps, that certain works
have to be carried out from loan moneys,
works such as this rabbit-proof fence, and
buildings also, which we would rather
see carried out from revenue; still the
faet remains that only one per cent. of
the loan flotations of this State have been
expended on public buildings, by far and
away less than any State of the Common-
wealth or New Zealand.

I mean by doing
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Mr, Taylor: They were built out of
revenue, in good times.

The TREASTURER: If we had the
vevenue to-day, we should be only too
glad to build them, and railways too if it
comes to that, out of revenue; but that
is an impossibility. The total savings in
the year's expenditure vote, after taking
the slight increase which totals £8,000—
and surely that is a eredit to the Govern-
ment, especially when I have explained
the reason for the bulk of it—from the
decreases of £101,000, amounts to £91,932.
I think I may fairly claim after carrying
out the administration of the affairs of
this State during the past twelve months,
notwithstanding the newspaper eriticism
and the eriticism of others who are al-
ways interested in putting the Govern-
ment in the wrong, we have done fairly
well. Indeed, I inay say we have done as
well as any previous Administration, and
our Estimates, fortunately, have come out
nearer the mark than those of any pre-
vious Administration. When we take
the revenue side of the question it is
readily seen this is so; because in the
revenne estimate of last year I antici-
pated to get from the State £2,637,000
and 1 got £2,623,000. T had a shortage
of £14000. From the Commonwealth T
estimated—and I took the Federal Trea-
suret’s figures for it, as T explained at the
time—to get £755,000 and I got £753,000,
showing a shortage of £2,000; and this
notwithstanding the faet that the Com-
monwealth had commandeered the whole
of the customs and exeise revenue due to
the State for the month of June.

Mr. Bath: That did not affeet the es-
timate?

The TREASURER: Of course not;
but my estimates are right without that.
Yeb I am charged with the fact of not
getting £60,000 for June which the Com-
monwealth took. T would have got
£60,000 more revenue, I admit; because
of this it is said that I am unworthy of
trust in connection with the finances of
the State—a most childish position to
take up; £60,000 which no one knew was
coming.

My, Scaddan: We know it has gone,

The TREASURER : Because I did
not know it was coming I am to be ac-
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cused; because if it had eome [ should
have had £60,000 more revenune. | am
sure the Leader of the Opposition will
bear with nme when T say 1 am surprised
to hear his remarks with regard to wmy
attitude and the attitude of the Govern-
ment as fo old age pensions. [t was sug-
gested, as be knows full well, at the con-
ference held in Melbourne in 1906,
that old age pensions in  Australia
should be provided ont of a special ap-
propriation by each State and lhanded to
the Commonwealth to admwinistem: and if
the other States had aceepted the position,
we were prepared to put forward the
proposal for the eonsideration of 1ihis
Parliament. That was the position.
My friend says the people have been
waiting for the fulfilnent of the promise
of old age pensions in Western Aus-
tralia for years, that we have intimaied
on more than one occasion that it
was a question for the Commanwealth
to take in hand. We have (done
so. I have yet to learn that any very
extraordinary demand for old age pen-
sions has been made in Western Australia.
Certainly there has been no extracrdinary
movement on the part of the Leader of
the Opposition or on the part of any
meutber of the Opposition in regard to
old age pensions in this House to my re-
collection. TIf there had been such a seri-
ous demand, we would have heard some-
thing about it; but up to the present the
old aged people have been fairly well
looked after in Western Australia.

Mr. Bath: And deprived of a vote.

The TREASURER: Yes; and I quite
agree that those dependent absoluiely on
the State should not interfere with the
administration of the State. There bas
been no demand, to my knowledge, for
old age pensions in this State; but we
have endeavoured to seeure old age pen-
sions, First of all, we have suggested,
as I have pointed out to the Leader of the
Opposition, in 1906 that a speeial ap-
propriation should be made for the pur-
pose; and at the last conference we had
ineluded in our finaneial proposals a basis
of settlement. As the member full well
knows, a resolution was proposed that the
States should enable the Federal Govern-
ment to make provision for old age pen-
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sivns, bt we were to fake less than the
statutory amount. That was included in
other general resolutions because we feit
that the scheme put forth by the Federal
Treasurer was of sueh a nature that not
ouly eould we not accept it, but if my
friend had been with me on that oceasion
he would have been one of the strongest
to object tu the aceeptanee of that pro-
pusition.

Mr. Bath: The Federal Govermnent
were willing to aceept a similar arrange-
ment when the States Conference accepted
the Federal Treasurer's proposals; they
were wiliing in 1906-7 for the States to
provide the money for old age pensions,

The TREASURER: The Staies were
not willing: but we were not remiss in
that respect, as the hon. member proved
by his quotation. We could not bind the
Parlimment, but we intimated that we were
preparved to make that suggestion to Par-
lianent, provided the other States would
fall into line. But they did not on that
oceasion, and they are not inclined to at
the present time. Because, not only have
we Tasmania denouncing the proposal of
the recent conference, but we have the
Treasurer of Sounth Australia taking ex-
cegpiion to it, stating that their finances
at this juncture will not stand vld age
pensions, and that they are not prepared
to accept any proposals of the States on
the matter until their people decide the
question. That is a justifiable attitude to
take up. We have not been remiss in the
matter; we have done all we could up to
the present, and just lately we have made
a proposal to the Federal Government,
taking the general resolutions into con-
sideration, and have agreed to them.
They could have had old age pensions
twelve months esrlier than they propose
to get them now. We opposed the im-
position of specific duties on the oceasion
referred to. We opposed these duties
very strongly, and T think we were justi-
fied in doing so, beeause it was evident to
us that Western Australia was going to
suffer {0 an enormons extent. We were
to provide £147,000 by these specific
duties, whilst it would only require pro-
bably £44,000—it is more now, it has been
inereased to £50,000 odd—for the pay-
ment of old age pensions within our bor-
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ders. To-day the position is this. We
have agreed that we, as a State, are pre-
pared to accept, subject to Parliament of
course, a reduction of the moneys re-
turned to this State, to cover old age pen-
siong, if the Commonwealth charge us
only what is expended in that diree-
tion within the State. And that position
was strongly supported by my friend at
the conference, But now what is the
position? We have had the Labour repre-
sentatives in the Senate and the House of
Representatives coming round here and
posing as having done something which,
I agree, to the best "of their judgment is
right, but defending their action over this
Surplus Revenue Bill in taking moneys
for old age pensions from Western Aus-
tralia which will be utilised to pay old
age pensions n other States, That is
what we say is the position. They say
that is the posttion, but it is justifiable.
I am sorry to say my friend seems to me
to-night—=—T do not know whether he in-
tended it—to support that proposal.

Mr. Bath: The States having abso-
Intely failed, it is time the Commonweaith
did it.

The TREASURER: Does that justify
the Commonwealth in doing it on a rev-
enue basis, the Stales not having carried
out their proposal? The fact is shown

“that this State has done its utmost in that

direction. The State not having pro-
vided old age pensions, does that justify
the Commonwealth in adopting their
scheme ?

Mr. Bath: They are deoing it on the
only basis which is open to them. There
is nothing in the Constitution preventing
them from debiting the amount expended
in each State to each State,

The TREASURER: I am sorry the
hion. member has taken a complete somer-
sault to the position which he took up two
years ago at the conference, when he
combatted the speeific duties and said
they would be detrimental to Western
Australia, inasmuch as we would contri-
bute more than our proportion.

Mr. Bath: They are not providing old
age pensions from specific duties now,

The TREASURER: They are taking
from Western Australia more than they
return. At that time the hon. member
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condemned the Commonwealth in sueh a
proposal, and vbted with me against it.
The next point I noted here, when the
member was speaking, was the faet that
he implied that the railway receipis had
fallen owing to certain eoncessions being
riven to the flour millers and the limber
combine.

Mr. Bath: And the meat ring.

The TREASURER: And the “ meat
ring.” I want to be clearly understood
that these concessions, more especially
that granted to the.combine, if I am cor-
rect was a mutnal arrangement made I
think with the concurrence of the hon.
member.

Mr. Bath: No.

Ar. Holman:
correet.

The TREASURER: The hon. mmember
had a conference with his colleagues, and
it was a mutnal arrangement made to
settle the dispute in the timber industry.

Mr. Bath: That is not correct; we ab-
solutely refused to be a party to any such
proposal.

The TREASURER: I was not at the
ronference: therefore, for the time being,
I must accept the statement.

Mr. Holman: There was £17,000 given
before ever that trouble fook place.

The TREASURER: The only con-
cession I know of was the concession given
in order to seitle the disastrous dispute
of twelve months ago, in order that the
mills, which had been idle for some three
or four months, should be got to work
again. That was not a concession in the
ordinary term, but I understand it was a
reduction in the train load rates; the
train loads carried to the shipping ports
at a certain reduction in rate,

Mr. Holman: But £17,000 were given
before that.

The TREASURER: Does the hon.
member take exception to that arrange-
ment? Does he mean to infer that that
was the only concession When he re-
fers to the tlour millers I suppose the bon.
rmemher means the wheat rates. Does he
mean to say that the rebate is going
into the pockets of the flour millers,

That is absolutely in-

and that the consumers are not
getting every penny of it? The
consumers get every penny of it. That
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iz the experience of the farmers, and
that of my friend the member for
Katanning, who will bear me out that
during the past six years the millers have
lost money, and they are going to have n
bad time of it in the future. It shows
that they gol no benefit from that rebate
and that whatever benefit was obtained
was gained, 1 suppose, by those who got
cheaper bread, or by those who bought
the flour and baked the bread. They got
the benefit of the rebate and not the
millers. It comes to this thai in all trades
there is an equalising tendeney—I do
not care whether it is a question of re-
bate on a eustoms tariff or on railage
charges—although it may not be apparent
immediately, although it may be there is
no reduetion in the artiele of eonsumption
for the tiine being, sooner or later, if there
are no rings, if there is elear ecompetition,
the laws of competition will bring the re-
bate into the hands of those who are en-
titled tu receive it, that is the consumers.
That is bound to be the effect sooner or
later, and no argument can prove to the
contrary. [Mr. Bath: It has not been
the case in Western Australia.] Another
matter the hon. member referred to was
that of agrienltural railways, and I think
he practically eondemned the policy of
this Covernment in constructing these
railways, or at any rate the methods of
eonstruetion. The hon. member implied
that the fall in the railway revenue showed
conclusively that the agrieultural railways
kad not served their purpose, and that
they were not as beneficial as we have
made out; and be went on farther to
make a charge, which certainly was extra-
ordinary to me, that the only use they had
heen was for speculators. He also im-
plied that information had been given so
that land could be taken up on the routes
of these railways. Now I can assure the
hon. member, and I think he ought to
know, that there is no truth whatever in
such an inginuation. Information may
have leaked out, I do not know, from per-
haps subordinates in the office, but there
is no truth whatever that any responsible
offtcer in the Government departments
has given information fo anyone. On the
contrary, my colleague the Minister for
Lands has taken every preeaution to loek



Addrees-in-Reply :

up lands wherever he possibly could on
every new route projected in order that
no one should get priority of selection of
the land along the route projected.

Mr. Taylor:
it a return?

The TREASURER: Certainly, any
return the member likes. 1 have heard
ong or two names of members in this
House who happen to hold land near a
proposed railway; bunt I do not eredit
any insinnation that hon. members who
happen to have land where railways are
to be constructed have taken it up for
speculative purposes, or have done it
tbrough any knowledge obtained from
departmental officers or Ministers. That
is not confined to ovne side of the Honse.

Mr. Taylor: Yoo need not look at me.

The TREASURER: Has not the hon.
member got any land? I know of several

. on the Opposition side of the House who
lave, :

Are you prepared to snb-

Mr. Bath: Do you know of members
who teok up land on the ronte of a pro-
Jected railway¥

The TREASURER: I an quite aware
of one wmember who has land on a pro-
Jected rouie of railway, but it is land
which he has taken up honestly; and I
am quite sure there is no member in this
House who would take up land on a pro-
jected railway route, in order to speculate
with it.

Mr. Bath:
or three.

The TREASURER: T have heard of
several, but I ecould name one hon. mem-
ber. I want to point out briefly it cannot
be construed into an admission of gwilt
if a member does own land as I have
just shown. With regard to the allega-
tion of unfairness towards Mr. Lander
and Mr. Vineent, whieh the Leader of the
Opposition dwelt on to some extent,
without being fully conversant with all
the details in this connection, lei me say
that Mr. Lander, who has been relieved of
his honorary position as health inspector,
has made many reckless charges against
merabers of the police force. In many
instances he has been acked to prove his
charges and has refrained from doing so.

&

Yon said there were two
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In one case I believe a charge was made
by him against a man who was not in
the town at all but was in the eountry.
That is the position. The gentleman is
one known to hon. members, and I am
quite sure that if the Lender of the Oppo-
sition ealls to see the papers at the
Colonial Secretary’s office he will find that
there is ample justification so far as the
action taken regarding Mr. Lander is con-
cerned.

Mr. Bath: The allegations were nof
reckless concerning alleged tuberculous
cows, because they were proved ro the -
Lilt.

The TREASURER: When was that?

Mr. Bath: Within the last two or three
months.

The TREASURER: Tuberenlous cows
have been in the State for the last few
years; and the Departiment recognise the
seriousness of the position with regard to
dairy eows being affected, and have taken
the ordinary precautions and every pre-
caution to isolate them and try ;f possible
to stamp out the disease.

Mr. Scaddan: What opportunity did
the Department give Mr. Lander to prove
his charges?

The TREASURER: 1 am given to
understand by my colleague that they gave
him every opportunity. He was asked to
prove his charge,

M. Scaddan: He asked for a Royal
Commission, but you were not game to
take it on.

The TREASURER: If an inspector
makes a charge against any officer he
shonld go up bhefore the proper tribunal
to prove it. We cannot have Roval Com-
missions for every charge made, or else
there wonld be no finishing with that sort
of thing. With regard to Inspector Vin-
cent, this matter was threshed out in the
House last year. It will be remembered
that he was first given nofice of retive-
meni, and then he was suspended for in-
snbordination and fined by the Public
Service Commissioner. I admit, as T said
last vear. that Mr. Vincent was an ex-
cellent officer, as good an officer asx we
have had in any of the Departments of
this Stafe, but he was a man who eould
not be controlled; and after having been
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fined by the Public Service Commissioner
for insubordination, he appeaied; and the
appeal board, after hearing the case, up-
held the Qecision of the Public Service
Commissioner. It is idle to trot out Mr.
Vincent’s case again. We went into it
tully last year, and every care has been
taken to see that he had fair play and
every facility given to him to upset the
decision of the Public Service Commis-
sioner. We cannot go beyond that. With
regard to the matter of police court fines,

_which the hon. member referred to as
another ground of complaint, let me say
that the Government arve pledged to pay
these fines.

Me. Bath: 1 did not eomplain about
that, but 1 said the Government ought
te see abouf a return of the municipal
subsidiés wrongfully paid.

The TREASURER: The Government
are pledged to pay these fines in accord-
ance with the decision of the Supreme
Court.

Jir. H. Brown: Bul you have a contra
with regard to these subsidies.

The TREASURER: How can we stop
it as a contra against these police court
fines? The other thing has te be proved
first, It will cost something like £1,000
to make the investigation suggested by
the select committee lasi session.

Mr. H. Brown: From Fremantle alone
there is £7,000 owing.

The TREASURER: The select com-
mittee showed a lump sum of £30,000.
They thought £30,000 would be about the
total, and they recommended that a Royal
Commission should be appointed.

Mr. Taylor: The seleet eommittee de-
cided £30,000. They did not suggest it;
they decided it on the evidence.

. The TREASURER: If the hon. mem-
ber reads the report he will find that it
was an approximate figure; because the
seleet commitee did not go into details—
they eould not. It was impossible to in-
quire into these matters for the past six
or seven years. 1t would take an army of
special auditors at least twelve months.
But the sum of money necessary to pay
for this audit will be provided on the next
Estimates, if we are here to present them,
in order that the audit may be under-
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taken and the exaet amount due L(rom
each urunicipality discovered. In the
meantime an audit has been made during
the past twelve months. and money has
been deducted. The hon. member knows
we have not paid snbsidy on moveys
utilised for other than general-rate pur-
poses, [lnterjeetion by Ur. H. Brown.)
The hon. member will not listen when 1]
tell him that the order of the Supreme
Court must be obeyed, that the money
must be paid or we will be muleted in
niueh greater costs.

Mr. H. Brown: Why do you not sum-
mon the munieipalities? Yon are afraid
to do if.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
knows that I am not afraid to do any-
thing [ consider right; but | am not
going to be bullied by him into taking
action that I think will land the country
in a bad poesition financially, so far as
the claims arve concerned. When the
amonnfs are proved to have been wrong-
tully obtained by munieipal councils,
then this Parliament in its wisdom if it
thinks proper ean instruet me to elaim
the amounts through the Court. or by
other means if possible to get them hack
again from the couneils.

Mr. Bath: Swrely yon do pot need in-
slruetions to do yvour duty?

The TREASURER : Will the hon.
member tell me that I am responsible
because six years ago some Government
overpaid munieipal subsidies? 1 stopped
it as soon as 1 came in, as the hon. mem-
ber knows. 1t is my duty to find out—I
am finding ont—and report to this
House, and it is for this House to say
what action shall be taken in eonnection
with the matter. The hon. member took
great exeeption to combines in econnee-
tion with the sale of meat in Western
Australia, and said that the people were
being robbed by the neglect of the Gov-
ernment in this respeet. At least that is
what T understood the member to say.
I want to point out that the Government
are taking every step they possibly can
in order to protect the interests of the
consumers of Western Anstralia.

Mr. Holman: By lending the squatters
£35,000 for instance.
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The TREASURER: Yes; with the
very object of bringing the small pro-
ducers directly into contact with the eon-
sumers in the city markets. But the hou.
wember does not understand the process
of eommercial activity.

Mr. Holman: I undervstand your pro-
Cess. :

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

The TREASURER: Now we are de-
scending again to these personal veerim-
inations, to this method of mud-slinging.
The hon. member “understands my pro-
cess”! [Mr. Folman: Certainly.] The
hon. member absolutely uanderstands no-
thing about the commercial aetivities of
‘Western Australia. He does not undex-
stand what the “‘meat ring” is, nor hew it
has operated—I wish he did—and he does
not understand, he cannot grasp, he has
not the capacity, he does not under-
stand that the establishment of freezing
works in the far North-West, with condi-
tions. that will enable the smallest pro-
ducer fo put his meat on the Jocal market
at the same price as the largest producer,
will be the main factor in breaking up
any alleged ring of this deseription. Our
efforts, the efforts of the Honorary
Minister in establishing and assigting
farmers throughont the country to open
up the stock routes in order that stock
might be brought direct to the goldfields,
the establishment of abattoirs on the
fields, do all these not tend in the diree-
tion of obtaining ecompetition which must
have the result we wish for, namely, the
reduction in the price of meat? The
Leader of the Opposition, if he has any
money to invest in this industry, ean buy
as moch meat as he likes in the North-
West, at Wyndham and other ports, for
twopence a pound. There is great scope
there for him, and he would be enabled
to enter into competition with the present
dealers and make a fortune if he is able
to manage the business.

Mr. Walker: What about getting the
cattle down?

The TREASURER: That can be done
by chartering steamers, as other pro-
dncers have to do.

Mr. Walker: They are all owned by
the meat ring. .

(28 JoLy, 1908.)

Second day. 47

The TREASTRER: There ave plenty
outside of the vessels ownedd by the ring
which the member would be able to ob.
tain. We provide in this agreement for
the freezing works, that not only shall
there be proper conditions of treatment
s0 far as freezing is concerned, but also
that there shall he provided better facili-
ties with regard to space in the steamers
$0 as to bring the meat to market, .

Mr. Holman: The agreement will only
stand good until the money is paid back,

The TREASURER: There is in the
agreement, which the member with ail his
acuien does not understand, a clause pro-
viding that the full amount shall not be
paid up for a guod number of years, so
that the Government may still eontrol the
operations of the manager of the freezing
works establishment. 1 have shown, I
think sufficiently clearly to-night, that the
complaints of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion are absolutely of very little aceonnt,
notwithstanding that he considers it his
duty to take the Government to task very
severely, and more especially he considers
it his duty to take me to task; and 1 do
not hlame him for it so long as he keeps
withiu reason and uses reasonable lan-
guage in doing so. The finances of the
eountry are in a sound condition, and
vone can deny it. The complaints made
from time to time with regard to the ad-
tinistration eannot be substantiated, The
programme of the Government, as pat -
before the people of this State two years
ago, bas been earried out, for industries
have been established, the lands have been
peopled, our latent wealth has been de-
veloped, and the results have been most
beneficial. Then there is the fact of
people seitling on the lands right and
left, and although, as the Leader of the
Opposition bas said, so much acreage has
not been applied for during the last year
as in the year he referred to, 1904-5; yet
the efforts of the Government in settling
the people have resulted in an enormons
inerease in the area of cultivation, and
in the export of the products of this
country to the far markets of the world,
such as has never been heard of before
in the history of this State. Under the
present law settlers are restricted very
considerably in the quantity of land they
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can take up, the area available for them
hias been reduted to something like twao-
thirds of what it was, and this, together
with the fact that there is pow a very
considerable area under cultivation, tends
to prove that the efforts of this Govern-
ment are for closer settlement, more in-
tense eultivation’ and the export of pro-
ducts. These prove empbhatically that we
are advaneing in the divection of fulfilling
the poliey  which we enunciated. The
works poliey earried out by the Moore
(Government is survely one of which we can
pardonably be proud. Since we went into
power we bhave eonstructed some 307
miles of railways in this State,. We have
at the present time 159 miles under con-
struction, and we have at least 288 miles
of railways authorised and prepared for
construction. We have ecarried out rail-
way construction impartially in the agri-
cujtural areas as well as in the great
mineral country, We have given im-
partial eonsideration to all the main indus-
tries of this our country. We have not
kept our attention solely confined to the
South-Western portion of this State, but
we have done what no other Government
has ever attempied to do, namely, we
have worked to develop the far North-
West, and to give the people stmggling
there against oreat disabilities those faeili-
ties which we have obtained for ourselves
in this South-Western portion of the
Riate. [Afr. Johnson: What have youn
done besides talking?] What have we
done? The mwember surely does not read
the papers. He surely does not listen to
the.figures quoted. We have built alto-
gether some 307 miles of railway, whick
the member never thought of attempting
in his time. [Mr. Walker: Where
about=¢] In Western Australia. We
have constructed tramways in the North-
West, and are still busy doing so. We
have ordered material for the Port Hed-
land-Marble Bar railway, and ave build-
ing a jetty tu cost £10,000, so that vessels
may be berthed freely alongside. What
have we done¥ We have established those
freezing works which the member ob-
Jects to. We cannot do anything without
certain members finding fault with it
They ' quibble at what we do, and try to
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put obstacles in our way instead of assist-
ing us in the operations we are undertak-
ing for the welfare of this State. We
have carried out works, inereased harbour
facilities, and opened ap stock routes, and
we are busy opening up one bf the hig-
gest stock routes in the country. I think
the niember objects to that, but the object
of it is that the goldfields people may ob-
tain a better and cheaper supply of food.
Artesian bores have heen put down here
and there in the North-West, Of these
things the member apparently has no
knowledge. In addition, many other works
have been compieted, and some others of a
similar deseription are ip our programme
for the future. We do not intend, not-
withstanding the eriticism based on an
erroneous impression of our intentions or
on pearsonal animosities, as some eriticisms
are, that sueh eriticisms shall prevent ns
from carrying out our policy, so that pros-
perity may come to the shores of this our
adopted country,

A pause ensued.
On motion by Mr. Joknson, debate ad-

journed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned al ten minutes
past nine o’clock, until the next day.



