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C'hamnber. We are also told that a con-
sohlating law in connection with the sale
oif intoxicating liquor wvill he submitted.
1t the (hoverament wvill solve this ques-
tioin then it wtill be a very great achieve-
mient indleed. As the Speech farther says,
"As my advisers consider that these inn-
p'nrtant mnatters canl only receive due con-
sideration at the hands of a Parliament
coming to its work with a renewed inani-
date ft out the people," I think there is not
need to discuss matters which we wvill be
able to discuss mnuch moore satisfactorily
when tHie actua) measures conic before us
tor our consideration. I would only say.
I join with die proposer arid seconder of
the motion. submitted so ably by my
friends, 11r, Kirwvan and Mr. Stubbs, I
loin with thein in congratulating the
leader of the Government in achieving
,such a splendid victory during the recent
campaign, and I am pleased to see so
many of our old friends returned to this
House. I hare much lpleasure ini sup-
porting the Adldress-in-Rteply.

No other member rising to speak, the
qnestion was put and passed, the Address
was adopted and ordered to be presented.

ADJOURNMENT.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY, in

moving the adjournment, said : A-; mem-
hers know this will he a very' short ses-
sion-it may terminate nest week or prob-
ably the week after-there wvill be nothing
but formal business to be transacted, but
I will ask the House to meet again to-
morrw when I may be in a position to
say to what day we should adjourn. There
is a Supply Bill to be passed, and I want
to see how business progresses in another
place to-day, and then I will be able to
state when the Supply Bill will be brought
down.

The Rouse adjourned at five minutes to
.~o'clock. until the next afternoon.
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The SPEAKER took the (Chair at 4.30
o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

QU-ESTION-WOOl) CUTTERS'
LICENSE FEE.

Mr. (1OLIl ER asked the Premier:
What amount has been received for wood
cutters licensed each month during the
half-year ending 30th June last froul-
(a) Thne Kaiorlic and Boulder Fire-
wood Company, (b) The West Aus-
tralian Goldfields Firewood Company,
Limited. (c) The Westralia. Timber and
Firewood Supply Company?!

The PRE'MIER replied: (a) The Kal-
guorlie and Boulder Firewood Company:
January, £7 8s.: February., LC6 10s.;
March, £3 1s.: April, 96i 3s.; May, £9;
June, £9 Is. (b) Tine West Australian
(Goldfields Finewood Company. Limited;-
January, £14 l0s.: February, £16 5s.;
March,.0£7 19s.. April, £:19 17s.; May,
£20 is.; June, £20. (c) The Westralia.
Timber and Firewood Supply Company:
Nil, A'te.-This Company does not em-
ploy any woodcutters of its own, but does
tile work through subcontractors.

QUESTION-PUBLIC SERVICE
CLASSIFICATION.

Mr. DAGLISH asked the Premier: 1,
is lie aware that considerable inconveni-
ence and dissatisfaction prevail in the
General Division of the Public Service
owing to the delay in publication of the
classification of that Division ! 2, Will
he take steps to have the said classification
published without farther delay!
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The PREMLIER replied: 1, I have not
been so advised. 2, The Commissioner
proposes, to pnblish the classification next
mon01th.

QUESTiON--WRINTrNGP BY PRISON
LABOUR.

1Mr. DAGISH asked the Treasurer:
1, Is lie aware that wvhilst the number of
employees at the Government Printing
Office has been reduced owing to scarcity
of wvork, a large amnount of printing has
been done at Fremntle Gaol by prison
labour? 2, Does hie regard it as desirable
to) discharge old employees (if good char-
acter and long service in order that the
work may be done by prisoners? 3, If
not. will be take suitable action to obviate
that course for the future?

The TREASURER replied:' 1, 1 amn
not aware that the number of employees
at the Government Printing Office has
beeni reduced owing to scarcity of work;
but, owing to reorganisation, the number
has been reduced by about 50 during the
past two years, although the work exe-
cuted has increased by 50 per cent. dur-
ing the same period. Printing has been
done at the Fremantle Gaol since 1904,
and the Government, in providing employ-
mnent for prisoners in this way, has simply
continued the policy of its predecessors.
The total amount of printing and book-
binding done at the Gaol during the past
year was only £820, exclusive of material.
2. No. 3. Answered by No. .1.

QUESTION-BAIL MONET
ESTRE ATED£.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Attorney
General: 1, Has the bail in the case of
Stewart, of ]Kalgoorlie, been estreated?'
2, If so, has the amount been received
from Messrs. McAuliffe and Boileau , the
bondsmen? 3, Has the whole or any por-
tion of the money been refunded? 4, 1?
so, why?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1. If the ease of Rex versus Simpson is
intended, Yes, it was formally estreated
on the non-appearance of accused. 2,
No. 3, Answered by No. 2. 4, The pay-
ment has not been enforced as the bonds-

mnen have made. and are mt aking, every
effor-t to bring the accused to trial.

QUESTION-LAND AND INCOME
TAX COLLECTION.

Mr. H. BROWN asked thle Treasurer:
1. What am11ount "'as received on account
of Land and fIcomne Tax to 30th June
last? 2, What are the expenses incurred
ini connection therewith to same (late?

The TREASURER replied: 1, £E17,013
to the end of the financial year. 2, The
total expenses in connection with the
Taxation Department to the 30th June
last were £E3,911. Of tis amiount it is
estimnated that fully% £1,700 represents
preliminary expenses and expenditure in-
curred in establishing a new Department
and compiling data fromn official sources,

QUESTION- RAILWAY REGRAD-
ING, PEUTH-FREMANTLE.

Mr. ANOWIN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it the initention of the
Railway Department to regrade the rail-
way between Perth and Fremantlel 2,
If so, whant is the estimated cost of same?
3, Would the Minister take into considers-
tion the advisability of constructing a
railway on the south side of the river, as
recommended by the Railway Coninis-
sioner, before commencing aux' such re-
grading?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, The matter has not yet been
seriously considlered. 2, No reliable es-
tinuate has yet been prepared. 3, Any re-
grading that mnay he found necessary in'
connection- with the existing line has no
bearing on the question of any proposi-
tion for the construction of a railway on
the south side of the river!' the desirability
of which, up to the present, has not been
considered by the Government.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.
The PREMIER mnoved--

That the House, unless otherwvise or-
dered, shall meet for the des patch of
business on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays at 4.30 p.m., and shall sit
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until 6.15 p.m. if -necessary and, if re-
quisite, from 7.30 p.m. onwards.
IMr. T. H. BATH (Browni Hill) asked:

lDoes the Premier think it would be neces-
sary, before the termination of the ses-
sion, to make any alteration in this ses-
sional order?

The PREMIER replied: That depends
on1 the length of the debates.

Question pot and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, PRE-
CEDENCE.

On motion by the Premier, ordered:.
That on Tuesday.-. Thursdays, and alter-
nate Wednesdays, Govenment business
shall take !)iecedence of all -Motions and
Orders of the Day.,

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
On motions by thre Premier, Sessional

Committees were appointed as follow:
.Standing Orders Committee - Mr.

Speaker, ix. Foulkes, Mir. Keenan, Mr.
Walker, and the Chainnan of Committees,
with leave to sit during- any adjournment,
and with authority to confer upon sub-
jects of mutual concernment with any
committee appointed for similar purposes
by the Legislative Council.

Printing Committee-MNr. Speaker, Mr.
Brown, and Mr. Bath; to assist Mr. Spea-
ker in all matters- which relate to the
printing executed by order of the House,
and for the purpose of selecting and
arranging for printing, Returns and
Papers presented in pursuance of motions
made by members, and all papers laid
upon the 'table whether in answer to
addresses or otherwise.

Library Committee-Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Male, and Mr. Walker, with leave to sit
during any adjournment and during the
recess, and with authority to act jointly
with the Library Committee of the Legis-
lative Council.

Rouse Committee-M3r. Speaker, Mr.
Gregory, Mr. Gordon, Mr. A. J. Wilson,
and Mr, Taylor; with leave to sit during
any adjournment and during the recess,
and with authorit to act jointly with
the House Committee of the Legislative
Council.

DEBATE-ADDRESS-I N-REPLY.
Motion to adopt.

Debate resumned from the 23rd July.

Leader of the Opposition.
Mr. T. H. BATH (Browyn Hill) : The

Government, it~ placing ths Speech in
the mouth of His Excellency the Gover-
nor, have gone one better than that
famous or~ notorious Speech submitted
by the Reid Government during the short
time they occupied the Ministerial ben-
ches in the Federal Parlianment; for on
that occasion they did include one pro-
posal, wvhich was for the amendment of
the Standing Orders; but so far as this
Speech is concerned, apart perhaps from
the Bill providing for the rededicating
of a reserve at York, which as a format
measure had to be submitted in order to
preserve our privileges, there is no busi-
ness other than a distinctly electioneering
appeal to the people of this State. In
my experience as a member of this Par-
hiament-possibly it may be regarded as
a comparatively brief one-I have not
yet seen a Speech by His Excellency the
Governor at the closing session of a Par-
liarnent used for the purpose of outlining-
what the proposals of the Government
were for another Parliament. It is usually
left to the People themselves to express
their verdict as to what legislation they
desire, and there is usually that amiount
of what I may term political decency
to avoid making an appeal to the electors
through the medium of the Governor's
Speech. We are told it is inadvisable to
introduce any legislation other than of a
formal character during this session of
Parliament because the Government feel
the necessity for seeking a new and fresh
mandate from the people of this State.
I am inclined to agree with their opinion
that a fresh mandate is required. I do
not know that the pre-sent Government
ever bad a mandate from the country,
unless we accept them as the direct suc-
cessors of the Rason Administration, but
no action taken by the present Govern-
ment, no effort put forward by them so
far as administration is concerned, can
be regarded as any attempt whatever to
carry out the mandate given to the Rason
Administration at the general elections of
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1905. We the given as anl excuse for
these sliortconiings that the Government
have been unable to deal with certain iiii-
portant matters awaiting legislative ac-
tion owing to) the exigencies of the finen-
cial position of . the State, and the
lengthy consideration given to devise the
bes t means for providing .the revenue
necessary- for its want,;- in fact! to sumn
up. because of the necessity for dealing
with the financial position in which the
State had been lauded. This is certainly
anl admission fromt the Government, be-
cause I thinkli even their ardent snppor-
ters, those -with wh'lom they have been
hobnobbingl during every recess we have
bad, at functions such as shows, bauquets
and dinners- (The Premier: Hobnobbing
for tenl dayVs with you]-and trips
throughout the country, will be astonished
to learn that during the term in
which the Ministerial party have occupied
those benches the whole of their energies
have been devoted to squaring the finan-
ces of the State. It is news to learn that
the Ministerial hens have been hrying- to
incuibate the financial egg. [Mr. W~alker:
All the hens 2Lt one tinme!] No, taking
it in turns; I gather fromt the Governor's
Speech. one at a time. Although we have
that well known illustration as to the
mountain labouring and bringing- forth
a mouse, in this case it appears to me
that the Ministry have done nothing but
addle that financial egg. I do not know
that any political mountebank I have
ever come in contact with has miade a
more impudent assertion or has actually
shown more imipudent assurance thanw~as
contained in the remarks of the Trea-
surer in a recent speech be delivered at
Busselton. The spech was made of
course after the Treasurer had been dined
and wined, and possibly this may ac-
count somewhat for the extraordinary
nature of the statements made by him;
hut he assured his audience that at the
time the Government took office the
finances were not in a sound condition,
but he was glad to know he had been
able to balance the finances of the State.
That is the most extraordinary statement
that any gentleman holding MAinisterial
office has ever made in the political his-
tory of Western Australia. As a matter

of fact other financiers outside the realms
of Parliament who have balanced their
finances, and have financed their affairs
as the Treasuirer has those of the State,
have landed in places much less eon-
genial than the House of Parliment.
Let us see in what way the Treasurer
has balanced the finances. He told that
muidienee that when the Government took
office the finances were not in a sound
cnitionv. At the end of the financial
year 11004-5 the( deficit was roundly
£46,000; in 1903-6 it was £120,000; in
1906-7, £208,000: in 1907-8, £211,000.
The Treasurer balanced the finance by
increasing thle deficit from £46,000 to
£211,000. 1 an' quite satisfied that if he
has thle assurance to imiake such a state-
miient as that at Busselton hie would if the
State wvere handed over to the official
receiver, go to those people and say what
a great financial genius lie was and how
wveil lie had managed affairs. The (ry
ernient have been unable year after year
to do what they promised at the elections
of 1905, naimely to balance the finances
of thle State and wvipe out the deficit.

The Treasurer: You could go on in-
creasing it when you were in power.

Mri. BATH: I amn telling you what the
deficit wans when w6e left office, namnely
£46,000, and ami also telling you what it
is now. It has increased fivefold during
thme adnministration of the Tteasurer and
his colleagues. Notwithstantding this, the
Treasurer has the presuimption to say he
has balaniced the ledger. It is news to
mie that a deficit can he wiped out ini th4iis
faszhiont.

The Premier : It can be funded, as
in the other StateCs.

Air. BATH: We do ni-t waiit to isort
to such means as that here, hut te mere
tact that mention is now made of it gives
one the impression that the Ministry have
considered the idea.

The Premier: If they had there would
be nothing novel about it.

Mr. BATH: Not only have we had this
continued increase in the deficit, but we
have had devious methods resorted to in
order to try and balance the finances.
such as remind us of the bad old days
of financing in New South Wales and
Victoria which brought lean years and
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bad years in their train. We have had
other: instances. of bad 01(1 practices which
were resorted to in t~nies when finances
were in a stringent condition, such as the
construction of nonproductive work
from luaui fund,-. The Treasurer has not
been behindliand in resorting to this
mnethod. In 190.5-6, £59,000 was spent in
this manner in roads, bridges, and public
buildings, while in 1906-7 the sum of
£003.000 was spent. The figures for the
financial year just conclnded are not yet
available, but probably a snum represent-
ilng £100,000 hast been1 expended in the
saume fashion. This action of the Trea-
sur-er, like that of Auhilycus, has heen
the gathering up'of unconsidered trifles,
and hie hias not scrupled to appropriate
trust fuinds, using then as revenue in his
frantic effort to try aind balance the
ledger. For instance what constitutes-
and I have expressed this view in the
paper-." legaliswed embezzlement " was
committed by the sale oif G'overnmient
property trust account funds to the tune
of £73,000 and using- the proceeds as
revenue for ordinary purp)oses. It was
never contemplated that the money pro-
duced by the sale of the property bought,
or constructed, fromn loan funds, should
be used as revenue. There is at the pie-
sent time anl indebtedness to the foreign
bondholder representing that aimount
and, if the jrnperty is sold, we have not
the asset representing the amount of the
indebtedness, rior it has been appro-
priated for revenlue purposes. Even if
the Treasurer had been able by these
methods to adjust the finnces and to
wipe out the deficit, it would not have
been justified by any authority on sound
finance. It is true the Treasurer, when
the illegal nature of the action was
pointed out to him, legalised it by pass-
ing a Bill through Parliament to anthorise
the use of the mioney; but the fact that
it was legalised did not make it right from
a moral point of view. The Treasurer
stands condemned in the eyes of the fi-
nancial journals for using this money in
such a fashion; and I told the Treasurer
here, one stormy morning last year, that
it 'was a dishonest practice. He resented
it then, but I repeat the statement now,
that it is a dishonest practice and not

justified inl Mle interests of the State.
(Mr. I nywin : That was when the closure
had been used, was it not?] Then we are
told that economies have been effected,
and the Government ])oint with pride to
the savings they have effected iii the rail-
way administration of this State. It is
true they have reduced the expenditure
on tie Government railways; but they
have done it by two methods which in my
opinion are itot justified and cannot be
defended. In the first place, they have
dlone it by sweating the railway emiploy-
ees, sweating them iii no uninistakeable
f~ashionl. Despite the denial bf the Pre-
mier as to anl interview [ gave to the
Press, there canl be no doubt there are a
nutlber of railway employees ini this
State who are s'veated by the Govern-
nment in trying to effect a saving in the
expeniditure onl railways. 1 say that so
far as Government employment is con-
cerned, where we pass legislation for the
purpose4 of securing a fair wage, the
Glovernment should be the flirst to set an
example in that direction ; should be the
first to say to the private employer, "We
fair -you to pay fair wvages and observe

Tarworking conditions."
The Premier: Did not the Government

allow Sunday time to stand alone?
Mr. BATH: Is it a fair thing, for in-

stance, that casual hands in the carriage-
clean ing sheds should be paid 6s. 6d. per
day? Is it a fair thing that employees
receiving 8s. per day should be retrenched
and others taken on at 7s. per day-some
of them immigrants brought out and as-
siste4t by the State? Some of the old cut-
ployees have been taken onl again at the
reduced rate of 7s. per day. The Pre-
mier deniea this, but I have seen papers
showing that application has been made
for the payment of Ss. per day to these
men, and it has been refused. If to-mor-
row morning the Premier will express his
willingness to pay these mnen a minimum
rate of Ss. per day, he shall have supplied
to him the names of men who have been
retrenched in this fashion and put on
again at the reduced rate. Those me-
thods are undesirable in the interests of
the State. If we contemplate effecting
economy in the running of our railways
and cannot do so without resorting to
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these practices, then I say it is not justi-
fled. I do say, however, that there is
room in the railway service for economy
in (he administrative staff, roomi for weed-
ing out men in receipt of high salaries.
The administrative staff has been built
uip year in and year out until to-day it is
unniecessarily' large, which increases the
red-tapeism through which matters have
to go and makes it impossible for the
railways of this State to he worked as a
commercial undertaking. I do say it is
entirely wrong for any Government to
effect economies by sTweating their em-
ployees.

The Minister for Railways: what
about the highly-paid officers whomn your
Government appointed?

Mr. BATE: I said that the staff had
been constantly built uip in years past;
and if thle Minister is really anxious to
effect eceonomly and reduce expenditure,
let him start first on the administrative
staff. The other method by which an
apparent salvingo has been effected is merely
that of bantking onl the wise expendi-
ture inl past years. The Minister for
Railways knows that in 1904-5 a con-
siderable sumi was expended fromt revenue
for the ipurpose of bringing the perman-
ent way. especially the main lines, up to
a decent condition:. and the Government,
instead of wisely setting aside a fair stun
each year to maintain that standard, are
letting the permanent way fall into dis-
repair, and by this they' claim they are
making a saving to the State. The re-
sult will he flhat in a few years we s;hall
be in precisely % the same position as they
were formerly in Victoria. There the
Government pointed to a saving inl this
eoinnectioin of £100.000. but in a vear- or
two they had to paY £ 250,000 for wThat
they called belated "repairs." to bring the
permanent way tip to standard again.
and had to buy1 new locomotives and re-
pair others that had heeni allowed to get
otit of condition. In connection with the
recent terrible railway accident in Vic-
toria.wie see hlow unwise it is, for the pur-
pose of making an apparent saving in one
or two years. to allow the permanent war
to zet into such a condition, or to sweat
the staff and work them in such a war
tlwt thle lovernment Piay be landed in

enormous expenditure by having to com-
pensate those who are seriously injured in
accidents. It is far better to make an ave r-
age expenditure each year, keeping the
permianent way in good order and giving
the people a good service, rather than to
starve the railways now and have to pro-
vide twofold in a few years to come.
Then we are told theie has been a saving
in administration; but I would ask the
Premier to turn to the Colonial Secre-
tary's Department, or to the departments
controlled by the Attorney General, which
mnay be termed purely administrative de-
p~artmenlts, and note if a saving has been
effected there. Onl the contrary there haa
been an increase in the expenditure of
those departments; And it is just in those
branuches of the public service that the
pruning-knife could have been used w-ith.
effect. T do not say we should not ask
those departments to carry out the duties
entrusted to thenm; but I do say, we should
appoint officers who would carry out those
duties in a mnuch better fashion, and per-
haps with fewer officers than at the pre-
sent time. We have only to turn to the
Public Health Department as a case inl
point. We see there a very considerable
staff, and the cost of administration is
mTounting ti at such a rate as to be A
positive disgrace to the State. We have
the Treasurer taking the Morning Herald
to task, and talking abouat vindictive eriti-
cinl, because that paper has dared to
criticise sonic of his methods in estimating
the revenue and expenditure of this State.

The Treasurer: And for making false
statement,,,

Mr. ]BATH: He has taken the news-
p~aper to task for criticising him for not
expending money Parliament had voted.
The Treasurer stated that if lie found the
revenuie was not coming inl according to
the estimate, it was the first andl( bounden
duty of a Treasurer to look about himi for
means of reducing expendituire.

The Treasurer: They criticised me be-
cause I did not get the revenue.

Mr. BATH: That was the point taken
by the Herald, and that stateioent of the
Treasurer is taken from his reply to the
Herald, or rather from his speech at Bus-
cc lton inl which he resented the criticism
that he had not exypended mioney which
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Parliament had voted. Let us see what
the Treasurer and his colleagues said in
1905. Mr. Rlason, speaking at iNdland
Junction in September, 1905, said:-

If they asked him to show some
cause for the existing depression, he
would say it was in a large measure due
to the fact that the Labour Government
bad expended £180,000 less than Par-
liament had voted.

And the Treasurer (Hon. F. Wilson)
backed up Mr. Boson's statement onl that
occasion. Thus we find that what was a
erime onl the part of the Labour Govern-
ment in 1905 becomes a virtue onl the
part of the Treasurer- iu 1908; for when
he finds the revenue is not coming in as
anticipated, lie now states it is a proper
thing to a~just thre expenditure according
to the way the revenue comes in. [Mr.
Collier: And then squirmis under criti-
cism.] And then talks about vindictive
criticism. But while at Busselton thle
Treasurer with one breath takes credit to
himself that the Governmuent have squared
the finances of the State, almost with his
next breath, in order to make a ease
against the Commonwealth Government,
he says the way in whichi the Commnton-
wealth has plundered this State has pre-
vented him fromn squaring the finances.
Onl the one hand hie says he has squared
the finances, and with his next breath
the Treasurer says that because the
Comimonwealth 'robbed the State of
£60,000 lie hans been preven ted fromi
squaring the finances. Let us see how
the Commonwealth has plundered the
State. That argument is used net-ely
to cover up the tracks of the Govern-
ment;- this talk of the Commonwealth hav'-
ing robbed the State of revenue is the
redherring dlrawn across the track to
divert attention fromi the Treasurer's,
mismanagement of the affairs of the
State. To this end he talks of the
£60,"000 thre Federal Government has
taken for the purpose of establishing old
age pensions. T desire to quote the
Treasurer's remarks in 1905, and to point
out that in 1905 every Minister of the
Rason Cabinet, when asked his opinion
on the old age pensions question-with
I think the single exception of the Trea-

surer, who said hie was not in favour of
it-every other M1inister said hie was in
favour of o1(1 ace pensions, but that he be-
lieved they should he introduced by the
Commonwealth G-overniment and not by
thle State Government. That statement was
also advanced by the present Attorney
General, who was not then in the Mini-
stry, but wvho when seeking election in
10905 said that while he believed in old
age pensions, he believed also that the
Commnon wealth should undertake them,
and not the State.

The .1 ttormey General: lDid not I say
I believed the Commonwealth should ad-
minister the old age pensions scheine I

Mr. BATH: You said that ainy scheme
of old age pensions should be undertaken
by the Commonwealth.

The z1 Iforneq General: No.
Mr. B3ATH-: What the newspapers re-

ported was that the Attorney General said
he believed in such a. scheme, provided
old age pensions were undertaken by the
Commonwealth Government. I agree
with thle Attorney General, and it was the
proposal of thle Lahour Government in
connection with their scheme for old age
pensions that thle State should provide
the money, but that at thle first favourable
opp~ortunity we should hand over its ad-
ministration to the Federal Government.
For thisq reason. There were those who
had been the requisite time in thle Coln-
nionwvealth. bitt who through passing fromi
Onec State to another would not be eligible
tinder any State scheme which restricted
the payment to those resident. within the
State for a specified period, say 12 or 15
yea rs. The tact that such persons; had
been resident in one State for ten yeamrs,
though they might have beeni resident in
tile Cimnionwealth for 30 years,. would
disqualify themn from pensions. We felt
that a Commonwealth schemle would get
over that difficulty and provide the re-
quisite scheme under which everyone en-
titled to it within the Commonwealth
wouild secur-e a pension. At the Con-
ference in Melbourne in 1906i. the Trea-
surer said:-

We would rather, I think, supposing
Western Australia indorses the old age
pension scheme, make a special appro-
priation for our proportion, whatever
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it might amount to, and hand it over to
the Federal Government. We think
that would be *more equitable, because
we pay so much through the
Customs and Excise, so much more per
head of our population than the other
States, that we naturally must pay
very much more towards this scheme
than our due proportion would he.

You will note, however, the Treasurer
said "We would rather, I think, suppos-
ing Western Australia endorses the old
age pension scheme." There were plenty
of limitations and qualifications. What
I wish to point out is that the Common-
wealth Government was perfectly willing
in 1907, and was stilt willing in 1908, to
accept such a proposal as that. Mr.
Deakin on that occasion said:

1 do not want to continue thle dig-
eussioti, bitt may add without hesita-
tion that if the State Governments will
undertake the responsibility of finding
uts the money to pay Federal old age
pensions, no one will welcome the pro-
posal with more euthtusiasm than the
Federal Governmentt.

That statement has been repeated many
times, but the State Treasurers, whatever
mlay have been their protestations about
their belief in old age pensions, have
never been willing to make that provision,
though the Commonwealth Government
and thle people of the State have been
emphatically in favour year after year,
waiting for it, and waiting for it in vain,
for the State Treasurers to undertake the
scheme. As the people, whether they
are Westernk Australians or Queens-
landers, only have to pay the money oice,
whether it is provided b ,y the Common-
wealth or thle State, they are piepared
tom support that G'overnment which is
sincere in its; anxiety to cait old age
pensions into practical effect. Then,
agrai, while there mnay be sonic quali-
lication in regard to thleir opposition to
the (Common wealth taking the money for
o'ld age plensionis, wre at'e told there is
reant objection to their taking any money

per nmedium of the Surplus Revenue Bill
for' defence. In turning uip the official
record I find the Treasurer in 1906 was
perfectly willing that the Federal Govern-

went should have money for defence, be-
cause he voted with me in support of
anl amendment which was moved by Mr.
McGowan, who is Leader of the Opposi-
tion iii the New South Wales Parliament.

The Treasurer: What was the amend-
mient I

Mr. BATH: To restrict the money be-
ing taken over for anything else than old
age pensions and defence.

The Treasurer: That was the specific
duties which we (opposed, you and I both,
because of the unfairness to Western
Australia.

Mr'. BATH: The hon, member did not
oipp ose it, becau~se I have the record here.
I will read it for the hon. member's edifi-
cation.

The Conference divided (on Mr.
McGowan's amendment-Mr. Ashton,
Mr'. Bath, Mr. McGowan, Mr. Philp,
Mi'. Waddell, Mr. Wilson. (An extra
vote for W"estern Australia.) Majority
against the amendment, 1.
The Treasurer: Limiting it. We could

not get it thrown out, and we limited it.
Mr. BATH: The Treasurer was quite

willing that we should then pay the money
for old age pensions and defence. Now
the State Treasurers arc objecting to the
Commonwealth doing what they have ex-
pressed theitr willingness to (10 time after
tune, that the Commonwealth should have
the necessary money for this purpose.
It seemis to tile nil the talk about plunder-
ing the State is so much effort to divert
public attention from the real issue, that
is the administration of the finances of
the State. Then we also have some vain-
glorious remarks fromt the Premier that
Western Australia is not going to stand
noiv interference whatever from the
Federal Government as, to its State debts,
that we want to have control of out' own
business, that we do not want the Com-
monwealth to step in at all. Yet I think
in either 1906 or 19)07 when there wvas a
jproposal pot forward, which wvould have
enabled this Government to hand over
their debts to the Commnwealth, with the
provision for a half per cent. sinking
fund. the Treasurer and the Premier both
were quite willing that it should have
been iindertaken, and they pitt forth
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feelers to the people of the State as to
the propriety (if reducing the sinking
flund from one per cent, to half per cent.
Although we hear a great deal about pre-
serving our indebtedness, when it was a
question in which they thought of re-
ducing the payment to the sinking fund
they were quite willing to transfer the
debts to the Commonwealth Government.
There is one thing inconnection with the
borrowing powers about which the Pre-
ier is so emphatic, that is whether the

people of this State, in vjew of the pre-
sent indebtedness oif the population and
the way it has mounted up in recent
years, are so anxious that wye should
have absolutely fr-ee control of borrow-
ing in Westerr Australia-wvhether that is
worth fighting for-seeing they have to
pay the piper to the extent they have to-
day. In 1904-5, the net indebtedness per
head of the population in Western Auis-
tralia was £61 19s. 5d., that was the year
of the ],about- Government, anrd it was
then lower per head of the popula tion
than it had been for some years past.
Without taking into consideration the
loan that has been raised this Year, on the
'30th Peeiber, 1907, our inetens
per head has increased to £06 18s. 7d.,
or £5 more per head of the population
than it was in 1.904-5.

Tb" A ttorneiy General : What would
have been the fire in 1905. including
the loan raised that year ?

Mr. BATH: The Premier was quoting
tihe rate in 1905, and the hall. member
asked me why I did not take the figures
front the official returns which were in
my possession. I have the officil re-
turns, and the figures I have given, are
taken from the Statistical Abstract. If
the Attorney General will tell me tow
much the Rason Government had] to their
credit, of loan mloneyv, when the v took-
office in September. 1905, then I will
tell him the nest indebtedness in 1905.

The Attorneqy 0-ner-al: o thle figures
you gave include the loan authorised to
be raised in 1905 ?

'Mr. BATH: No, they do not, because
the mioney was not available. When Mfr.
Boson stepped into office lie had a
balance of £095.000 to credit of General

Loan Flund to carry on public works
with. The figures I have given are the
official figures taken fromt the Statistical
Abstract. That is tli indebtedness to
which we i-educed it as compared with the
indebtedness at the present time, and I'
defy the Attorney General or the Trea-
surer to dispute these figures. [Interjec-
tion by fire Treasurer.3 t w'ill tell the
Treasurer about the works arid the amount
exp)ended, and show him where his vigor-
on policycame in asI com'1p a red with
1904-5. Despite tire fact that we have
£5 per hlead more of the net indebtedness
oif the State, and that more than half the
total indebtedness has been expended on
thre railways, we find the railways re-
turned last year £108,000 less in revenue
than in 1004-5. and £129,000 less than
in 19031-6. We are told that the differ-
ence in the railway receipts has been due
to the encouragement given to the pro-
ducing interests of Western Australia.
It has been due to nothing of the sort.
1t has been due to the concessions (deli-
berately given to the combines oif the
State, the concessions which were given
to tile timber combine. and which enabled
themn to increase their pro.fits at the ex-
p~ense of the pieople whoii were called upon
to pay the inreiased interest and sinking
flund charged on the loan indebtedness.
It was duie to tile conceession given to the
florn-milling combine which I le Treasurer
knows something about, and it was due
to the concession giv-en to -the combine
coinnected with tile meat industry of
which the Minister for Railways knows
something, for lie boasted about it at
Menzies. These ate the people who have
profited at the expense of the Nate.

lion- F. It. Piesse : What am ouat did
they pr-ofit by it ?

Mr. BATH: The timber combine p'o-
fited to) the extent of. T think. 123.000.

flon.' F' I. 'ieasse: We dlid riot urake
bread out of sawdust.

Mr. BATH: All I want to say* is that
evidently the member for -Kaain
wants to impress on uts that the coneS-
sioti w1as rio good, lint I will say that
wh enl thle farmaing comnni rity pointed
ont to the Ministers when along the Goreat
Sourthern r-ailway that the rebate was no
rise to them, the members of the flour
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milling association were quickly on the
heels of the Minister, telling him that the
rebate should be retained because it was
of use to them.

Hlon. 1". It. Please: It may have been
to a few of them.

Mr. BATH: These are the concessions
which have made it necesary to sweat the
railway employees; these are the conces-
sions which have made it necessary for
the people of the State to pay an in-
creased amount in interest and sinking
fund charges in order that the exploiters
and combines should pocket increased
profits. Then again we are told about
the vigorous policy in connection with
the construction of railways. It is a re-
markable thing that although a consider-
able sumi of money has been expended
in railways, with the result that the in-
terest and sinking fund bill has gone up
to the tune of £145,000 since 1905-6, the
railway revenue, instead of increasing,
has decreased, and it seemis to me that in
connection writh some of the agricultural
railways the only result has been to put
monepy into the pockets of those specu-
lators, those who have held or secured
the land along the railways, and who have
pocketed the profits as the result of the
expenditure of loan funds on these rail-
way lines. We find as to proposed new
railways that those people who get the
information, obtain the land, and the only
result of the construction of the railways
is to enable them to net enhanced profits.

The Treasurer: Where did they get the
information from 9

'Mr. BATH: If the Treasurer is willing.
1 would like to see a return of the land-
holders along the Preston Valley line, and
its proposed extension ; a return of the
land-holders along the Katanning-Kojon-
uip railway; a return of the land-holders
along the WVickepin railway, and a re-
turn of those who have taken tip land
along the proposed extension of the
Goomalling line, northward and eastward,'
and we would have somec interesting in-
f ormation. I want to point out what
the Attorney General said in this mnatter
in 1905. He said:-

There is one matter I should like to
enipliasise, and that is that I am

thoroughly in accord with what the
Leader of the Opposition said in re-
gard to the lands lying adjacent to our
existing lines of railway and in regard
to the necessity for having these lands
thrown open for selection before we
push on with the policy of spur lines.
It is a shame, wvhen travelling on these
lines, to see on both sides of the rail-
wars thousands of acres tied up purely
for speculative purposes; and at the
same time, are we justified in going
in for the constructiont,of railways to
make lands at the back of these avail-
able for the assistance of the people of
the State 9 The possibility of pur-
chasing these lands along existing rail-
wrays may be entirely beyond the
powers of the Treasurer, especially if
he were simply to go into the open
market and ask for them to be sold to
him at the price the vendors ask; but
there are otlher means (if acquiring
these lands, and they have already been
pointed out to the- Treasurer. If those
who htold these lands for speculative
purposes were made the subject of
some tii.ation on unimpr-oved values,
we would find that these estates, which
have been locked tip waiting for the
expansion of the State to give them
the unearned increment, would become
available for the settlement of the
citizens of the State, and we would not
be obliged to construct these railways
into what are practically the hack-
blocks of our agricultural districts to
find land on .which to place settlers.

That opinioin was endorsed by the meini-
her for (-hisroynie (Mr. Butcher) the
other nighnt, when he said there -was
roomi for a million of people to he settled
on existinig lines, of railway without con-
structing an additional mile. Iagree
Wtith the oipinion expressed b 'y that lion.
member, and with that exp~ressed by the
Attorney General before he was Attorney
General. Had we adopted that policy we
could have largely increased the return
from our railixays without involving one
additional penny in expenditure, with-
out increasing. interest and sinking fund
charges. anid the Treasurer would have
found that his Budg-et would have been
balanced without having resort to the
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many devious methods lie has adopted.
Of course, while I recognise the value of
the information offered by the Attorney
Genera! in 1905, he has strayed from the
paths of rectitude because of the attrac-
tion of the flesh-pots of Egypt. [ The
A4torney General: There is not much at-
traction about them.] Al any rate the
Attorney General is very anxious to
stick to office. Now we come to the
Treasurer's interjection of a short time
ago, as to the fact that no works had
been carried out in 1904-5. 1 wish to
grive a comparison between what was. then
widely termed the "mnark time" policy
and the allqeeJ vigpous polic y of the
present Administration. In 1904-5 the
expenditure from revenue and from gen-
eral loan fund on the three great labour-
employing departments, the Railway De-
partmient, the Public Works Department,
and the Mines Department, was £2,581,941,
while in 1905-6 it was £2,240,844
or £340,000 less. Again, in 1906-7 it was
P2389,416, or nearly £200,000 less. I
have not the loan figures for 1907-S-I
tuied to get them yesterday-but the
Government will need to have expended
considerably over one million pounds
from general 1loan fund in order to equal
the combined expendiutre in 1904-5. So
w.hen time Treasurer talks about no ex-
penditure on works in 1904-5 he is abs.o-
Intel)' talking without hLb book. and has
not taken the trouble to look up the
financial returns of this State. I think
there was more money spent then. umore
men wvet employed. niore work was
found, and more wvas done to develop thie
resourcees of the State than has been done
in any year by any Government that has
held olfice since that date. We have
heard] a great deal about the great en-
rotiratrenient given to the various indus-
tries by tile present Administration. I
want to) point out that in the mnining in-
dustry thle Labour Government did more
in 1904-5 in a practical way for thle en-
em~rapemi' of that industry thanu has
been done since. In 1904-5 we expenided
fromI revenue on the erction of new
State batteries £C33,219, as compared with
only 13,174 1L 1905-6i, and nothing at
all in 1906-7. Again. in water supply
fin- wimling districts we expended £E32,748

Second clay.

in 1904-5; while only £18,795 was ex-
pended in 1905-6, Qnd only £15,952 in
1906-7. Also in the nmining development
vote, from revenue we provided £6,046
in .1904-5, While A SUiim of £6,641 was
provided in 1905-6, and in 1906-7 no-
thing was provided from revenue for the
p)urpose. Taking the combined expendi-
ture, apart from administration, in
dii ect encouragemnent of the mining rn-
dustry in 1904-5 we provded from revenue
and general loan fund thle suim .of
£E117,553, while in 190.5-6 only £94,636
wtas expended, and £:109 ,749 inl 1906-7.
The loan figrures not being available this
year, I ami not able to give them; but I
feel sure the%, will not equal our com-
bined e'xpendiure in direct encourage-
inent of the mniningr industry in 190445.
Then, in the development of agriculture,
the expenditure from general loan fund
iii 1904-5 was £152,663; in 1905-6 it wvas
£38,3o59, and in 1906-7 it was £150,026:
so that in these two directions when the
actual H.gures are quoted it is seen that in
1904-5 we expended in direct eiicourage-
mnen! miore than has been done by either
the liasomi Admoinistratioii or the present
Government. We are also told about the
great development in land settlement that
has taken place, hut in 1904-5 thieve was
a greater amiount of land settlement than
has taken place since, In fact, the year
1904-5, although we had withdrawn land
from being taken up as grazine leases,
wns a record year for land settlement in
this State-not settlement in big areas,
but for what might be termed closer set-
tlemlent.

lion. F. I-i. 1-iesse: A great deali of
that settlement was under grazing lease
conditions, which were not so satisfactory
to the State as the present condlitional.
purchase condlirions.

MIr. BATH: Ini that year wve had with-
d rawn glazi ng l eases f rom select ion owvin g
to the decision in the Lee Steere ease.
That decision has since been overruled,
but at that time it held good, and we
were not desirous of giving- pastoral les-
sees any excitisive privilege to take tip
that class of land.

lon. F. If. Piessc: Mly remark was
exclusive of that. I referred to the
grazing leases which were zrhandoned
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after a time. Now, of course, the condi-
tions are conditional purchase.

Mr. BATH: Even with those excluded,
compared with the years sine, the year
1005 was a record for land settlement.
So while the present Government boast
about these matters, it is just as well the
public should know the actual figures,
and that whatever record the Government
nway have established in the three years
they hare held office, that record was ex-
ceeded by the Labour Government in the
so-called "mark-time" year of 1904-5.
To show how far the Treasurer has been
astray in all his predictions and state-
ment in regard to what the present Gov'-
erment were going to do and what would
be the result of their policy, I have only
to point out his prophecies- when intro-
ducing the Loan Bill of 1906. The
Treasurer then stated: -.

" The effect of this Bill will be
readily seen by members if they follow
the figures 1 am about to quote. Thle
total authorisations of Western Aus-
tralia to the 30th June, 1906, were
X18,273,253. We have redeemed of
that amount £C214,700, and our acemiuu-
lated sinking fund is £1,320,603.
These latter being deducted leave the
net indebtedness of £16,737,950, equal-
ling £64 3s. 8d. per head of our popu-
lation. If we had to go on the mnarket
to-day to raise the sum of money mnen-
tioned in this Loan Bill, £C2,467,000,
our net liability would be increased of
course very considerably, to the extent
of £9 6s. 8d. per head of our popula-
tion; but I think we may fairly con-
sider that this loan,. which it is pro-
posed shall be spread over the next
two and a-half to three years, at any
rate two years to two and a-half years
-[Intejection] -a good* portion, at
least one-half, will be raised early next
year. I reckon A'e will have to raise
one and a-half millions next year, and
the balance, the other maillion, the fol-
lowing year. I think we may fairly
estimate that the population will in-
crease in the same or similar propor-
tion to what it has done during the
past few years; and if that takes
place, our piopulation at the cad of
June, 1908, should approximate some-

thing like 2S3,000 people. I find on
turning to the statistics that our popu-
lation on the 30th June, 1904, was
238,000, and that on the 30th June,
1906, that is two years later, we had
increased to 261,000; and it is esti-
matted by the statisticians that at the
end of June. 1908, at about the swune
race of increase, our population wilt
he equal to 2805,000 people. Then if
we take into cons-ideration-and I
think we are justified in considering
this fact in connection With the matter
-that during the next two financial
years we will hlave paid to our sinking-
fuind an annual amount of £232,567,
in .1006-7, and £245,960 in 1907-8, we
wrill find that our net liability at the
end of the financial year 1907-S wilt be
£18,726,423, or equal to £06 3s, 5d. per
head of our estimated population at
that date-that is provided that be-
tween now and the end of the 190 7-8
financial year, we have raised the whole
of the loan we arc now askring Parlia-
ment to anthorise uLs to raise by this
Bill. Of course if the whole of the
loan is not floated during that period,
that is within the next twenty mouths
-and I think it will be-but if it is
not, then ouLI indebtedness per head of
the Population, providing we have this
moderate estimated increase going on,
will be pretty well the same. as it is
to-day. That is the effect of the Loan
Bill so far as the total indebtedness of
the country is concerned."

The Treasurer was: reckoning that the
State would progress Iuder the Govern-
mnent's beneficent administration at the
same ratio that it had bean progiessinig
during the year of that Government
which they so roundly condemned in
1905. But, as a matter of fact, the popu-
lation on the 40th June. 1908, was only
269,000, as coiipared with the rTreasur-.

er's estimate of 283,000. In fact, during
the tenre of the 1 iesent Administration.
instead oif the plaltion increasing, in-
stead of having this great inipetus to
industry, this confidence restored through-
out the length and breadth of the land,
we find that population was leaving
Western Australia instead of coming to
it. In 1904-5. the year of the Labour
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G'overnnment, we had an increase of
12,490 in the population, or 5.16 per
cent. In the next year, 1906, the increase
was, only 2.73 per cent., or a total of
6,067, while inl 1907, when the Treasu.,rer
camne into office, the increase was 2,100,
or 0.80 per cent., and this, increase was
due to excess of births over deaths.
During the year the State lost by excess
of departures over arrivals to the numnber
of 2,087. [Tme Treasurer: 'What is the
population to-day, and the ijierase on
last year 1] The population now is
269,000. The increase is only given uip
to the end of the calendar year 1907.
The returns of population are given for
the calendar and not for the financial
Year, and we shall have to wait until the
end (of this year before we know the
figures for INS8. The fact remains that
thle Treasurer, in making a prediction in
1.906, reckoned on the population ilicreas-
ing to 283,000. It says a great deal for
the depression which has resulted frow
the methods of the p~resnt Government
that the population was, practically at at
standstill between 1905 and 1907.

The Treasurer: Has there not been an
increase in the last 12 monthis?

Mr. BATH: During the last six
nmontlhs there has been, but we have to
balance that by the movements of the
population at the end of each year.

?*he Treasurer: Is not time increase to
be put to our -credit9

Mr. Walker: The people are returning
fioni trips to the East.

Mr. BATHR: The Treasurer ran not
take the six-monthly returns, for the
question niust be viewed fromn the re-
turnse at the end of the calendar year,
and until tine end of this rear we shall
not know xvha( the rate of increase for-
1908 has hecn- I an; taking the complete
year in each case. and have shown
that, wer'e it nt for ani excess% of birthis
over deaths,. the State would hare lost
instead of gained p~pulation as the re-
sult of the nfiethods of the present Gov-
emninent. We hare bad it said by the
Press and onl the puiblic platform. at
banquets amid other fnncetiomis given to the
Afinister for 'Mimies inl the conue Of his
motor ride through the Menzies and
North Coolgardie districts, that thle

Mimncs Department is administered ii.
what mnight he termed a superior fashion,
awnd we are told that the State batteries
have been placed on a. proper adminis-
trative hasis. The Mnbister for Mines
las not been vecry ready in makiag known
the report of the State Batteries Inquiry
Board, for that report places an alto-
gether different complexion onl this boast
of splendid admiinistration by the Min-
iste r. What is niore, while the State was
involved in at considerable amiount of ex-
pense to secure that report, the recomn-
mmendlationis omade in it and the actual in-
formation gleaned by tmei ers of tbe
Board have not heen availed of by the
Minister. We have had the statement
made that the Government intenid to erect
uniit stamps consisting of two-head mnills
in eertain mninimng districts iii order to en-
courage the development of mining, and
this in spite of the reports whicha have
beemi received as to the manner in which
the two-head mills have worked at Linden
anid Mount M1organs. These nills]lave
proved absolute failures, and yet. if the
ifrirnatio; which lmas been given is cor-
recl, the Government intend to establish
them ini other parts of the fields, and
have ordered a numiber of them from
miakers imi the Eastern States. Let ois
turn1 to what (lie State Batteries Inquiry
Boar-d say' in regard to these miills. A
unit mnill was run under their slupervis-
ion in order that it might be given a fair-
trial s~o as to establish wvhether' it would
be advamitageous to erect then; in the
V~iLrmotls miiimg districts in Western Aus-
tralia. After giving particulars of the
varmoxls trials the members of the Board
in their report say :--

"We have received particulars of
lmother' juletRimatiC unit stamp nmow onl
time market amid we arc of thme Opinion
that it has advantages that cannot be
clainm hy time one now on trial. There
is no question but that suchi a mill as
this unit appeared to be when first
erected is much required for out-back
prospecting, bult by the resuqlt (if the
trial it is to hie regretted that the entire
unsuiitableness of this particular mill
for the purpose inl view has heen for
the present demioastrated."

In spite of that fact and in spite of the
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trial. the Minister persists in establishing
this mill at Linden in order, after all the
exipense of carting it and of erecting it
and of providing the necessary oil engine
to rn it, to have it demonstrated in a
practical fashion that it is practically
useless for the purpose for which it is
needed.

Thke Minister for Mfines: It is not the
SAmue class of mill at all as the one men-
tioned in the report of the board, which
was a. pneumatic unit stamp mill and
different entirely.

Mr. BATH: Anyhow, from letters I
have received from those interested in
tmining pr'operties, there is not the slight-
est doubt that the two-stamip mills are
also failures.

The Minister for Mines: They did five
years good work at Yalgoo and Black
Range.

Mr. BATH: Surely the Minister does
not want a better demonstration than the
p)rotests from the people at Linden, who
]lave made it knowvn throughI the Press of
the State that the mill has been dis-
mantled at the Mlount M~argaret Lake
View mine, where it was given a trial.
Surely this is sufficient to stay the hland
of the Minister and force him to Kee if
lie call adopt some other means of en-
eouraging die mining industry without
involving the State in a 'loss of. this des-
cript ion. I have referred previously to
the Public Health Department, and in
this connection there is no doubt that
thme administration of the Department
callIs for all-round condemnation by all
interested in the health of the State-
anid more especially the health of the in-
fant population of the State. We find
that in 'May' of this Year certain state-
nients wvere brought forward by Mr.
Lander, anl Inspector for the Society for
time Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,
that cows suffering from tuberculosis
were being milked and that the milk wvas
being distributed uot ol'y to consumners
in thie metropolitan area but also to the
Perth Public Hospital. There is not the
slightest doubt that lie supplied sufficient
information onl that occasion to justify
the Public Health Depairtment taking
steps immediately for the purplose of
remedYing such a scandalous condition of

affairs. What did they do? They prac-
tically ignored his statemuents; and the
Colonial Secretary, when interviewed by
the Press, said the statements made by
the inspector were unreliable and there
was no truth in them. As a matter of
fact the Government removed Mr. Lander
from his position as anl honorary inspec-
tor under the Central Board of Health.
After they had pooh-poohed the state-
meaits and Mr. Lander had taken
measures in other channels to ventilate
what lie considered to be a standing dis-
race, we find, so late as July, that the
Central Board of Health at last awaken-
ed to the necessity for making an inves-
tigation. This is the result, as was pub-
lished in the Press:-

" The Central Board of Health have
during the past few days been actively
engaged in ordering the destruction of
a number of cows, which, accordling to
their veterinary experts. have been af-
fected with tuberculosis. The depart-
mient reLsolved some time hack to apply
the tuberculin test to the dairy herds
in the metropolitan area, and a veter-
mnar v officer was entrusted with the
task. The result has greatly exceeded
the departinent's antieipatibn, for a
large peicentage were found to be more
or less affected, and in every ease des-
traiction wam ordered. A few figures
w~hich were obtained yester-day 'will
give anl idea of the wholesale slaughter
that is inl course of progress. In one
dairy out of 26 cows 20 wvere ordered
to be destroy' ed; in another five out of
eight were declared unfit to supply
milk for human consumuption, and were
consceluentlv compelled to share the
fate decreed by the department. In
a third dairy 1.2 out of 1S cows were
discovered to be similarly affected, and
they, too,. were condeniiied. Altogether
in four dairies 41 cows were reported
by the vet, to be a menace to health,
anid the department at Saturday' morn -
ing-'s meeting- resolved onl their exter-
miination."

This in spite of the statement by the
Colonial Secretary a considerable period
antecedent to that date *in which lie ab-
solutely scouted 'Mr. Lander's statenients
and practically said there was no truth
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in thenm. [The Minister for Mines: That
was in regard to one special case.] It
was not in regard to one case, but in re-
gard to halt a dozen instances quoted by
Xr. Lanider, and even now the safeguards
provided by the Central Board are not
sufficient to protect the public of this
State, and 'especially the consumers in
the metropolitan area, front having milk
from beasts siffering from tuberculosis.
It is a scandalous condition of affairs
and unless prompt action is taken-and
I cannot see how we can proplerly pro-
tect the people by other than a municipal
milk supply-there is not the slightest
doubt we will sow the seeds of a chronic
disease which will seriously affect the
people in the near future. Ut is not only
the fact that the milk has gone into con-
sunaption, but we are told that beasts
suffering- from tuberculosis are bought by
butchers at a nominal price, that the had
parts are cut away and that the rest have
gone into consumption. Owing to the
operation of the mneat-ring in this State.
many butchers desiring to start business
have bought beasts of this kind in order
to sell mueat at a less price than that
charged by members of the ring. There
is n o doubt that many of these beasts
have gone into consumption, have been
bought up by the butchers in a smnall
way, and thus hare heoine a menace to
the health of the State. This mnenace ex-
ists at the present tiie,. and instead of
discouraging men like 'Mr. Lander, who
is anxious to protect the people of the
metropolitan area, the Central Board of
Health and the Colonial Secretary should
have given him every encouragement.
What they did was to remove him from
the position of an honorary inspector.
Then again we have the case of the Chief
Inspector of Factories and his removal
from the Department. There is no doubt
there is something rotten in the state of
that particular Department when, instead
of removing those officers who have been
a bar to the proper administration of
these measures, who have allowed their
private prejudices to creep in to defeat
legislatio 'n, they are getting rid of the
one manl who was honestly trying to carry
out his duties, and was honestly desirous
of earning the salary the people paid biof

for this purpose. It niay be news to the
Gvrmn, but it is well for them to

know, that the non-administration of the
Factories Act is responsible for the fact
that there are work-rooms in this city
wvhere young girls and women arc em-
ployed, which are a disgrace to Western
Australia and which provide a menace to
the health of the workers. If we had the
Factories Department administered pro-
perly, this state of affairs would be
remedied. In a new community like
Western Australia, where we can estab-
lish fair conditions, wve should have in-
spectors to see that at least the health of
the girls and women, if not that of the
men, is protected to the fullest possible
extent. Another thing also rhV Treasurer
auight attend to. He might take steps to
see that Fremnantle and Northam, and I
believe Kalgoorlie, shall make restitution
to this State for the amount of subsidies
wrongfully received. If it is right and
proper for the Treasurer to make re-
stitution to those municipalities of fines
wrongfully grabbed by him, it is certainly
right for the municipalities to make re-
stitution to the Treasurer.

The Attorneg General: How do you
know there is any money due by Kalgoor-
lie to the Treasurer 91

Mi~r. BATH : From the report of the
select committee.

The Attorney General . There was
never any investigation.

if r. Stuart :There was.
Mr. BATH :The report of the select

conuittee will demonstrate what I have
said. At least I think that what is fair
from (one side should be fair from the
oither ; and if the Treasurer will make
application these people wvill pay back
these moneys, and he will be able to make
capital of the fact that revenue will be
received from) them in the shape of re-
stituted subsidies. There is one point
which is seriously influencing the minds
of the public of this State, and] in my
opinion it is the rock upon which the pre-
sent Overnhneiit hlave to some extent
foundI~ered, that is that in Western Auis-
tralia, a young comimunity with a popu-
lation of something under 270,000 people,
we are to-day building up a set of con-
ditions rivalling those of America -and

[ASSEMBLY.3 Second d".
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(li-eat Britain. I wean that in Western
Australia small bodies or combines-
[Mfember : Or speculators] -yes, or
speculators, are permitted, in fact en-
couraged by the Government, to exploit
the people of this State, to rob them at
every turn. I have only to point to the
oper ations of the meat combine. I know
the metrber for Canning (Mr. Gordon)
will say there is no nieat ring in Western
Australia ; he has said it before. Hut
there is indubitable proof of its axis-
tence. It is true that on different occa-
sins outsiders have come in and coam-
peted with them for a time, and we have
lied a temporary reduction in prices,
brought about by temporary competition
between one set of suppliers and another,
but it has only been a matter of time for
these people to lie included, with the re-
sit that they all afterwards carry on
their depredations in the same old
fashion. If we are to build uip a pros-
p~erous community the people must be
tree fromt the operations of trusts. It
is no use enabling the rich togrow richer
by exploiting the totr. and making the
poor- poorer. If we are to build tip a
lprosperous State, we must help the people
themselves, for the people make the State
powerful and prosperous ; and some
means must be devised by the present Go-
vernment so that the people may be re-
lieved from the depredations of combines
of the character r have mentioned. To
show that a combine exists in the meat
trade, I will give you particulars as to
the way it carries on its operations in
Kalgoorlie. As a matter of fact, in Kal-
goorlie, io nian, no matter how much
lie is possessed of, can establish a butcher-
ig busines~s unless lie gets the -appr-oval
of the combine. He might lay out
£1,000 ill fluLi pping a shop, but until lie
gets the consent of the combine to supply
him with nieat, be is not able to carry on
his business ; and what is more, he has
to, supply the meat at prices approved of
by the combine. Then, if he desires to
dispose of his business, he cannot do so
unless he again secures the approval of
the combine, so that we see they have an
absolute control of the trade in that dis-
trict. To give You anl histance. a man
employed in a fairly good position, as

foreman, in a butchering business in the
metropolitan area, through~ some trouble
in his emiployment left or was discharged.
He went to Kalgoorlie and was promised
a billet by a butchering firm there; but
before he started work the matter was
made knownu to the othcr members of the
ring, and they stated that the man should
not bea employed. He bad then to seek
another occupation. That, is the way the
ring operates in Kalgoorlie. That in-
stance has been brought under my notice
by those who had to abide by the de-
cisions of that combine ; and the same
also, I am told, is the condition of affairs
in the metropolitan area. We are told
that the rise in the price of meat is ab-
solutely necessary becatuse there is scar-
city of stock. That seems to me absurd
in view of the figures given by the Pre-
inier with regard to the big increase in
flocks and herds of the State. Nay, we
have it onl the authority of the member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Butcher) that we have
abundant- stock, and free~zing works lie
declares are necessary to enable us to get
rid of some of the surplus. If we have to
do ilutt, there should be ample to supply
consumiers at a reasonable price. I be-
lieve there is ample ; but the operations
of this combine prevent the people of
Western Australia from getting nieat at
reasonable prices. Every Minister must
recognise what a serious thing it is for
many of ou,- populatiot,, who tinder the
best of circumstances live from hand to
mouth, whose earnings are just sufficient
to provide them with a house to live in
and clothing to wear, and who have bceonie
suddenly faced with this question. The
price of meat has been high enough in the
past, and it is a serious blow to the con-
snmers of this State. It means that
many will have to go without ; and to a
working manl dependent on his muscle
it becomes a very serious problemt in-
deed. We see in this State to-day not
only ostentnlious but in~sulting evidences
of the wealth which is the result of this
meat business in Western Australia.
When they talk of no profit we need only
point to these evidences on all sides. This
is a serious subject, and I believe that one
solution would he in the direction of the
Government persevering in the movement
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of having their owvu steamer ou the North
West coast to bring down supplies. That
mnight g~e a chanice to stock-raisers, who
in the past have been dependent on
steamers chartered by the members of the
meat ring. I hope the Government will
persevere in this direction. I think that
unless the people who have stock to sup-
ply come to a more reasonable view, the
Government, who have established abat-
toirs, should also see that ineat is sup-
plied to the public at a fair price , even
if it should be necessary for the.. to
open their own shops.

Mr. Gordon :How do you knowr it is
not a fair price iII eCI ompar50, with oither
States I1

Mr. BATH :The lion. member may
make something out of the business ; but
if he has to pay the ruling prices for
meat, he wvill realise that they are not
fair. If they cali export meat from
Western Australia, or aqy other part of
Australia. and retail it in England at from
4d. to 6d. per lb., they ought to be able
to. sell it at a very mnuch cheaper rate
in Western Australia. But these peopl .e
ask the Government to give themn, free of
interest, a loan to enable them to estab-
lish freezing works to send the surplus
away, and continue to sell it at from 4d.
to 6d. per lb. so as to maintain the pri c
to the consumer in Western Australia at
anything from 8d. to Is. 3d. per lb.

Mr. Cordon M Aeat is as cheap here
as in any other part of Australia.

Mr. B3ATH-: If we wive al1 the stock
in the North-West that is mentioned iii
the returns, we should get fresh mneat in
Western Australia and not frozen mreat;
and if ineat were sold at a fair price in
this State, the pastoralists in the North-
West would find plenty of outlets for
their flocks without the necessity of going
to the markets of South Africa and the
Old Country. Then we have the position
in regard to the farmners of this State.
It is true that the State assists them to
a certain extent ;we have built railways,
and we assist the farmers through the
agricultural bank ;money is obtained
from the savings bank, it passes through
the channel of the agricultural bank, and
so we give loans to the producers at a

reasonable rate of interest. But we stop
there, and practically allthie Government
assistance wye render is merely with a view
to handing the farmers over to the tender
mnercies of the middleman. We have had
evidences that private enterprise has
stepped in and practically robbed all the
producers of this State of all that has
been given to them by the agricultural
1)a nk.

At 6.15, the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Mr. BATH (continuing) :At the ad-
journment, I was referring to the effect

which the operations of combines have in
various directions, and I had dealt with
the attitude taken tip by the middlemen,
machinery agents and] others of that ilk,
in practically robbing the producers, the
farmers of the State, of the advantages
which are conferred on them by the as-
sistance rendered to farmers up to a
certain stage by the Government through
tile Agricultural Batik. The whole ques-
tion is one oni which the fututre of
'Western Australia hinges. It is early in
the stage of industrial development for
trusts of the nature of those so wvell-
known in Anierica to begin their opera-
tions in places like Western Australia.
A population if 269,000 is altogether too
few to be handed over In the tender
mercies (if the combines, and we have to
recognise that the more assistance we
ren der themn the moire power wve give
themn to filch the earnings of the wealth
produtcers5, thle more ptower do we give
them to exploit I bein in the future. So
far ats the mneat ring, the flour milling
comihine and timber combines zo. we
arie helping- themt to build .111 that powver
in Western Australia which will enable
them for generations to come tim exploit
the whole tif the State, to rob the wealth
produced by the workers of the coma-
mun ity and bring about that condition
of affairs which only' endcs, in its ultimate
result, soimetlin! the nator e of which
they are experiencing in Amierica. The
obvious remedyv is, for the Government
pledged to cairy~ out adiniistrationi for
the benefit of the whole of the people
to step iii at the earliest ininient and nip
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in the bud the exploitation of the people
of the State. It has been said by the
Treaurer, and I can only wonder at his
presumption at saying such a thing, that
the Government of the State have not
been going round the country making
promises and filling the Treasury with
unredeemed pledges. It appears to me
the Government have done little else than
travel round the country making such
promises. If the Treasurer said this is
true I should say exactly the opposite,
and that he wvould not willingly express
such sentiments as were uttered by him
at some functions in andc round Perth.
Let us take for instance the promise re-
peatedly made by the Government, made
by MINr. Itasoin in 190.5 in the country, of
local option and repeated by the Premier
and other members of the Cabinet at
every session of Parliament which we
bare had since that date. Mr. Rason in
his policy speech in 1905 said it was the
intention of the Government to introduce
a local option Bill. He did not propose
to introduce one that would he as satis-
factory or go so far as that of the Labour
Government-the measure actually in-
troduced in 1905-but lie did say they
were going to give the people a full meno-
sure in regard to mec-eases or reductions
of licenses. Now in 1005 the member
for Claremont introduced a. Bill for the
discontinuance of the g-ranting of any
farther. licenses pending the introductionl
of a measure of reformn so far as the
liqnor trade was concerned. Onl that
occasion vrions mcmib rs of the Mini-
stei-ial party* opposed tha~t measure on
thle ground that the Government wvere

going to introduce this Bill. They pro-
niised to introduce it, therefore there was
no need to place such a measure as tile
restriction of the powvers of the licensing
bench on the stathite book of the State.
In 1906 Ur. Illingworth introduced a
similar measure providing that no farther
licenses Should be granted for twelve
months. and onl that occasion, or prior
to that occasion, the Premier (11r.
Moore) replied to a question put by my-
self in the Assembly. I asked-

"Is it the intention of the Govern-
mnent to introduce during the present

session a Bill to provide for local op-
tion in regard to licenses to sell liquor?"

The Treasurer replied-
"No. The intention of the Govern-

ment is to bring down a comprehensive
mneasure dealiug with the wvhole ques-
tion, next sessioni."

I will give the opinion of anl hon. member
on tile Ministei-ial bIenchles as; to the
straightforwardness; of the Government
in continually promising local option and
failing to bring it down. Air. Barnett,
who opposed the Bill introduced by Mir.
Foulkes in 1905, supported the measure
introduced by the then member for West
Perth (Mr-. .[llingwvorth) for these
r-easons. He said:-

"I intend to support this measure.
If the Government had carried out the
p~romise made last session, there would
he no necessity for this Bill. . .. I
differ from jhe Attorney General. I
believe the residents in the locality of
n proposed hotel should have a right
to say whether the new license should
be granted, and not allow the licensing
benches to decide as they think fit.
It is in the best interests of the State
that this measure should pass, and the
sooner it is left to the people to say
whether additional licenses shall he
granted or not, the better. I support
the Bill."

The mover of that Bill, in speaking in
reply to the motion, also pointed out
that the Government had failed to early
out their promise in regard to local op-
tion. I have only to point out the fact
that the strongest opposition to the enact-
mnent of the measure introduced by Mr.
Foulkes and the Bill introduced by Mr.
1llingworth camne fromt the Government
benches. Now when it is a question of
afppealing to the electors of the State,
now when it is a question of local option
being one of the vital issues in the coining
election campaign, the Government who
opposed lite passage of these measures
say, "1 We are goingr to introduce a Bill
providing for no farther issue of licenses
for a period of twelve months or until
the local option Bill has been introduced."
And they are going to the country with
a fine plank in their platform in favour
of local option, and attempting- to gull
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the electors of the State. But if the ele-
tors have any knowledge of what has
gone before they will know that repeated
opportunities have been given to the pre-
sent Government, for three years with a
following of 32 at their hack, to in-
troduce that measure if they had been
sincerely in favour of it. Then again
we have the question of 'Upper House
reform. We are told in the Governor's
Speech-

Foremost amongst these matters are
Bills for amending the Constitution
Act, so as tot place the franchise for
the Legislative Council on a more
liberal basis.

It is just as well to say that in 190.5 a
precisely similar- statement was made by
Mr. Rason in his speech at Midland Junc-
tion. At that time he declared he was
going to introduce a Bill to reduce the
franchise from £25 to £k15, and hie was
not a man to go back on his word. For
three years the people of this State have
waited for that measure of Legislative
Council reform and for three years the
Government have shelved it, in spite of
the fact that the Attorney General before
he joined the Ministry said hie would
Support no Mtinistry that did not Make
that proposal the first plank in their
platform. He has been a member of the
Ministry for two years and no attempt
has been made to introduce the Bill.
The Government have had ample oppor-
tunity. and they have had a strong
majority behind them ; and if they
had been honest and earnest in their pro-
posals that measure would have been in-
troduced. Again it is a question of hav-
ing a. good election cry to) the people.
The Government wvere mnore concerned
in framing a policy to appeal to the
electors of the State upon, than they
were cncerned in carrying out the pro-
inises made to the electors in 1905. We
are told about all these legislative pro-
posals and the discussion which has pre-
vented the Government fromt introducing
these two proposals, that is local option
and Legislative Council reform, and yet
if we look at the lis of Bills which has
been submitted for the consideration of
this House we shall see how many less
important proposals, inatters of com-

parative unittportance compared to local
option and Upper House reform, have
been submitted to this House and passed
through. We have had proposals for
making the lot of the policeman much
harder than it is at the present time,
im the shape of an amendment of the
Police Act. We have had a Police Of-
feaces Bill, a Second Hand Dealers Bill.
amendments of the Marriage Act and
Jury Act, all sorts of measures put be-
fore the Assembly, taking uip the time
of the House, but there has been no time
to deal with local option or Upper House
reform, miatters to which the Ministertial.
party were hionourably pledged through
their promise to the electors in 190$.
1 say thre excuse is altogether too thin;
and if the electors of this State are to ha
gulled at this juncture by n attempt to
use the Governor's Speech as an elec-
tioneering platform for the coming
elections, then they have less sense than
I give them credit for. I remember that
the Premier grew very indig~nant at a
social at Mount Magnet because someone
accused the Government of failing to
carry out promises, but I have pointed
out their failure to carry out promises
in regard to these two important legisla-
tive proposals. We have only to turn to
the request of the police to representa-
tion on thre Police Benefit Fund. When
I brought that matter uip uinder a motion
for a select commnittee, I pointed out that
these men having to contribute, as they
do, considerable sums each month out of
their scanty earnings as their share of
the upkeep of the fund, it was only fair
that they should have representation on
that board. The Premier ag-reed with me
and said it was a just claim, and that it
would be conceded: but as a matter of
fact, only a few mionths ago new regula-
tions were printed, and provision was
made for the samne old board whichi has
administered thie Police Benefit Fund in
the past, and wvhich the police force de-
sires altered. It is true that a somnewhat
tardy' attempt has heen made in the shape
of a request, or rather a submission of a
ballot paper to the members of the police
force on which they are asked to say
whether- they are in favour of the Conr-
isi-sioner of Police retiring from the

[ASSEMBLY.] Second day.
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board or not. What chance has a member
of the police force, over whom the Com-
mnissioner has control, to express his true
opinion on a proposal of that kind I
Why was not the promise of tire Premier
carried out straightforwardly ? That
is, to ask the Commissioner to retire and
then give the police force a chance to
nominate a man-a chance to ballot for
the best muan amiongst them as their re-
presentative on the board.

The Treasurer :Was it a secret ballot 7
W~hat sort of ballot was it!

'Mr. BATH :Judging by what is said
in the Pres, it was, " Are you in favour
of the Commissioner retiring ? "--some-
thring like that ;at any rate that was the
purport of it. If the police are enititled
to a representative, let then, have their
representation as the railway. -men have
representation on the appeal board. That
would be a straightforward method, and
there would be no possible chance of any
member of the police force being vic-
timised as through the present method of
finding out whetber they want a repre-
sentative or not. Now there is one matte,
to which I wish to refer, and I am sorry
that the member for North Perth (Mr.
Brebber) attempted to use it in the man-
ner he did the other day. It is altogether
objectionable and undesirable that the
question of any intervention by a member
of this House, o6 whatever side he sits,
in the recent firewood dispute or in the
formier timbier trouble, should be used as
a means of securing political kudos. The
member for North Perth was altogether
incorrect in saying that the Premier hind
settled both disputes. But Ilam not going
to allot the credit to an v individual ;I
do not think it is necessary or desirable;
and if the member for North Perth can-
not float into Parliament on ay -better
plank than that the Premier settled both
these strikes, he will be like the drowning
" Heilan'man,' clinging to a whisky bottle
in the river Clyde. After all, let uts ap-
peal to higher grounds than that. I do not
wish to detract in any way whatever from
anyone's part in that dispute ; but I do
not want to see it, in the absence of more
effective matter on which to go to the
electors, used by the member for North
Perth or anyone as a plea to the electors,

or as a justification for support to the
Government. As I said before, I do not
think it is a matter that it would be wise
or decent to quarrel about ;but if the
member to,' North Perth is desirous of
doing it, tlheii membe,'s of the Opposition
side of the House will be able to tell the
whole truth. One other niatter before I
conclude, and that is in regard to the
general attidlude adopted by Ministers of
careering around the country on the eve
of an election, frantically promising all
sorts of concessions in order, apparently,
to win the approval of the electors. We
hav'e had in the newspap~ers a great deal
of adulation ladled out to various Msin-
isters. We have been told how the Hon-
orary Miniister who controls the Agri-
cultural Departmrent wriapped himself in
a rug arid went to sleep. Well, it seem
to nie f rom the way he has been canonised,
the Honorary Minister did ,iot need so
prosaic an article as a rug to keep himself
warm ;lie should have wrapped himself
in the adulation givcn to him ; his hialo
should have been sufficiently warm to
keep him snug without a rug. Then the
added particular is given to us, that in
the morning hie got up and ate some
damper. There are many tenis of thousands
of unfortunates in this Stat-if they may
be called unfor'tunates-who have to eat
damper every day in their lives, but this
is not paraded in the Press. One would
think there was sufficient provided by
the Press in the way of pap for the
Honorary Minister to make it unneces-
sary for him to eat damper on any of his
trips. We have Ministers proniising a
pulul) here, sheep there, and some other
concession somewhere else, until we have
reached that stage that a Minister is re-
garded as some king, travelling in all his
pomp, distributing largesse on every side.
That is not a method that should commend
itself in the interests of the State. It
should be srfficient for Ministers to map
out for themselves what they think a
course in the interests of the State. 'with-
out making it necessary for them to rely
on thes petty promises here, there, and
everywhere, while careering through the
country, in order to make themselves good
with the electors. At one time the Mini-
ster for Mines says that the sliding scale
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in our State batteries is obsolete, that we
do not want any more of it. He has a
couple of weeks' trip throughout the
North Coolgardie and Murchison elector-
ates, and comes back and says that we
must again revert to the system of the
sliding scale. Where is there finality?
Where is there any definite line of action
to which this Government is committed?
I fail to find it. It seems to me a frantic
scramble through the country at the
State's expense in order to secure a few
votes for Ministers. In the present eon-
dition of Western Australia there are
heavy responsibilities upon those who for
the time being occupy administrative
offices. 1 ani not one who wishes in any
way to treat lightly the task of the pre-
sent Governnent, but when Ministers se-
cure office onl the strength of promises
made in r~egard to the fina nees, admini-
stration, and legislation, they should at
least make a reasonable effort to fulfil
those promises and to carry out the plan
of campaign, or fulfil the mandate on
which they were elected. It is onl that
score that I condemn the present Govern-
ment. Of course it mayv be said that with
the assistance of a powerful Press-and
practically with few exceptions the whole
of the Press throughout the State are
lbarraeking for the Government-it is un-
necessary for themi to be at all consistent,
or to have any regard whatever to pro-
inises they have made to the electors. I
do not think that the Attorney General
lniagines that. He wvill have a difficult
task enough at the coming elections. He
recognises that a -Minister or a politician
muist make a reasonable attempt to carry
out his pledges to the electors. Apart
altog-ether from what the harrackers may
sa ,Y. and from what those wvim may se-
cur-e some advantage I)y the retention of
the present Ministry in office may say,
there surely is a code of honour on the
part of Ministers themselves that should
be their guide-apait altogether from
what outsiders may say-and it is on that
code of honour we shbuld rely if politics
are not to be demioralised altogether in
Western Australia. It will ble on that
code of hionour that Ministers and their
party and memb~rs on these benches will
have to appeal to the electors in the forth-
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comning campaigni; and there is this satis-
faction at least, that in appealing to the
electors we can speak to thle electors
themselves. I am prepared to accept the
v'eidict which they may give at the forth-
comning elections. It may result in the
return of the present Administration once
again to power, but it should at least
teach them that, if returned to power,
during the next Parliament they will at
least make a decent effort to retrieve the
past, to lift politics to a higher standard
than they have occupied during the tern
the U overnuient have occupied the Minlis-
terial bench.

Thei ('olonial Treasurer.
The TREASURER (Hon. Frank

Wilson) :1 am sorry that my colleague,
the Premier. it; so. unwell this evening
that hie has had to leave the House and
retire to his room, because in the natural
order of events the Premier wvould have
followed the Leader of the Opposition,
and being more conversant than I canl
p~ossibly be with the details of the p)olicy
speech lie delivered at Bunbury, whichl
haes ibeen commented oil by the Lecader of
the Opposition, could have replied more
fully to the lion. mnember than I can
to-night. However. 1 purpose touching
as briefly as possible onl the mlain points
int hlave occurired to me during the de-
liverance 4,f what has been a lengthy'
o~rat ion, if not a convincing speech, which
I canl hardly, on aay points. congra in-
lale thle Leaoder- of ffie Opposition on
ha ving delivered: imore especially when
lie travelled all round the compass to find
ihleans for condemning the Government
for thiir actions in the past, but would
,jot give one iota of credit, nor let fal
one geaermis sentiment or expression with
regard to those wvlo lad the responsibility
of office onl their shoulders during the
past three 'years. I feel sure the House
would be wearied if I were to traverse or
retraveise the ground which the Leader
of the Opposition has thought fit to tral-
verse in connection with his comparisons
of the efforts of this Government with
those of a previous Administration with
which the lion, member was connected.
The loon. neniber- found fault wvith us
that nothing- fresh is in the Governor's
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Speech, that it is more iii the shape of
anl appeal to the electors-[ think that
was his intention. thouigh I cannot re-
mnemiber the exact wvording of his remarks
-and that we have been carrying onl, I
think he said, without a mian date from
the people when indeed we are asking
them for it fresh mnandate. The Leader
of the Opposition, in endleavouring to eon-
vict its of something wrong, has over-
stepperl the niark entirely. It is true
this Government followved onl an Admninis-
tration which was led by Mr. Rason, nlow
the Agent General, and in that respect I
am quite prepared to take the responsi-
bility for a continuation, broadly, of the
policy which that gentleman enunciated
ait the general elections aomne three years
ago. Surely, thte Leader of the Opposi-
tion (loes not expect that every' change. of
Government must have ain absolutely
direct mandate front the people; sutriely
lie mnust, with his knowledge of political
life throughout at any r-ate the British
Empire, know that Governments do pass
away and ate reconstrteted, even, as lie
hinmsel f was admitted into a Cabinet satme
three months before the Premier of that
date resigned. Cabinets are reconstruc-
ted to carry oni mainly, broadly, the policy
enunciated by' those who wetit before
them. So it was with us; and although we
cannot be expected to agee in every de-
tail wvith the policy of our predecessors,
yet broadly there has been continuity of
policy, and I am Prepared to main-
tain that we have to the best of our
ahility carried out the ditty we took on
(,tr shoulders. That ability may be cir-
cumscribed in the opinion of the Leader
of the Opposition and his colleagues; no
doubt it is. We must allow that Usually
we do not ascribe to out opponents a
greater ability than we possess our-
selves, bitt I think that even our oppo-
nents can give us credit for having
attempted to carry out the policy
enunciated, mnom- especially that outlined
by the present Premie two years ago at
Bunbury. [Mir. Johnson: Attempted to
carry out, but have not done so.] We
have done so to a greater degree than
any Government yet has carried out its
policy in Western Australia. A great
deal has. been said within the last fewr

dlays on tlie finatncial qu~estioli. The
Leader of the Opposition in his remarks
las seen tit to use expressions towards me
which canl only be characterised as offen-
sive, and, I wvas going to say, cotitrary to
P'arliamentary usage, for lie called tue a
ttonntebank, and inferred--

Mr. Barbl, I (lid not call you a itnounte-
batik.

The TREASURER: Yes, you des-
cribed me as a political Mtountebank.

Mr. Bath: The word was tiot used iti
that sense.

The TREASURER: It is easy to use
expressions wvhich are offensive, and then
to say afterwvards they were not intended
in that sense. Why use such words at
all? Is there any necessity* for us, in
lighting c'ur battles in thi s Chamber,
fighting I hope with htonesty of purpose,
to impute inotil-es or to apply such ternis!
Will it help its to settle the difficulties of
this country, or those of the Connt-
wealth? Will it make the financial pro-
blent, dlifficult entough as it is, as the Iholl.
mtemtber knows well, less difficult to
handle? Will such results as these
be achieved by casting slurs and asper-
sions onl te, and by insinuating that if I
took a certain course in connection with
my private business, such as he alleges I
have done in contnection with the public
finances, . would be dealt with iii a
different way. What does hie mean by
that? I think it is to be regretted that
a gentleman holding his position should
charge me in such a way, or itisinuate
that I have done anything that cantnot
beat- the open light of day. Every action
I have taken in connection with the ad-
ministration of the Departmtents uinder
Hay charge is open to the searchlight of
prtblic or parliameiitary inquiry. [ may
be wrong in judgment at tumes, I way
Conmnit errors of mentory or stateinan-
ship, bunt surely that is not suffiient
gr-ound to apply to rie teruts whlich mean
that I aun guilty of "cooking" the finan-
cial figures in order to show a result
wvhich does not really exist. ITn that r--
spect I take strong exception to the in-
sinuations which were made in the course
of the opening remarks of the Leader
of the Opposition. In referring to the
expenditure of loan moneys. and after
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declaring that I had not been able to
balance the finances--an aspect of the
financial posit ion which I shall deal with
later-tile Leader of' the Opposition said
thle Government had spent £:59,000 out of
loan moneys iii thet year 1905-6 on nion-
Jprod uct ive w~orks, am! £103,000 o'il sii-
jar works ii, 1906-7. Hie said lie could
not get the figures for 1907-S. 1 may
here explain that I heard lie had inquired
for tho~se figures at the Treasury, andl if
they hadl been available lie would have
been given them. 1 have not received
them mtyselfI. however, and cannot quote
thein as they have not vet been put into
print, or checked by thle Audit Depart-
menttaor the officers of the Treasury. I
want to point out to the Leader of thme
Oppositioni, although it is ancient history
-but as lie has taken the course he has
I an bound to follow himt-that although
it is true we have spent loan moneys onl
what maly be termed nonproductive
works, it must not be forgotten that the
Labour Govenment had also to take that
course. I have never fhund fault with the
Leader of the Opposition on that score.
[Mr. Bath : They did not spend the
mioney onl roads, bridges, or public build-
ings.] That does not matter. They spent
£136,000 on the rabbit-proof fence oat of
loami moneys, and the present Government
have since had to continue the same prin-
ciple owing to the necessity of the wvork,
and as the revenue was rot there to spend
upon it. In addition, the Labotur Govern-
mnent left a liability of £16,000 on the
samne work, which also band to be pro-
vided for out of loan uiioneys, and this
sumi helped to swell the total of £69,000
which the hon. member now quotes
against us. That is not a fair charge
against the Administration. Both Gov-
erninents were constrained by financial
considerations at the time to utilise loan
moneys onl a work which they would
rather have carried out from revenue had
the revenue hewn available. Let nie go
farther. Mr. Bath has condemned me
very strongly for having failed as be
say s to balance the finances, construing a
remark I made at Busselton to that effect.
The speech may miot have been reported
fully, but I referred then to the finances
of the past year. and what I said was

tl at we had balanced tile accounts for
that period. Mr. Bath construes that in-
to the statement that I implied I had
wviped out the deficit as well. None canl
surely imaigine I would be foolish enough
to make a statemtent like that. The de-
ficit is with us, and no statement of mine
could putl a different construction on that.

Imaintained I had balanced the accounts
for the year, and( 1 maintain it still.
f have done it under extreme difficulties,
mid credit is due to my colleagues, not to
rte, as I (10 not administer the details of
Ithe expenditnre and revenue Of the de-
partmetits. No man) can control the re-
venue, but the Ministers control the ex-
penditure. and the net results of the
efforts of mty colleagues is that we have
been able for the last year to balance
our- accounts to within a couple of thous-
and pounds. Let me point out the posi-
tiotn of this Government in comparison
wvith Governments that have gone before.
1mm 1904-5, the year which the hon.
gentleman is so fond of quoting as being
such anl excellent one for Western Aus-
tralia, the Government to which he then
belonged was in power, and the year
started with a surplus of £83,000.

Mr. Angivin : Spent before they took
office.

The TREASURER : The year finished
with at deficit of £C46,000 ;so that the then
Goveriniemit went to the bad to the tune
of £:129,000 during the twelve months.

Mr. Taylor : Not so ; for £83,000 was
spent before we took office.

The TREASURER :The Labour
Governmnent took office about three
months, or not quite three months, after
the beginning of the financial year, and
will the meniber tell me that the finances
went back £83,000 in that drnuel

Mr. Bath : Yes.
The TREASURER :July always

shows a deficit,
Illr. Taylor : Sops were thrown

around.
The TREASURER : If the member

knew anything about the Treasury or
finance-the menmber for Guildford (Mr.
Johnson) knows this well-he would
realise that July is always the month of
retrogr-ession. Figures% prove it year
after year.

L-ASSEMBLY.] Secoad day.
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Mr. Taylor : It is a. bad system of
finance.

The TREASURER :You cannot con-
trol it or make it work out otherwise.
The fact remains that during the year
1904-5 the finances of the country wvent
astern to the tune of £129,000.

Mr. Johnson: Yes; and did they not
'o back in the previous year £148,000?

The TREASURER :In the financial
year 1903-4 there was a surplus of
£231,000 to start with, a surplus of
£883,000 at the end of the year; so that
the finances went back in the twelve
months about £150,000.

Mr. Johnson :And we improved up-
on that.

The TREASURER : I will show where
I improved Upon what you did.

Mr. Johnson :We did works out of
revenue that you did out of loan.

The TREASURER :Will the member
say that his Government did not spend
£136,000 on tile rabbit-proof fence? In
the financial year 1905-6 the deficit wvas
increascd, roughly, to £120,000, or (to be
accurate) £119,900. Despite all efforts
made during that year the deficit wvent
uip in that period £C74,000. The amount
therefore, was still about one-half the
shortage for the financial year 1904-5. In
the year 1906-7, when the present Pre-
mier took office and the first year- I
was in the Treasury, the deficit increased
to £208,000 ; that is, we went back to the
extent of £88,000 in the year. Members
will remember full well that the Estimates
were based then upon getting a land tax
measure through the House ; and in the
Estimates of that year, if I remember
rightly, the sum of £80,000 appeared as
to be derived from a land tax. The tax
did not come off. Members opposite are
always claiming credit for having done
so well during their term of office. I
admit tha~t my friend opposite (the
Leader of the Opposition) bad not the
Opportunity to do much, for he was only
in office for three or four months. [Mlr.
Batha: Less than that time.] A man
cannot do anything in that time ; but he
has to bear the sins of those who went
with him, and if he will pose as having
done something great in that term, he

mtust make himself responsible for the
actions of the Ministry to which he be-
longed. During the time to which I re-
ferred, when the bon. member was in
office the revenue went back to a greater
extent than ever since, notwithstanding
the fact that during the year the then
Government had about £230,000 more
revenue than I have to-dlay to deal
with. In addition to that the then
Government had £144,000 less interest
and sinking fund to find. So that
they were £374,000 better off than
wve ate, and yet they had to resort
to spending some loan moneys on public
works. It seemis to nie absurd, with such
figures as those to reply to, for hon.
members to get uip and condemn this
Government for the action they have
taken in respect to loan funds. The
Leader of the Opposition quotes the
Morning Herald as his mentor with re-
gard to public finances, and says that I
have been reckless and have played with
the finances rather than have adminis-
fered them in a proper and careful spirit.
I perhaps may be perniitted to state that
in regard to this newspaper which has
thought fit to direct its attention to me so
particularly of late, that it is not alto-
gether accurate in its statements as I
have proved already, and that wvhen an
hon. member quotes the Morning Herald
hie should bear in mnind lest he follow in
the example it has set that it even can
be mistaken in its criticism. I want to
show the broad line of argument this
paper takes, the trifles on which it pro-
ceeds to condemn a Minister. I want. to
quote just briefly what it said the other
day in connection with the speech the
hon. member has taken exception to. It
says:

In the course of a speech at Busse]-
ton on Monday night, the Colonial
Trearer referred to an article in the
Herald of July 11, in which certain
comments as to the methods of public
bookkeeping were made. There is no
such article in the Herald of that date.
The objection would be fatal in the
ordinary course of argument, but as
Mr. Wilson is an extraordinary poli-
tician and more than that an extraord-
inary financier, the misstatement of fact
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miav be pass-ed over-what is one mis-
statement amongst so many ? As it
is evident fromni s coninents that Mr.
Wilson did not rcad thle article which
lie criticised (and which appeared in
the Herald of July 13)-it is repro-
duced on aiiotlher page that it mnay be
read by all persons. Mr. Wilson is one
of the men in politics who nst be al-
lowed to speak a second time.

'rhen thle wonderful writer of this article
goes Onl to sa:-

it %vill be remenibered that on the
occasion of the preselitation of his last
anunal statement of the accounits of the
country there was a mistake which lie
had to explain. The mistake was a
trifle of £l16,000. anl under-estimate of
the deficit in the operations for thle
month of June 1907.

1 want to show that the mistake the editor
there refers to was not an uinder-estimate
of the deficit in June, hut was an error on
the part of the qlerks in the Treasury inl
giving information to the Press for tine
month of May at anl early hour of the
morning. So that if 1. am to be condeni-
tied as utterly unworthy-and according
to the Leader of the Opposition 1 must be
so if this editor says so-utterly unworthy
because I mentioned Saturday's issue of
thle newspaper instead of Monday's, then
howy much more is thne editor unreasonable
when lie talks about anl under-estimate of
deficit for the month of June, when it was
absolutely a inistake of the clerk, and
refers to the month of May? It shows at
once that you cannlot rely on articles
which are written in heat and with
some personal dislike or feeling towards
the person that is being criticised.
That is the sort of feeling if possible
1 want to steer clear of to-night. it
is a feeling that I deprecate, and hon.
members opposite I hope will see that
a calmi judgment is passed on the finan-
cnal statement as I shall present it. Now
it has been said we made no economies,
and] that has been accentuated to a pretty
fair- extent by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the course of his remtarks. I
want to point ont this, that without
economies we could not possibly have
balanced our finances for thme year.
I estimated, as hon. members arc aware,

last Year that wec would increase our
deficit by sonic £77,000. I cannot
be quite accurate about the figures
because I aim speaking fromn memory.
I pointed omit then that if we got
our land and income tax umeasures through
ill their entirety, we hoped to receive
£.900t. That, less the cost of collection,
would have squared the ledger as far as
the year's operations were concerned. I
easily realixed in the early portion of the
year, indeed before that when the measure
was passed through this House, when
[ found that the whole of the rainiica-
tions. of a new Department had to be
created to get in the revenue, when the
amount was cut down b 'y one-half, and
when later the otfie was opened only in
February, that we could not hope to get
mooch duringt thle present financial year.
Therefore we werte inl this position, we
would arrive at the close of the year with
a much eniaiiced deficit, or wve would havii
to take every m easure to econonmise and
not expend as much as we were authorised
to do. For this I am now taken to task.
Ir do not mnean to say that it took Luntil
Janually or February of this year to find
all this out, but I maintain that iii the
matter of thle finances. of the country, if
MI~inisters call see that economies can be
effected, it is their duty 4o effect them.
no matter whether they have anything in
hand. I am pleased that the efforts of my
colleagues represented in the few figures
I have here have been such as to enable
ns to end the year as we did.

M1r. JohnZson: You reallyv think reduc-
tion of expenditure is econlomyq

The TREASURER: What does the
limn. miember think it is then.

31r. Heitrnann: Sweating!
The TREASURER: Sweating? Let

the boil. umenmber prove it. No one has
been sweated in the reductions that have
been nmade through economy, and there is
no one sweated excepting the poor Min-
isters who have to work night and 4avy.
This sweating cry, I am sick and tired of
listening to it. Hon. members know full
well that our railway system was ex-
tr-avagantly- managed. They knowv full
well that thle railway system could bear
considerable reductions and still be effi-
ciently run. They know also that the
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ectbnonlie.s that have been effected are pro-
per ecoriouies carried out Without no-
pairing the efficiency and without sweat-
ing- the employees who remained in the
service. I had exactly the same trouble
with tile Printing Office some twvn years
22tr. and then lion. members said "Yes, gno
ahead." and now they talk to me about
sweating. 1 imaintain lion. members can-
no t prmove that there has been sweating.
Where is eeoiioma 'h o take place if it is
not in decreasing- expenditure? If lion.
macrmnber;6 wvill gaince through the fiures
published they 'villI find for instance in
the Go vernlor's Department. the Pre-
mnier's Office, and also0 in the Perlis-
nientary vote, there has been a decrease
oIf £E944. This is an amount tilat has
not been expended. Will hon. members say
flint 'we are swveating in those depart-
ments! In our Lads and Surveys there
has been a decrease of £C2,790, yet I pie-
suimie lion, members will talk about sweat-
ing- iii the ILands Department. Notwith-
standing that the work has increased con-
siderably, nlotwithlstanding tile fact that
applications for selection and that thle
work generally has increased to a very
grevat extent, this decrease in expenditure
has beemn effected throughl better admini-
stiationi. I do not think we hlave tenehied
the end of all economies even yet, aild
even in thle Railway Departmient I hope
to see farther economies. [Member: Get
.away front the 7s. a day men.] Then we
have the fact that the Treasury has in-
creased its expenditure by £4,000. Hon.
members will see at once that the in-
crease was due to the establishment of the
Taxation Department, which was not pro-
vided for out the Estimates. In the Edu-
cation Department we did not expend
£E4,812.of our vote; that is, we were able
to carry on the educational system and
save £4,812. I admit at once that I
would have liked to have seen a good por.
tion of that money expended. There are
districts where we have been absolutely
Unable to get teachers to take on the
management of our schools, more especi-
ally the small schools in the waty-back
and sparsely populated districts. [Mems-
ber: Quite a number have left the De-
partment.] There are 900 teachers in the
Department and you will always have

tireni co1361ng R1i41 going. I bare it from
the Inspector General that at least 10 or
12 vacancies would have been filled if
teachers haed beent available. [M1r. Hud-
son: What salaries are offered!] Good
salaries, which wvill bear comparison with
any State in the Commonwealth. The
next item is an increase iii the Mines De-
partinenit of £800. Then we have a
decrease in tile Railwvays and Tramways
Department of £C54,206. Will hion. niew-
hers tell me that is not an economy. The
inember for Guildford wvill admit it is a
decided economy. And economies I ain
sure wll still go oji until the Railways
are on ami equality with the cheapest run
railway' system in the Commonwealth.
Thlen we have in time Attorney General's
Department a slight decrease of £1,433.
Ii rile Works Department we have a de-
crease of £86,000.

Mr. Jlohnson: WVorks were transferred
to Loan Flunds.

The TREASURER: Nothing of the
sort. The lion. imember for Guildford
should know it is impossible for a Mini-
ster to transfer works fronm Revenue to
Loan Account.

.Mr. Johnson: No; I nmean by doing
wvorks out of loan

The TREASURER: The fact is,
£C36,000 worth of work can be done with-
out this year, and tile money was tiot spent
To show this is so, lion, members can look
at the Loan Vote, and they will find that
not only' the expenditure in connection
with revenue has been reduced, but there
has been a reduction in loan funds for
public buildings, a reduction of .L42,000
during the past year. I realised that
economies must be effected in both loan
and revenue expenditure. This applies to
buildings that could he done without,
that could stand over, and that I contend
is the proper position to take up. It is
unfortunate, perhaps, that certain works
have to be carried oat from loan moneys,
wvorks such as this rabbit-proof fence, and
buildings also, which we would rather
see carried out from revenue; still the
fact remains that only one per cent, of
the loan flotations of this State have been
expended on public buildings, by far and
away less than any State of the Common-
wealth or New Zealand.
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M1r, Taylor: The were built out of
revenue, in 'good times.

The TREASURER: If we had the
revenue to-day, we should be only too
glad to build them, and railways too if it
c:omes to that, out of revenue; but that
is an impossibility. The total savings in
the year's expenditure vote, after taking
the slight increase which totals £9,000-
and surely that is a credit to the Govern-
ment, especially when I have explained
the reason for the hulk of it-from the
decreases of £101,000, amounts to £91,932.
1 think I may fairly claim after carrying
out the administration of the affairs of
this State during the past twelve months,
notwithstanding the newspaper criticism
and the criticism of others who are al-
ways interested in putting the Govern-
mnent in the wrong, we have done fairly
well. Indeed, I may say we have done as
wvell as any previous Administration, and
our Estimates, fortunately, have come out
nearer the mark than those of any pre-
vious Administration. When wve take
the revenue side of the question it is
readily seen this is so; because in the
revenule estimate of last year I antici-
pated to get from the State £2,637,000
and I got £2,623,000. I had a shortage
of £14,000. From the Commonwealth I
estimiated-and I took the Federal Trea-
surer's figures for it, as I explained at the
time-to get £755,000 and I got £753,000,
showing a shortage of £2,000; and this
notwithstanding the fact that the Com-
monwealth had commandeered the whole
of the customs and excise revenue due to
the Stare for the month of June.

Mr. Bath: That did not affect the es-
timnate q

The TREASURER: Of course not;
but my estimates are right -without that.
Yet I anm charged with the fact of not
getting £60,000 for Junie which the Com-
monwealth took. I would have got
£60,000 more revenue, I admit; bec 'ause
of this it is said that I am unworthy of
trust in connection with the finances of
the State-a most childish position to
take up; £60,000 which no one knew was
coming.

Mr. Scaddan: We know it has gone.
The TREASURER :Because I did

not know it was coming I am to be ac-

eused ; because it it had come I should
have had £:60,000 more revenue. I amn
sure the Leader of the Opposition will
bear with me n-len I say .1 ant surprised
to hear his remarks with regard to mny

attitude and the attitude of the Govern-
wecnt as to old age pensions. It Was sug-
ges ted, as he knows full well, at the con-
frenetce held in Melbourne in 1906,
that old age pensions ini Australia
should be provided out of a special ap-
propriatiomi by, each State and handed to
the Commonwealth to administeR: and if
thle other States had accepted time position,
we were prepared to put forward the
lproposal for the consideration of this
Parliament. TPhat was the position.
My friend says thle people have been
waiting for th e fuilfilinent of the promise
of old age pensions in Western Aus-
tralia for years, that we have intimated
on niore than one occasion that it
was a question for the Comm io nwealIth
to take in hand. We have done
so. I have yet to learn that any very
extraordinary demand for old age pen-
sions has been made in Western Australia.
Certainly there has been no extraordinary
inurement onl the part of the Leader of
the Opposition or on the part of any
memnber of the Opposition in regard to
old age pensions in this House to amy re-
collection. If there had been such a seri-
ous demand, we would have heard some-
thing about it; bitt up to the present the
old aged people have been fairly wvell
looked after in Western Australia.

Mr. Rath: And deprived of a vote.
The TREASURER: Yes;- and I quite

agree that those dependent absolutely on
the State should not interfere with the
administration of the State. There has
been no demiand, to my knowledge, for
old age pensions in this State; but we
have endeavoored to sec-ure old age pen-
sions. First of all, we have sugges;ted,
as I have poiinteT out to the Leader of thle
Opposition, in 1006 that a special ap-
propriation should be made for the pur-
pose; and at the last conference we had
included in our financial proposals a basis
of settlement. As the member full well
knows, a resolution was proposed that the
States should enable the Federal Govern-
ment to make provision for old age pen-
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sions, hut we were to take less than the
statutory amiount. That was included in
other g-eneral resolutions because we felt
that the scheme put forth by the Federal
Treasurer was of such a nature that not
only could we not accept it, but if my
friend had been with me on that occasion
lie would hav-e been one of the strongest
to object tit the acceptance of that pro-
po~ sition.

Mr. Bath : The Federal Government
were willing to accept a similar arrange-
nient when the States Conference accepted
thie Federal Treasurers proposals,; they
were wiNing in 1906-7 for thle States to
provide the money for old age pensions.

The TREASURER: The States were
not willing: but we were not remiss in
that respect, as the lion. mienber proved
hy his quotation. We could not bind thle
Parliament, but we intimated that we were
prepa red to make that suggestion to Par-
lianient, provided the otter States would
fall into line. But they did not on that
occasion, and they are not inclined to at
the present time. Because, not only have
we Tasmania denouincing the proposal of
the recent conference, but we have thle
Treasurer of South Australia taking ex-
cejfioil to it, stating that their finances
at this juncture will not stand old age
pensions, and that they arc not prepared
to accept any proposals of the States on
thle mnatter until their people decide the
question. That is a justifiable attitude to
take tip. We have not been remiss in the
matter; we have done all we Could up to
the present, and just lately we have inade
a. proposal to the Federal Government,
taking the general resolutions into con-
sideration, and have agreed to theni.
They could have had old age pensions
twelve months earlier than they propose
to get them now. We opposed the im-
Position of specific duties on the occasion
referred to. We opposed these duties
very strongly, and I think we were justi-
fied in doing so, because it was evident to
us- that Western Australia was going to
suiffer to an enonnous extent. We were
to Provide £147,000 by these specific
duties, whilst it would only require pro-
bably £C44,000-it is mnore now, it has been
increased to £50,000 odd-for the Pay-
Mnent of old age pensions within our bor-

ders. To-day the position is this. 'We
bave agreed that we, as h State, are pre-
pared to accept, subject to Parliament of
course, a reduction of the moneys re-
turned to this State, to cover old age peni-
sions, if the Common weal th charge us
only what is expended in that direc-
tion within the State. And that position
was strongly supported by my friend at
the conference. But now. what is the
position!~ We have had the Labour repre-
sentatives in the Senate and thle House of
Representatives coming round here and
posing as having done something which,
I agree, to the best 'of their judgment is
right, but defending their action over this
Surplus Revenue Bill in taking moneys
for old age pensions from Western Aus-
tralia which will be utilised to pay old
age pensions in other States. That is
what we say is the position. They say
that is the position, but it is justifiable.
I am sorry to say my friend seems to me
to-n ight-i do not know whether he in-
tended it-to support that proposal.

Mr. Bath: The States having abso-
lutely failed, it is time the Commonwealth
did it.

The TREASURER: Does that justify
the Commonwealth in doing it on a rev-
enue basis, the States not having carried
out their proposal9 The fact is shown
tliat this State has done its utmost in that
direction. The State not having pro-
vided old age pensions, does that justify
the Commonwealth in adopting their
scheme?

Mr. Beth: They are doing it on the
only basis which is open to them. There
is nothing in the Constitution preventing
them from debiting the amnount expended
in each State to each Stdte.

The TREASURER: I am sorry the
hion. member has taken a Complete soiner-
sauit to the position which he took up two
years ago at the conference, when he
combatted the specific duties and said
they would be detrimental to Western
Australia, inasmuch as we would contri-
bute niore than our proportion.

M1r. Bath: They are not providing old
age pensions from specific duties now.

The TREASURER: They are taking
from Western Australia more than they
return. At that time the hion. member
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condemined the Coummonwvealth ini such a
proposal, and vbted with mnc against it.
The next point 1 noted here, when the
member wvas speaking, was the fact that
he implied that the railway receipts had
fallen owing to certain concessions being
given to the flour millers and the timber
combine.

Air. Bath: And the vieat ring.
The TREASURER: And the " meat

ring." I want to he clearly understood
that these concessions, niore especially
that granted to the conibine, if I am cor-
rect was a mutnal arrangement made I
think with the concurrence of the hon.
membher.

Mr. Bat/h: No.
Air. Holman; That is absolutely in-

correct.
The TREASURER: The hon. member

had a conference with his colleagues, and
it was a mutual arrangement made to
settle the dispute in the timber industry.

Mr. Bath: That is not correct-;, we ab-
solutely refused to he a party to any Rich
proposal.

The TREASURER: I was not at the
conferene: therefore, for the tinie being,
I must accept the statement.

Mr. lm~ran: There was £17,000 given
before ever that trouble took plate.

The TREASURER: The only conl-
cession I know of was the concession given
in order to settle the disastrous dispute
of twelve months ago, in order that the
mills, which had been idle for some three
or four months, should be got to work
again. That was not a concession in the
ordinary term, but I understand it was a
reduction in the train load rates; the
train loads carried to the shipping ports
at a certain reduction in rate.

21r. Holman: But E17,000 were given
before that.

The TREASURER: floes the hon.
member take exception to that arrange-
ment? Does he mean to infer that that
was the only concession i When he re-
fers to the flour millers I suppose the bon.
member means the wheat rates. Does he
mean to say that the rebate is going
into the pockets of the flour millers,
and that the consumers are not
getting every penny of it I The
consumers get every penny of it. That

is the experience of the farmers, andI
that of my friend the member for
Katanning, wvbo will hear me out that
during the past six years the millers have
lost money, and they are going to have a
had time of it in the future. It shows
that they got no benefit from that rebate
and that whatever benefit was obtained
was gained, I Suppose, by those who got
cheaper bread, or by those who bought
the flour and baked the bread. They got
the benefit of the rebate and not the
millers. It comes to this that in all trades
there is all equalisiug tendency-I 'do
not care whether it is a question of re-
bate on a customs tariff or onl railage
charges-although it may not be apparent
immediately, although it mnay be there is
no reduction iii the article of consumption
for this time being, sooner or later, if there
are no rings, if there is clear competition,
the laws of competition will bring the re-
bate into the hands of those who are en-
titled to receive it, that is the consumers.
That is hound to be the effect sooner or
later, and no ar~gument caii prove to the
contrary. [Mr. Bot/': It hs% not been
the case in Western Australia.] Another
niatter the lion. meniber referred to was
that of agricultui-al railways, and I think
lie practically condemned the policy of
this Government in constructing the
railways, or at any rate the methods of
construction. The lion, member implied
that the fall in the railway revenue showed
conclusively that the agricultural railways
had not served their purpose, and that
they were lnt as beneficial as we have
made out; and he went on farther to
make a charge, which certainly was extra-
ordinary to me, that the only use they had
been was for speculators. He also im-
plied that information had been given so
that hand could be taken up on the routes
of these railways. Now I can assure the
hon. member, and I think he ought to
know, that there is ho truth whatever in
such anl insinuation. Informiation may
have leaked out, I do not know, from per-
haps subordinates in the office, but there
is no truth whatever that any responsible
officer in the Government departments
has given information *to anyone. On the
contrary, my colleague the Minister for
Lands has taken every precaution to lock
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up lands wherever he possibly could on
every new route projected in order that
no one should get priority of selection of
the land along the route projected.

Mr. Taylor: Are you prepared to sub-
wit a return?

The TREASURER: Certainly, orty
return the member likes. I have heard
one or two names of members in this
Rouse who happen to hold land near a
proposed railway; but I do not credit
any insinuation that lion, members who
happen to have land where railways are
to be constructed have taken it up for
specuilative purposes, or have done it
through any knowledge obtained from
departmental officers or Ministers. That
is not confined to one side of the House.

Air. Taylor: You need not look at me.
The TREASURER: Has not the hon.

member got any land! I know of several
on the Opposition side of the House who
have.

Mr. Bath: Do you know of members
wvho took uip land on the route of a pro-
jected railway?

The TREASURER: I am quite aware
of one member who has land on a pro-
jected route of railway, but it is land
which he has taken up honestly; and I
amn quite suire there is no member in this
House who would take up land on a pro-
jected railway route, in order to speculate
with it.

Mr. Bath: Youi said there were two
or three.

The TREASURER: T have heard of
seeabut I could name one hion. memt-

her. I want to point out briefly it cannot
be construed into an admission of guilt
if a member does owni land as I have
just shown. With regard to the allega-
tion of unfairness towards Mr. Lander
and Mr. Vincent, which the Leader of the
Opposition dwelt on to some extent,
-without being fully coniversnt with all
the details in this connection, let me say
that Mr. Lander, who has been relieved of
his honorary position as health inspector,
has made many reckless charges against
miembers of the police force. In many
instances he has been asked to prove his
chiarges and has refrained from doing so.

(3)

In one case I believe a charge was made
by him against a man who was not in
thre town at all but was in the country.
That is the position. The gentleman is
one known to lion. members, and I ant
qiuite sure that if the Leader of the Oppo-
sition calls to see the papers at the
Colonial Secretary's office lie will find that
there is ample justification so far as the
action taken regarding Mr. Lander is con-
cerned.

Mr. Bath: The allegations were not
reckless concerning alleged tube rculous
cows, because they were jproved ro the
hilt.

The TREASURER: When was that I
Mr. Bath: Within the last two or three

months.
The TREASURER: Tuberculous cows

have been iu the State for the last few
years; and the Department recognise time
seriousness of the position -with regard to
dairy cows being affected, and have taken
the ordinary precautions and every pre-
caution to isolate them and try if possible
to stamp out the disease.

Mr. Scaddaw: What opportunity did
the Department give Mr. Lander to prove
his ehargest

The TREASURER: I am given to
understand by my colleague that they gave
him every opportunity. Hie was asked to
prove his charge.

Mr. Scaddan: He asked for a Royal
Commission, but you were not gamne to
take it on.

The TREASURER: If an inspector
makes a charge against any officer lie
should go up before the proper tribunal
to prove it. We cannot have Royal Com-
missions for every charge -made, or else
there would be no finishing with that sort
of thing. With regard to Inspector Vin-
cent, this matter was threshed out in the
House last year. It will be remembered
that he was first given notice of retire-
ment, and then he wvas suspended for in-
subordination and fined by the Public
Service Commissioner. I admit, as I said
last year. that Mr. -Vincent was an ex-
cellent officer, as good an officer as wve
have had in any of the flepartmnents of
this; State, but he was a man who could
not be controlled; and after having been
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finied by the Public Service Commissioner
for insubordination, he appealed; and the
appeal board, after bearing the ease, up-
held1 the decision of the Public Service
Commissioner. It is idle to trot out Mr.
Vincent's case again. We went into it
fully last year, and every care has been
taken to see titaf be had fair play and
every facility given to him to upset the
decision of the Public Service Commis-
sioner. We eannot go beyond that. With
regard to the miatter' of police court fines,'
wlhich the lioii. metmber referred to as
another grouiid of complaint, let mie say
that the Govrn~ment are pledged to pay
these lines.

Mr. Both - I dlid iiot complain about
that. but 1 said the Goveirnment ought
to see about a return of the municipal
stibsidks wrongfully paid.

The TREASURER: The Government
are pledged to pay these Olnes in accord-
ance with the decision of thle Supremne
court,

Mr. H. Brown: But you have a contra
with regard to these subsidies.

Thle TREASURER: How cau we stop
it as a contra against these police court
fines? The other thing has to be proved
first. It will cost something like £1,000
to make the investigation suggested by
(lie select commiittee last session.

Mr. H. Brown: From Frernantle alone
there is £7,000 owing.

The TREASURER: The select com-
mnittee showed a lumip suin of £30,000.
They thought £30,000 would be about the
total, and they recommended that a Royal
Commission should be appointed.

Mr. Taylor: The select committee de-
cided £630,000. They did not suggest it;
they decided it on the evidence.

The TREASURER: If the hon. mnem-
her reads the report he will find that it
was an approximate figure; because the
select conimitee did not go into details-
they could not. It was impossible to in-
(uire into these matters for the past six
or seven years- It would take an armny of
special auditors at least twelve months.
But the sunm of money necessary to pay
for this audit will be provided on the next
Estimnates, if wse are here to present them,
in order that the audit uiav be under-

takeii mid time exact aniwnnt due [rumk
each municipality discovered. Ini the
meantime an audit has been mnade dturing
the past twelve mntlhs. and iioniey has
been deducted. The hon. member knows
we have iot paid subsidy on maoneys
tilisedI foi other than general-rate pur-

pojses". [Interjection by 11r. 11.' Brown.]
Tile hon. member will not listen whieii I
tell him that the order of the Supreme
Court inust be obeyed, that thle money
unust lie paid or we will be niuleted i
iituth g-reater costs.

31r. 11, Brown: Why do you not sum-
iticil the junicipalities? You are afraid
to do it.

Thle TRElASUR ER: The lion. inember
knows that I1 am not a-fraid to do any-
I king I consider right; but I ami not
going to be bullied by him into taking
action that I think iil land the country
in a bad position financially, so far as
the claims are concerned. 'When the
afihitits are proved to hav-e been wrong-
fll.%, obtained by mrunicipal e0111c6l1,
then this Parliamient in its wisdoin if it
thinks proper can instruct ine to claim
the amounts tihrough the court. or by
other mneans if posible to get them Iback
againi fromn the councils.

Mr. Bath: Sure i*i yon dono nheed1 in-
strucetions to dlo your dnty?

The TREASURER : Will the hon.
member tell mne that I ami responsible
because six years agv some Government
overpaid municipal subsidiesl I stopped
it as soon2 as 1. camne iii, as- the lion. iiei-
her knows. It is mny duty to find out-I
am finding out-and report to this
House, and it is for this House to say
what action shall be taken in connection
with the matter. The hon. member took
great exception to combines in connec-
tion with the sale of meat in Western
Australia, and said that the people were
being robbed by the neglect of the Gov-
ernment in this respect. At least that is
what I understood the member to say.
I wvant to point out that the Government
are taking every step they possibly can
in order to protect (lie interests of the
consumers of Western Australia.

31r. Holman: By ]ending- the squatters
£35,000 for instance.
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The TREASURER: Yes; with the
very object of bringing the small pro-
ducers directly into contact with the con-
suers in the city markets. But the holl.
member does not unddrstand the process
of commercial activity.

Mr. Ilolman: I understand your pro-
cess.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!£
The TREASURER: Now we are de-

scending again to these personal recrimi-
inations, to this method of mud-slinging.
The bon. member "understands my pro-
cess"! [Mr. Hfolman: Certainly.] The
hon. member absolutely uinderstands no-
thing about the commercial activities of
Western Australia. He does not under-
stand what the "meat ring" is, nor how it
has operated-I wish lie did-and he does
not understand, he. cannot grasp, hte has
not the capacity, be does not under-
stand that the establishment of freezing
works in the far North-West, with condi-
tions. -that will enable the smallest pro-
ducer to put his meat on the local miarket
at the same price as the largest produceer,
will be the main factor in breaking up
any alleged ring of this description. Our
effort;, thme efforts of the Honorary
Minister in establishing and assisting
farmers throughout the country to open
lip the stock routes in order that stock
might be brought direct to the goldfields,
the establishment of abattoirs on the
fields, do all these not tend in the direc-
tion of obtaining competition which must
have the result we wish for, namely, the
reduction in the price of meat? The
Leader of the Opposition, if he has any
money to invest in this industry, can buy
as much meat as he likes in the North-
West, at Wyndham and other ports, for
twopence a pound. There is great scope
there for him, and he would be enabled
to enter into competition with the present
dealers and make a fortune if he is able
to manage the business.

Mr. Walker: What about getting the
cattle down ?

The TREASURER: That canl be done
by chartering steamers, as ohrpo
ducers have to do. ote*po

Mr. Walker: They are all owned by
the meat ring.

The TREASUTRER: There are plenty
outside of the 'ew'els owned Lw ihe ring
wvhich the member would be able to ob-
taini. We provide in this agreement for
the freezing works, that not only shall
there be proper conditions of treatment
So far as freezing is concerned, but also
that there shall be Provided better facili-
ties with regard to space in the steanmers
so as to bring the meat to market.

Mr. Hiolman: The agreement will only
stand good until the money is paid back.

The TREASURER: There is in the
agreemient, which the member with all his
acumiten does not tuiderstand, a clause pro-
viding that the full amount shall not be
paid upl for a good number of years, so
that the Government may Still control the
operations of the manager of the freezing
works establishment. I have shown, I
think Sufficiently cleairly to-night, that the
complaints of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion are absolutely of very little account,
notwithstanding that lie considers it his-
duty to take the Government to task very
severely, and more especially he cansiders
it his duty to take me to task; and 1 do
nlot blame him for it so long as he keeps
withinl reason and uses reasonable lan-
guage in doinig so. The finances of the
country are inl a Sound condition, anid
none canl deny it. The comaplaints made
from time to time with regard to the ad-
miinistrationm cannot be substantiated. The
programme of the Government, as put
before the people of this State two years
ago, has been carried out, for industries
have been established, the lands have been
peopled, our latent wealth has been de-
veloped, and the results have been most
beneficial. Then there is the fact of
people settling on the blds right and
left, and although, as the Leader of the
Opposition has said, so much acreage has
not been applied for during the last year
as in the year he referred to, 1904-5; yet
the efforts of the Government in Settling
the people have resulted in an enormous
increase in the area of cultivation, and
in the export of the products of this
country to the far markets of the world,
such as has never been heard of before
in the history of this State. Under the
present law settlers are restricted very
considerably in the quantity of land they
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call take up, the area available for them
has been reduced to something like two-
thirds of what it was, and this, together
with the fact that there is now a very
considerable area under cultivation, tends
to prove that the cffoits of this Govern-
ment are for closer settlement, more in-
tense cultivation and the export of pro-
ducts. These prove emphatically that we
are advancing inl tire direction of fulfilling
the policy which we enunciated. The
works; policy carrtied out by the Moore
Government is surely one of which we can
pardonably be proud. Since we went into
porwer we have constructed some 307
nmiles of railways in this State. We have
at the present timue 159 miles; under con-
struction, and we have at least 288 miles
of railways authorised and prepared for
constructi on. We have carried out rail-
way construction impartially in the agri-
cultural areas as welt as in the great
mineral country. We have given im-
partial consideration to alt the main indus-
tries of this our country. We have not
kept our attention solely confined to the
South-Western portion of this State, but
we have done what no other Government
ha8 ever attempted to do, namely, we
have worked to develop the far North-
West, end to give the people struggling
there against great disabilities those facili-
ties which we have obtained for ourselves
in this South-Western portion of the
State. [31r. Johnson: What have yon
dii besides talking?] What have we
done I The member surely does not read
the papers He surely does, not listen to
thelfigures quoted. We have built alto-
gether some 307 miles of railway, which
the member never thought of attempting
inl his timie. [Mr. Walker: Where
ahontsq] Ini Western Australia. We
have constructed tramways in the North-
West, and ame still busy doing so. We

haeordered material for the Port fled-
land-Alarble Bar railway, and are build-

i a jetty to cost £E10,000, so that vessels
'nay lie berthed freely alongside. What
have we done'? We have established those
freezing works which the member ob-
jects to. We cannot do anything without
certain mnenmbers finding fault with it.
They* quibble at what we do, and try to

put ohstacles in our way instead of assist-
ing us in the operations we are undertak-
ing for the welfare of this State. We
have carried out wvorks, increased harbour
facilities, and( opeted up stock routes, and
we are busy opening up one of the big-
gest stock routes in the country. I think
the member objects tJ that, but the object
of it is that thre goldfields people may oh-
tai a better and cheaper supply of food.
Artesian bores have been put down here
anid there in the North-West. Of these
things the mnember apphrently has no
knowledg-e. Ili addition, ninny other works
have been completed, and some others of a
simailar description are in our programme
for - the future. We do not intend, not-
Withstanding the criticism based on an
erroneous inipression of our intentions er
onl personal animosities, as some criticisms
are, that such criticisms shall prevent us
from carrying out our policy, so that pros-
perity may come to the shores of this our
adopted country.

A pause ensued.
On motion by Mr. Johnson, debate ad-

journed.

AD)JOUR1NMENT.
The House adjourned at ten minutes

past nine o'clock, nntil the next day.
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